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King calls King Fahd, Mubarak 

AMMAN (Petra; — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday called Saudi King Fahd Ben Abdul Aziz to 
check on his health. The two leaders also discussed 
the peace process impasse and voiced hope for the 
success of the London talks between the U.$ and the 
Palestinian and Israeli leaders. King Hussein also tele- 
phoned Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak to con- 
gratulate him on his birthday. The King and President 
Mubarak discussed the latest developments in the 
peace process, particularly on the Palestinian-Israeli 
track. 
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Bashir declares second amnesty for rebels 

KHARTOUM CAP) — Sudan’s president on Monday 
announced a new amnesty for southern rebels as they 
began another round of peace talks with the govern- 
ment to end a 15-year civil war. A statement issued by 
President Omar Aj Bashir's office called on the rebels 
to participate in national reconciliation and to “return 
to the homeland, the doors of which will always 
remain open.” The offer is unlikely to be accepted by 
the rebels, who had also rejected a similar amnesty in 
1 997. The two sides on Monday began an eighth round 
of peace talks in the Kenyan capital of Nairobi, but 
made little headway over core issues (see separate 
storv). 
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Mideast talks teetering as 
Albright extends sessions 


LONDON (APj — 
Mideast peace talks 
teetered between break- 
down and breakthrough 
Monday as U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine 
Albright scheduled extra 
rounds of separate talks 
with the Israeli and Pales- 
tinian leaders. 

“We are hoping for the 
best and preparing for the 
worst,” said Ms. Albright’s 
spokesman. James Rubin, 
as the Americans prepared 
a second round of separate 
meetings with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat. All 
three leaders postponed 
scheduled departures until 
Tuesday, as they struggled 
to prevent die peace 
process from collapsing. 

“Clearly the timetable 
has been extended.” Mr. 
Rubin said. “ We are ever 
so slightly more hopeful.” 
But he told reporters that 
“we do not have com- 
pelling evidence the meet- 
ings will yield a break- 
through” and warned of 
“grave risks of disillusion- 
ment and violence In the 
Middle East” 

Mr. Netanyahu, who 
began the day saying he 
did; -riot - expect- much 
progress, softened his tune 
after an unexpectedly long 
4-1 /2-hours meeting with 
Ms. Albright. He said he 
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anncipated meeting a gam 
Monday m'ght with Ms. 
Albright, and possibly with 
Mr Arafat. 

“We want to bring about 
a breakthrough. We also 
want to bring about an end 
to the suffering and the 
conflict between the two 
peoples,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said 

None of the officials 
cited specific progress in 
the talks, which originally 
were not scheduled to 
include direct face-to-face 
discussions between Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat. 
The Palestinian and Israeli 
leaders first met separately 
with British Prime Minis- 
ter Tony Blair, who was 
hosting the meetings, and 
then in turn with Ms. 
Albright, the principal 
mediator. 

Mr. Arafat looked grim as 
he returned to his hotel 
after meeting for 90 min- 
utes with Ms. Albright dur- 
ing the afternoon. 

The Palestinian leader 
agreed to a request from 
Ms. Albright to remain an 


extra day in London so that 
the Americans can try' to 
achieve a breakthrough, 
said Nabil Shaath, the 
Palestinian planning minis- 
ter. He said that Mr. Arafat 
“most likely” would meet 
Ms. Albright after she met 
with Mr. Netanyahu Mon- 
day evening. 

“There is nothing I can 
report really substantive, 
except that we have the 
feeling the American team, 
led by Albright, is doing 
their best to achieve some 
progress, and that progress 
has not been achieved.” 
Initial discussions were 
thought to centre on a U.S. 
proposal for Israel to with- 
draw from an additional 13 
per cent of the West Bank. 
Israeli officials at first indi- 
cated no more than nine 
per cent of the land could 
be ceded to the Palestini- 
ans, but recently indicated 
Mr. Netanyahu may agree 
to 1 1 per cent, beyond 27 
per cent already turned 
over. 

Mr. Arafat has said that if 
he does not get what he 
wants through negotia- 
tions, he will declare Pales- 
tinian statehood unilateral- 
ly next May, a step Mr. 

. Netanyahu opposes.. 

• Mr. Netanyahu’s com- 
ments suggested that he 
and Ms. Albright had 
explored a new formula, 
perhaps one that would 
advance areas other than 
the land dispute. 

“1 expect we will cover 
all the issues,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

* : I don’t expect we will be 
able to make decisions on 
all of them. But on some 
issues, I think we can make 
progress... It’s possible to 
have progress if there is an 
equal willingness to move 
forward on die other side." 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
and Ms. Albright had dis- 
cussed a wide range of top- 
ics, and said that he could 
-decide some of the points 
on the spot in London, but 
would need to refer others 
to the Israeli Cabinet. 

Asked whether he might 
meet directly with Mr. 
Arafat rather than negotiat- 
ing through Ms. Albright, 
Mr. Netanyahu said: “ We 
are all here in the same 
town. Physically it is possi- 
ble. All three of us have to 
judge the benefit of such a 
meeting.” The two last met 
in October. 

Mr. Arafat offered little 
hint of a breakthrough after 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat is greeted by British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair before their talks at 10 Dowing 
Street Monday (Reuters photo) 

‘We’ll topple Netanyahu 
ifh e gms "p territory’ 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Right-wing Israeli lawmakers threat- 
ened Monday to topple Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's government if any more West Bank land is 
transferred to the Palestinians. 

The warning came as Mr. Netanyahu was about to meet 
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright in London to 
discuss the scope of the next Israeli withdrawal in the West 
Bank. 

“We have decided to vote for a no-confidence motion to 
bring down the government because this withdrawal will be 
irreversible," said Michael Kleiner, head of a group of 
right-wing legislators called the Land of Israel Front. 

Mr. Kleiner’s group claims to have the support of at least 
17 of the 120 members of parliament, some of them coali- 
tion members from the National Religious Party. It could 
theoretically tip the balance against the government in a 
no-confidence vote. 

Settler leader Aharon Dombe warned Monday that even 
an 11 per cent withdrawal would “isolate more than 20 set- 
tlements in a sea of Palestinians." Interviewed on Israel 
Radio, Mr. Dombe called the autonomy accord a “satanic 
act" thar was “amputating legs and other parts of the [bib- 
lical] Land of Israel.” 

a morning session with Mr. 

Blair, and did not speak to 
reporters after his later 
meeting with Ms. Albright. 

“For the moment, no 
progress yet,” Mr. Arafat 
told reporters as he left 
Downing Street. He 
attacked Mr. Netanyahu for 
continuing to allow new 
Jewish settlements on the 
occupied West Bank, and 
urged him to accept the 
American withdrawal plan. 

“Mr. Netanyahu will 


have to bear the responsi- 
bility of the repercussions 
and the chaos that will 
ensue because of the 
breakdown of the peace 
process because of his neg- 
ative attitude to the Ameri- 
can proposal,” Mr. Arafat 
said. 

“If Prime Minister 
Netanyahu is seriously 
concerned and interested in 
peace, today is the day, 
now is the moment," he 
said. 


Sudanese peace talks open amid accusations 
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NAIROBI (AFP - ) — Sudanese peace talks 
started in Nairobi on Monday but 
appeared doomed, with the southern 
rebels accusing Khartoum of using food 
as “a weapon of war" 

Kenyan Foreign Minister Bonaya 
Godana, who is chairing the three-day 
inference, noted gloomily in his opening 
address that the two sides had refused — 
despile shuttle diplomacy by special 
envoys — to alter their stands on separa- 
tion cif die sale and religion, and seff- 
dearminacon for the laigely Christian and 
animist south. 

k was those two “critical issues,” he 
wxed, which led to the failure of the last 
r oand of talks, held in Nairobi last October 
November 

Ml Godana described the stand-off as 

‘‘Unfortunate.” 

UN. Seaetary-General Kofi Annan, in 
Nairobi on an eight-nation African tout 
^joumaHsts that it “may take a while to 
2nd a solution” to foe “protracted con- 
flict." 

But he said foe Sudanese gover nm ent's 
^Qskjn to put Foreign Minister Mustafa ■ 

Osman Ismafl at the bead of its delegation 

“ a new level of seriousness," and 
3dded that foe gnv emme nt had agreed to 
Groove all im p f rin ivaiK m aid flights. 

The problem now, he said, was over- 
c °nung donor fatigue, to raise money for 


relief operations. 

The Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA1 declared in a statement signed by 
spokesman John Luk Jok thar “hundreds 
of thousands of people are starving to 
death due to famine " and warned that it 
could not allow the situation to continue 
“without taking action." 

In accusations reminiscent of those lev- 
elled at the Nigerian government during 
the 1967-70 Biafran war, the SPLA 
charged that the Khartoum regime was 
parryin g out a "scorched-earth” policy and 
imposing frequent bans on the relief 
flights. 

AihL in what appeared to be a sign of the 
SPLA's confidence in its militaiy strength, 
Mt Jok announced that it had released 
800 prisoners of war, of whom only 91 
had elected to return to the regime. 

Mr. Godana declared that an urgent 
solution needed to be found to end foe 15- 
year-old civil war, which is estimated to 
have cost a million lives in Africa’s largest 
country through fighting, disease and star- 
vation. 

The Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) deleg ati on is headed by Nhial 
Deng NhiaL the SPLA “governor" of foe 
southern Bahr E3 Ghazal state. 

An SPLA source told AFP that Me 
N hial was leading foe delegation because 
long-time SPLA leader John Garang’s 


second-in-command, Salva Kiir, who has 
traditionally led SPLA delegations to 
peace talks, had more important manerc to 

attend to. 

That indicated low expectations on the 
SPLA’s part, and in Khartoum. Ali A1 Haj 
Mohammad, the deputy secretary general 
of the Sudanese National Congress, was 
quoted by foe official government press on 
April 25 as saying that “the Sudanese peo- 
ple hope that positive results will be 
reached, but they should not expect too 
much of this round of talks.” 

The talks are being held under the aus- 
pices of the regional fater-Gwiemmenial 
Authority on Development (IGAD). with 
the other active members — Djibouti, 
Ethiopia. Eritrea and Uganda — repre- 
sented by ministers. 

Italian Ambassador Alberto Balboni, the 
chairman of the IGAD Partners’ Group, 
which also comprises the United Stares, 
Canada, die Netherlands, Switzerland, foe 
European Commission and the UN 
Development Programme, urged the dele- 
gations to take a "constructive attitude.” 
saying the group's governments and peo- 
ple were following the “tragedy” in Sudan 
with deep concern. 

The fo*e-to-face talks were adjourned to 
a secret venue after foe brief opening cer- 
emony at the Kenyana International Con- 
ference Centre. 


In letter of reply 

King hails Prince Hassan’s ‘relentless 
efforts’ in the service of the nation 


AMMAN t Petra \ — His Majesty 
Hussein Monday sent a letter ro 
■HltH Crown Prince Hassan praising 
■the Prince’s efforts in the service of 
t be nation and pledging continued 
efforts to ensure further accomplish- 
ments for the Kingdom. 

“The march is long and arduous, and 
our aspirations are limitless." the King 
said in the lerter. a reply to one sent by 
Prince Hassan to the King on the 45th 
anniversary of the Monarchs’ assump- 
tion of his constitutional powers. 

“But Jordan has made major strides 
and many achievements,” he said. 

“We cannot deny the sacrifices and 
efforts of the pioneers, who had 
accompanied the late King Abdullah, 
the founder of the Kingdom, and the 
late King Talal and then joined me in 
foe march of independence, stability 
and the struggle for a better future." 

“Thank God Jordan has been built in 
foe manner we had desired... an oasis 
of security and stability, with the Jor- 
danian people enjoying freedom. 


democracy and their human rights," 
the King continued. 

"Jordan is pursuing the march of 
construction, a march whose princi- 
ples had been laid down by the fathers 
who had offered enormous sacrifices 

‘ Jordan is pursuing the 
march of construction, a 
march whose principles 
had been laid down by 
the fathers' 

for the nation." 

Expressing his thanks to foe Crown 
Prince and the Jordanian people for 
their good wishes, the King said: “I 
seize this opportunity ro send my 
greetings and express my pride in and 
appreciation of the Jordanian family 
whose members continue to act in 
cohesion and social solidarity and 
who uphold their affiliation to foe dear 


homeland." 

“You have always stood by me as a 
true Hashemite. Arab and Jordanian, 
equipped with knowledge, and dedi- 
cated yourself to the attainment of Jor- 
dan’s aspirations turning Jordan into a 
model for others and an object of 
pride to aJJ of us." 

The past four-and-a-half decades, 
the King said, were a journey rich 
with events, war and p&ace, delight 
and misery, sweet and bitter situa- 
tions; but frill of hope. 

“I used to draw resolve from faith in 
God and our confidence in the princi- 
ples of the Great Arab Revolt and in 
foe faith in foe Jordanian people who 
rallied around me. as a one family.” 

King Hussein said he took pride in 
Prince Hassan’s relentless efforts 
which, he said, “will be remembered 
by your brothers and countrymen who 
deeply appreciate your sacrifice and 
vour great endeavours for the nation.” 


Lawzi: None charged for involvement 
in car incidents, probe continues 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A senior gov- 
ernment official on Mon- 
day said that the interroga- 
tion of suspects on alleged 
involvement in a recent 
spate of car bombings in 
Amman did not prove that 
a particular party or coun- 
try is linked to these inci- 
dents. 

Acting Minister of Infor- 
mation Nasser Lawzi said 
that dozens of people were 
arrested and interrogated 
in the past few days over 
the different incidents in 
and around Amman but 
none of those interrogated 
was charged. 

Mr. Lawzi added that 
several people were 
released after interrogation 
but others were still in cus- 
tody, adding that “arrests 
are taking place according 
to the need of the investi- 
gation." 

“Those arrests are linked 
to the recent explosions in 


Amman especially the lat- 
est one which took place 
on Thursday at Jerusalem 
Hotel," Mr. Lawzi told the 
Jordan Times. 

“Until now we have no 
evidence to link any politi- 
cal organisation or group 
to these incidents. We do 
not want to jump into con- 
clusions. As soon as we 
find something we will 
announce it," the minister 
said. 

A previously unknown 
group issued a statement in 
foe Lebanese capital 
declaring its responsibility 
for foe explosions and 
threatening to earn' more 
attacks. 

The explosion occurred 
three hours after a celebra- 
tion at another hotel com- 
memorating foe 50fo 
anniversary of the creation 
of foe Jewish state. 

Mr. Lawzi said foe state- 
ment by Abu Thar Al Gha- 
fari group lacks credibility. 

"The statement was inac- 
curate on foe site where 


foe explosion took place, 
foe timing and foe dam- 
ages that occurred" foe 
minister said. 

The explosion at 
Jerusalem Hotel followed 
a series of bombings that 
targeted foe car of foe for- 
mer head of foe General 
Intelligence Department, 
Mohammad Rasoul 
Kiiani, foe car of foe for- 
mer interior minister, Jaw- 
dat Sboul, foe residence of 
Major General Yousef 
Gassous, director general 
of the Royal Medical Ser- 
vices. 

Mr. Lawzi did not see 
any connection between 
these incidents. 

“The bombings are only 
symbolic of their (perpe- 
trators’) ability to plant 
such explosions in public 
places and their ability to 
repeat such acts," he 
added. 

“We are dealing with 
them as crimes irrespec- 
tive of being organised or 
not.” foe minister added. 


“It is unrealistic to make 
a connection between what 
happened in the past six 
months. Some of them are 
personal, others are aimed 
at destabilising security 
and others are linked to 
other parties " he said. 

Mr. Lawzi denied com- 
plaints by foe families of 
foe detainees that police 
forces were using “cruel” 
methods while interrogat- 
ing them. 

The minister ruled out 
allegations made by politi- 
cal activists that the arrests 
were intended to prevent 
those detained from hold- 
ing rallies to commemo- 
rate foe 50th anniversaiy 
of the loss of Palestine in 
1948. 

“The arrests were made 
because we have informa- 
tion that these people 
might have some role in 
foe receni explosions. We 
are not arresting people 
who want to hold any rally 
or demonstration.” he 
added. 


Iraq 

criticises 
Arab states 
for abiding 
by embargo 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz has criticised Arab 
states for not breaking the 
UN. embargo in force 
against Iraq since its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 
newspapers reported Mon- 
day. 

“What we are asking Arab 
countries is to stop respecting 
the embargo," be said late 
Sunday at a conference of 
Arab political parri« and 
trade unions held here in sup- 
port of Iraq. 

“What right do the Arabs 
have to state they are respect- 
ing international law when it 
is no more than an American 
decision?" Mr. Am asked, 
referring to Washington’s 
insistence On keeping the 
sanctions in place. 

“Arab governments are 
helping the United States to 
maintain embargoes against 
Iraq. Libya and Sudan” with 
all their talk about interna- 
tional law and calls for Iraq to 
implement [UN.] Security 
Council resolutions." he said. 


Kabbani laid to rest 



The coffin of Nizar Kabbani is carried shoulders high during his funeral procession 
which was attended by more that 10,000 mourners in Damascus Monday (AFP photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputis- 
ing for His Majesty King 
Hussein, Jordan’s Ambas- 
sador to Syria Nasouh Majali 
extended on Monday the 
King’s condolences to the 
Kabbani family over the death 
of Nizar Kabbani. the famous 
Arab poet. His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
also sent a condolence cable. 

Kabbani, whose poems 
about love and freedom of 
women enthralled millions. 


was buried Monday in a 
funeral attended by thousands 
of Syrians including sobbing 
women sprinkling jasmine 
flowers on his coffin. 

Ordinaiy Syrians, writers 
and poets walked in foe three- 
hour funeral procession that 
started from the house of 
Kabbani 's oldest brother, 
Mu’taz. 

The poet was buried at the 
Old Shaghour cemetery in the 
old part of Damascus where 


his parents and son Tawfiq are 
also buried. He is survived by 
another son Omar and daugh- 
ters, Hadba and Zainab. 

The great poet died of a 
heart attack ai the age of 75 at 
his London home on Thurs- 
day. 

Kabbani, a former diplo- 
mat, published more than two 
dozen books of poems and 
was a frequent contributor to 
the London-based AI Hayat 
newspaper. 
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Hizbollah chief blasts United 
States over terrorism report 


BEIRUT ( AP) — The head of 
the Islamic movement 
Hizbollah. branded a terrorist 
group in a U.S. State Depart- 
ment report said it was Amer- 
ica that was the biggest terror- 
ist nation in the world. 

“The U.S. administration 
considers anyone that does 
not follow its policy a terror- 
ise' Sheikh Hasson Nasr allah . 
leader of Hizbollah. told a 
rally of about 10.000 people. 

"Hie U.S. State Depart- 
ment's annual report on terror- 
ism issued Thursday listed 
Iran as the worlds “most 
active” sponsor of terrorism 
and of planning and executing 
terrorist acts through surro- 
gates, such us the Shiite Mus- 
lim Hizbollah. 

"We reject America's self- 
designation of che leadership 
of manki nd... and say in return 


that the United Slates of 
America is the sponsor of ter- 
rorism. Moreover, it is the 
most terrorist country in the 
whole world,” Sheikh Nasral- 
lahsaid. 

Hizbollah has led the fight 
to try to oust Israeli forces 
from southern Lebanon, and 
Sheikh Nasrallah said this 
objective cannot be called ter- 
rorism. 

“Hizbollah is a terrorist 
grouping because, according 
to the report, it is fighting the 
Israeli occupation army and 
its proxy militia. 

“We are terrorist because we 
are fighting an occupation 
army and its militia,” Sheikh 
Nasrallah told the rally in the 
Bir A1 Abed suburb south of 
Beirut. 

The rally was to commemo- 
rate the martyrdom of the 


Muslim leader. Imam Hus- 
sein. in a battle in southern 
Iraq during a dispute over the 
leadership of Islam. Hussein, 
a grandson of Prophet 
Mohammad, was killed by 
rivals along with 70 followers. 

Hizbollah. or Party of God. 
has been fighting 1.500 Israeli 
.soldiers and 2-500 allied mili- 
tiamen of the South Lebanon 
Army in an Israeli-occupied 
enclave in South Lebanon that 
occupies nearly one-tenth of 
the country. 

Israel first invaded Lebanon 
in 1 97S to push back Palestin- 
ian guerrillas, then returned in 
1982 to again rout the Pales- 
tinians. only to bog down in 
battles with Lebanese guerril- 
las. primarily the Hizbollah. 

Today, fighters of Hizbollah 
attack Israel’s occupying sol- 
diers almost daily. 


Iran releases four Palestinians 


TEHRAN (AP) — Iran 
released four Palestinians, 
imprisoned since their capture 
during the 1980-88 war with 
Iraq, at the request of the visit- 
ing leader of the Hamas 
group, the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency 

lIRNA) reported Monday. 

The prisoners, who fought 
for Iraq in the war, later met 
with Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, 
the Hamas founder who is on 
a week-long visit to Tehran, 
the agency said. 

Sheikh Yassin thanked 

Iran’s supreme leader. Ayatol- 


lah AH Khamenei, and Iranian 
President Mohammad Khata- 
mi for securing release of the 
Palestinian prisoners, it said. 

Sheikh Yassin's visit was 
the first public trip to Iran by a 
leader of the Palestinian 
organisation. 

IRNA said the Palestinians 
would be reunited with the 
families in the next few days, 
but did not say where. Their 
names were not given. 

The London-headquartered 
A1 Hayar daily said the Pales- 
tinians would be sent to Iraq. 
The report could not be con- 


firmed independently. 

Sheikh Yassin, a 61 -year- 
old quadriplegic, arrived last 
Tuesday and was expected to 
leave Monday for Syria. 

He earlier visited Egypt 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar and 
also is due to visit Pakistan 
and Malaysia. 

Iran and Hamas reject the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
agreements. They contend the 
pacts will not lead to die 
return of occupied Palestinian 
land and want Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to 
return to armed strussle. 


Maimed Hizbollah member 
tells of Israeli bombing mission 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A Lebanese man 
severely maimed while prepar- 
ing an anti-Israeli bomb attack 
in an Arab east Jerusalem hotel 
in April 1996 said Sunday he 
was a Hizbollah member and 
that he did not regret his 
actions. 

Hussein Migdad — who lost 
his sight, two legs and an arm 
— told Israel’s Channel Two 
television that he was a mem- 
ber of the Lebanese Hizbollah 
group which had given him a 
stolen British passport to help 
him launch the attack. 

“My mission was to send a 
message to the Israeli army to 
make diem stop its shelling and 


occupation of Lebanon.” said 
Mr. Migdad, who refused to 
express misgivings for the mis- 
sion. 

Channel Two said Mr. 
Migdad planned a spectacular- 
bomb attack in Tel Aviv and 
that he had been given explo- 
sives by two contacts in Arab 
east Jerusalem. 

It said be had arrived in Tel 
Aviv from Zurich, and that he 
had managed to pass through 
Swiss and Israeli customs car- 
rying detonators to be used in 
an attack. 

Mr. Migdad said he had no 
idea whai happened when his 
room at Arab east Jerusalem's 
Lawrence Hotel was destroyed 


by a bomb explosion on April 


12. causing him the severe 


injuries. 

But the television said two 
clients in adjoining rooms of 
the hotel mysteriously disap- 
peared minutes before the blasL 

An Israeli anti-terrorism offi- 
cial refused to say whether Mr. 
Migdad had been set up with a 
booby-trapped device. 

The television report also 
accused the Iranian embassy in 
Beirut of funding the attack and 
presiding the stolen British 
passport in the name of Andrew 
Charles Jonathan Newman. 

Mr. Migdad is currently still 
in custody in an Israeli military 
hospital. 



PROTEST IN MOROCCO: A Moroccan TV jour- 
nalist holding a picture of King Hassan II and 
draped in the Moroccan flag Monday is restrained 
by firemen as he tries to hang himself from the 
building that houses the national press union in 
Rabat in protest against social injustice in his field 
(AFP photo) 


Pro-Iraq Egyptian party 
files lawsuit against 
London, Washington 


CAIRO (AFP) — A pro- 
Iraqi. anti-Western Egypt- 
ian parry on Monday filed 
a lawsuit against the Unit- 
ed States and Britain, 
demanding S180 million 
in compensation for their 
hostility towards Iraq. 

The leader of the Misr 
A1 Fata (Young Egypt). AI 
Wassef Eid Af Wassef. in 
a petition to a Cairo court 
demanded "SI SO million 
for the governments of 
Egypt and Iraq as com- 
pensation from the United 
States and Britain." 

Mr. Wassef stressed that 
his request "falls in line 
with international law and 
the Egyptian penal code." 

The compensation 
money would be split 
evenly between Cairo and 
Baghdad and "represents 
the same amount of 
money which the United 
States and Britain are 


demanding from the Arab 
Gulf stares to finance 
[Western] troop dispatch- 
es” to the Gulf region at 
the end of last year. Mr. 
Wassef said. 

“Recent British and U.S. 
troop build-ups in the 
Gulf have heavily under- 
mined the economies of 
regional countries, includ- 
ing Egypt, because .they 
dissuaded tourists . and 
investors from coming. 

“This gives Cairo and 
Baghdad^ the right to "be 
compensated.” Mr. Wassef 
said. 

Mr. Wassef said his 
demand for compensation 
became more pressing 
after the U.N. Security 
Council last week 
renewed sanctions against 
Baghdad “under U.S. and 
British pressure.” 

A verdict is expected 
next week. 


confirms 

j - - 

death sentences of Islamists 



CAIRO (AP.» —An Egyptian 
court on Monday confirmed 
death sentences issued against 
two Islamists, including 
Mustafa Hamza, who tops 
Egypt’s most-wanted list 

The Supreme Stale Security 
Court also sentenced three 
defendants to life in prison at 
hand labour and 11 others to 
prison terms of up to 15 years. 
Six defendants were acquit- 
ted 

One of the defendants. 14- 
year-old Omar Qutb Raghib. 
was sentenced to five years in 
prison. 

For Hamza, who was tried 
and sentenced in absentia, it 
was the third death sentence 
issued against him. 

Hamza, believed to be liv- 
ing in Afghanistan, is among 
Egypt’s most wanted 
Islamists. He was convicted 


in 1992 and 1993 cases and 
has been accused of having a 
role in the 1995 assassination 
attempt against Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak in 
Ethiopia. 

Also sentenced to deaih was 
Sa’id Abdul Hakim Mustafa, 
who was in the courtroom. 

The prisoners welcomed 
the verdicts with cheers and 
unfurled a banner saying: 
“We ask God to be martyrs.” 
Another banner read ‘Wait 
for us. you the judges of injus- 
tice. when we will build 
palaces out of your skulls and 
turn rivers into blood.” The 
death sentences were handed 
down last month, but had to 
be confirmed after review by 
Egypt’s mufti, Nasr Farid 
Wasel. 

The government's chief 
cleric must endorse death 


penalties before they are firefl 

The defendants were con- 
victed of belonging to tire out- 
lawed Al GamaaAl Islarmya, 7 
or die Islamic group, attempt- 
ing to incite civil unrest arid 
attacking tourists, police and 
government officials. 

The Islamic group has been 
blamed for much of the vio- 
lence in a six-year campaign 
by Islamists to overthrow 
Egypt's secular government 
and replace it with strict 
Islamic rule. 

More than 1,200 people 
have died in the violence, 
most of them police and 
Islamists. 

Monday's sentencing 
marked the third time this 
year that Egyptian courts 
have handed down death sen- 
tences against Islamists. 


South 

Lebanon 

ceasefire 


meeting 

underway 


NAQOURA (AFP) — 
International monitors met 
here Monday to discuss 10 
complaints of south Lebanon 
ceasefire violations lodged by 
the Lebanese and the Israelis, 
officials said. 

The international monitoring 
panel convened at 11:00 am. 
at the headquarters of the UN. 
peacekeeping force in the 
coastal town of Naqoura near 
the Lebanese-Israeli border, 
the officials said. 

Lebanon has filed six com- 
plaints over Israeli shelling that 
wounded five civilians, includ- 
ing three-children, according to 
the Lebanese delegation. 

Among the injured children 
was a two-year-old girl who 
previously had both legs 
amputated after an Israeli bom- 
bardment in April 1996. 

Israel lodged four com- 
plaints, accusing guerrillas of 
Hizbollah movement of 
launching attacks from resi- 
dential areas. 

According to the terms of the 
1996 (nice between Israel and 
Hizbollah. attacks may not be 
launched from civilian areas, 
nor may they target civilians. 


AIDS victims, relatives 
sue Iran’s blood 


transfusion organisation 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A 
number of Iranians infect- 
ed with the AIDS virus 
through blood transfusion 
and their relatives have 
filed a suit against Iran’s 
Blood Transfusion Organ- 
isation (IBTO). a newspa- 
per reported Monday. 

Hearings began in the 
case at a special court in 
Tehran. where three 
women, five men, four 
adolescents and two chil- 
dren appeared along with 
a number of IBTO offi- 
cials. Resalat newspaper 
said. 

An elderly man com- 
plained that his 24-year- 
old son and 14-year-old 
daughter had died of 
AIDS after being injected 
with blood provided by 
the organisation, it said. 

Another plaintiff said he 
and his brother, both 
haemophiliacs, had been 
infected with the Human 
Immune-Deficiency Virus 
(HIV), which can lead to 
AIDS, after receiving 
domestically-produced- 
blood. 

“My brother has already 
died, leaving his family 
without a source of 
income,” said the man, 
who was not identified. 

An elderly woman who 


had developed full-blown 
AIDS following a blood 
transfusion sard her “rep- 
utation is all destroyed” 
and called for the culprits 
to be given the “maxi- 
mum punishment.” 

A mother said two of 
her children, both 
haemophiliacs, had also 
developed AIDS after 
receiving blood. 

They all blamed the 
IBTO and the health min- 
istry for their plight and 
complained that no insur- 
ance company or govern- 
ment agency was pre- 
pared to pay for their 
treatment. 

According to official 
figures, around 1.230 Ira- 
nians. mostly intravenous 
drug users, have been 
diagnosed as carriers of 
the HTV virus, 186 of 
whom have developed 
fullblown Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syn- 
drome (AIDS). 

A total of 155 people 
have died of the disease. 

The first case of the dis- 
ease was recorded in 
1985. a one-year-old baby 
who received a transfu- 
sion of imported blood. 

The Iranian authorities 
have banned blood 
imports since then. 


Turkish court sends scandal case back to parliament 


ISTANBUL (AP) — A state security 
court on Monday threw the case of a key 
figure in a scandal over ties between the 
state and the underworld back to the par- 
liament 

The court said it has no jurisdiction over 
senior government officials such as for- 
mer Turkish Interior Minister Mehmet 
Agar. 

The decision means parliament will 
have to reopen the investigation and vote 
on whether Agar's case should be sent 
instead to the supreme court. 


The new inquiry could take at least two 
months. 

Parliament lifted Agar's legislative 
immunity in December along with anoth- 
er deputy. Sedal Bucak. also accused in 
the case, in February, he was charged 
forming a criminal gang, hiding a fugitive 
and abusing his powers. He faces up to 15 
years in prison if convicted 
‘ Agar was accused of using his position 
as the nation's police chief to help terror- 
ists and hitmen involved in gangland 
killings. Bucak. who heads a pro-govem- 


rnent Kurdish militia, was accused of cov- 
ering up drug and gun smuggling. Bucak 
faces up to 20 years in prison. He is also 
accused of possessing a lame number of 
weapons, including machine suns. 

The two deputies are the most promi- 
nent figures implicated in a wide-ranging, 
state-underworld scandal that came to 
light after a 1996 car crash. 

The accident killed a fugitive terrorist 
and a police chief, injured Bucak and 
raised questions about why all three men 
were travel line in the same car. 


Turkish president travels to Tunisia 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish President 
Suleiman Demirel set out Monday for a 
48-hour official visit to Tunisia at the invi- 
tation of his Tunisian counterpart. Zein AJ 
Abedine Ben Ali. 'Tunisia is the Arab 
country which most resembles Turkey 
from the point of view of its social institu- 
tions.” Mr. Demirel said in an airport state- 
ment before leaving. Mr. Demirel is 
accompanied by a large delegation of busi- 
nessmen as well as several government 
ministers, and the two sides are expected to 
strengthen political and economic relations 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

during toe visit 

Five Egyptians hanged for murder 


boy’s corpse on fire, newspapers said. 
Palestinians get $25 million U.N. loan 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian prison author- 
ities on Sunday executed by hanging five 
men convicted of Jailing a teenager, a jew- 
eller and a baker in separate attacks, the 
government press reported on Monday. 
Hussein Abdul Zaher had been found 
guilty of kidnapping and killing Amr 
Abdul Razak in 1990 after sexually abus- 
ing him. His crime completed, he set the 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — A U.N. agricul- 
ture agency has agreed to loan the Pales- 
tinian National Authority (PNA) $25 mil- 
lion to help develop small-scale farming . 
Palestinian officials said Monday. Repre- 
sentatives of the International Agricultural 
Fund and Palestinian Finance Minis ter 
Mohammad Nashashibi were due to sign 
(he Joan agreement at a ceremony Monday 
night in Ramallah, a spokesman for Mr. 
Nashashibi said. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Cartoon — Pro Stars 

16:10 Small Talk — “Quiz 
Show" 

16:00 Drama Bordenown 

16:30 Doc. — The Health 
Show 

17:00 Route of Capricorn 

18:00 French Programme 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme 

19:30 News headlines 

19-J5 Step by Step — ‘Three 
Girls and Baby" 

20:00 What Would You Do? 

20:30 Drama— Rhodes 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Feature Rim — “Dr. 
Giggles” 

23-59 Metro Cafe 

00:30 End ofT.X. 
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PRAYER TIMES 


04:16 


05:41 

(Sunrise) Duha 

12:32...-. 


16: L2 ..... 

‘Asr 

19-23 .... 

"i 

i 

i 

20:49 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 


try of Nazareth Church 
*u Tel. 5920740 
Mitt of God Church TeL 


4632785 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 
4634590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624553/46248 1 1 . 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 865897 

German-Speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 81 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Stifle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
Seh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish Tel. 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 771331 
The American Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied fry the Deport- 
ment of Meteorology 
The effect of the heat wave will 
continue for three days more 
where it will be hot and dry w iih 
temperatures higher than aver- 
age by ten degrees centigrade. 
Clouds will appear at different 
altitudes and winds southeaster- 
ly moderate to active. In Aqaba, 
it will be hot. dry. and dusts, 
winds southerly moderate to 
active, and seas calm. 


Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ..4637055 
Al Salani pharmacy ...4636730 
Yacoub pharmacy ... 4644945 
Shmeisara* pharmacy 4637661) 
blairoukh pharmacy- ..4623672 
IRBID: 

Dr. ChaziTa'amneh 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy i — i 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Saflarini .987565 

Khaiifeh pharmacy 9S5417 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs — -..4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs -5661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 ) 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...SI 56 15 

Electric Power Co .4636381 

RJ Flight Informaiion....44- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport >.44-53200 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 


Govt. Hospital 


19:00 ..London. Frankfurt (RJ) 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman 1 8/35 

Aqaba 23/40 

Deserts 15/36 

Jordan VaOey 24/42 


AMMAN: * 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 36. Aqaba 39 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 15 per 
cenL Aqaba 22 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DITY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhles Mazahrah 583X25 
Dr. Wissam Hzayyin -...745563 
Dr. Abdul HadiTayvim 4620115 
Dr. MuntherAl Qraini 779959 


Food Control Centre.....4637] 1 ] 
Civil rtfcncc Department 5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue - __.4650341 

Civil Defence Emergency..... 199 
Recte Police 192.4621 1 1 1.463T777 

Fire Brigade........ 4617101 

Blood Bonk...- 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pi dice S96390 

Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints ->605801.) 

Price Complaints .5661 1 76 

Ui^&Se«enigsrCc»T^jiinc; iV7e67 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistancei 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 


The Islamic. AMG - 5656151/7 

Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
S36813, 856856 

Luzmtb 4630195 


(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

fan Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
rnoioonoo 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 
[02P75555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
_(02)27' n 75 

fan Al 

Nafees Hospital 
r02PJ71D0 

AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 

Haya Ho^ital 


Other Flights 

13:00 Riyadh tSVj 

13^0 Aden (TY) 

14:25 .....Munich (LH) 

15=00 -Istanbul (TK) 

18H)5 Kiev (6U) 

18:30 ....Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

19:00 - Paris (AF) 

2fk25 .Tel Aviv (LYj 

21:10 ..Beirut iME) 

21:40 Cairo (MS) 

23:35 — LamacaiCY) 

23:40 — Amsterdam (KL) 

00:55 .Bucharest (RO) 

03:00 Rome (AZ) 

04:25 — .London (BC) 


13:00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

13:00 -Paris (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

13:40 — Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

21:20 - Jeddah (RJ) 

21:40 Damascus (RJ) 

22:00 Abu Dhabi , Dubai (RJ) 
02:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

07:25 JFranlcfint (LH) 

14:30 .... Riyadh (SV) 

14:30 .AdenOY) 


Khalidi Maternity 4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 4642441/2 - 

Jabal Amman Maternity' 
4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. -...4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani ... .561)7071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital .5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahfi. Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir...._ 775111/26 

.Army. Marka 89 1611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 
Amal Hospital ...5674155 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Wing; (RW) Flights 
10:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

19:20 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

23:25 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport HRW) 


15:15 .Munich (LH) 

16:00 Istanbul (TK) 

19:05. _ Kiev (610 

19 JO Dubai(EK) 

21:10 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:40 Cairo (MS) 

00:40_ .Beirut. Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 .Bucharest (RO) 

04:00 RomefAZ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

DamacusfRJ) 

Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

10:20 -Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

| 0:25 Beirut (RJ) 

-Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

^ 0: *° Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

.Cairo (RJ) 

IS JO -Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights - 

06:00 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 


08:50 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

I2£5 Vienna, London (RJ) 

1235 — -Berlin. Frankfurt (RJ) 


Royal Wing* (RW) Ffights . 
08:00 Aqaba (from Marka ■Ah' - 
port) (RW) 

17:30 Tel Aviv (from MadcaAik 
poitjfRW) 

21 J0 ..Aqaba (from QAIAlJR^- 
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Home News 

Population increase must 
be addressed by economic 
planning — Emoush 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minis- 
ter of Administrative 
Development Bassam 
Emoush on Monday said 
the Kingdom’s population 
increase, both from natur- 
al growth and the migra- 
tions Jordan has witnessed 
over the past decade, 
makes it incumbent on the 
government to direct its 
economic planning toward 
addressing the situation. 

At a meeting organised 
by the National Popula- 
tion Commission (NPC) 
in conjunction with the 
Ministry of Administra- 
tive Development, Dr. 
Emoush said the question 
of population strategy is 
of paramount importance 
to the country’s develop- 
ment 

The ministry. Dr. 
Emoush noted, aims at 
developing public admin- 
istration by modernising 
and upgrading procedures, 
training employees and 
enabling college graduates 
to qualify for the labour 
market. 

NPC Secretary General 
Nabih Salameb, who 
noted that the commission 
has its permanent head- 
quarters at the Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Develop- 
ment (QAF), outlined the 
NPC’s growth since its 
creation in 1 973. 

The commission has 
worked out a plan for 
organising meetings with 
various ministties.'volun- 
tary groups and charitable 
organisations to orient 
them on and seek their 
help in handling the eco- 
nomic and social dimen- 
sions of population issues. 

Issa Masarweh, from the 
NPC, presented a briefing 
tackling the impact of 
population growth on 
development. He reviewed 
the present population jstt- 
nation in Jordan and the 
projected demographic 
changes over the next* 30 
years. 

These changes will be 
closely linked to sustain- 
able development and will 
have direct effects on the 
water, health, education, 
environment and other 
sectors, he added. 

The participants, who 
represented different min- 
istries as well as the NPC, 
held an open discussion 
on economic and social 


issues resulting from pop- 
ulation growth. 

On Sunday, the NPC 
announced the start of a 
two-month campaign to 
orient the public on popu- 
lation-related issues and 
provide basic information 
on the medical and social 
aspects of family plan- 
ning. 

Mr. Salameh said 20 
teams will be touring the 
Amman and Irbid regions 
to implement the cam- 
paign. which is designed 
to help local communities 
receive information on 
and adopt family planning 
procedures. 
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CONFERENCE ON DISABLED OPENS: Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Ra'd, the chief chamberlain, and 
Princess Majdeh open a two-day conference Monday enti- 
tled “Changing Disability Services in a Chan ging Society.” 
The conference was organised by the Swedish Organisa- 
tion for Individual Relief (SOIR) in cooperation with the 
Ministry' of Soda! Development and the National Council 
for the Welfare of the Disabled. The conference was also 
attended by HRH Prince Firas, His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's health secretary (Petra photo) 


Telecommunications network can 
meet needs of ‘all’ citizens — official 


By Ahmed Naser 

Special to live Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A senior official 
announced Monday that there 
were no infrastructure or 
financial limitations standing 
in the way of making the 
Internet available to Jordani- 
ans across the Kingdom. 

“The Kingdom has a 
[telecommunications] net- 
work that can meet the needs 
of all of its citizens,” the senior 
official, who asked not to be 
named, said. He added that 
the other major obstacle, data- 
communj cations circuit pric- 
ing. has now been removed. 

Last month, following His 
Majesty King Hussein’s ini- 
tiative, the Kingdom's four 
Internet Service Providers 
(ISPs) and die National Infor- 
mation Centre started leasing 
circuits through Hasbem I, a 
satellite channel, at rates 30 
per cent cheaper than those 
available through the Jordan 
Telecommunications Compa- 
ny PTC) — the Kingdom’s 
main telecommunications 
provider: 

The channel maintained by 
His Majesty’s Royal Commu- 
nications (HMRC), has a 
capacity of IS megabytes, 
meaning that it can support 
1.350 phone calls at die same 
rime. 

With a 30 per cent differ- 
ence in price, Hasbem I is now 
providing (he majority of the 
NIC’s and the four ISPs' 
bandwidihs. 

But the reduced cost circuits 


come with a condition. 

‘The near-cost rates on 
these [international] circuits 
does not mean a higher mar- 
gin of profit,” the senior offi- 
cial said. “This [price reduc- 
tion] must be mirrored on the 
lives of everyday people, as 
this was done because the 
King wants the people of Jor- 
dan to reach out and commu- 
nicate with die world." 

Hashem 1 was established 
by Royal Decree in late 1995 
for use by Al Hussein Medical 
Centre to link up with the 
Mayo Clinic in the United 
States. 

In order to honour the com- 
mitment stipulated in the con- 
tract signed between the ISPs 
and HMRC technical know- 
how resources between ISPs, 
the NIC and HMRC will be 
pooled. 

These pooled resources will 
be used in coordination with 
the Ministry of Education and 
the JTC to link theKingdora's 
more than 5,000 government- 
run schools,- of which -4,000 
are primary schools. ,. 

The project will start by 
linking secondary schools first 
because the bulk of invest- 
ment, computers, is already 
present, said Yousef Nsair. 
NIC director. 

“Whai they [secondary' 
schools] need to do now is 
invest in communications." 
said Dr. Nsair, adding that 
“primary schools will follow 
in the second stage." 

Asked about foe period of 
implementation, Dr. Nsair 


indicated that with the avail- 
ability of technical know-how 
and equipment, it all depend- 
ed on funding. 

Meanwhile, on a commer- 
cial level. Imad Ayoub, Glob- 
al One's general manager, said 
the company was "consider- 
ing ways to make the Internet 
available to the mass market.” 
Ma’an Suhaimar. general 
manager of the Fust Telecom- 
munication Group. FirstNet’s 
mother company, reiterated 
the pledge he made in April to 
extend funding and support to 
any project that would help 
develop Jordan. 

FirstNet was foe first ISP to 
establish Points of Presence in 
Irbid. Zarqa and Aqaba, mak- 
ing the Internet available 
through a local phone call in 
these locations. 

Yet even with the price 
reductions on Web subscrip- 
tions by Jordan's four ISPs 
earlier this year, only the 
wealthier could afford the 
Internet 

There are 8,000 subscrip- 
tions scattered between the 
four ISPs, a projected 2.000 
"regulars'" chatting via IRC 
and browsing through the 21 
or more Internet cafes across 
the Kingdom, and 1,500 users 
in 75 institutions linked 
through the NIC. 

The major obstacle still 
standing in the way of making 
the Internet accessible to a 
larger number of Jordanians is 
the local phone call tariffs, 
said Mr. Suhaimat 


Press association appeals for pardon of journalists 


By Alia ShuJkri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan Press Associa- 
tion (JPA) Monday marked International 
Press Freedom Day by petitioning His 
Majesty King Hussein to pardon all jour- 
nalists currently being tried for allegedly 
violating the press law. 

“Your Majesty, we pledge a whole new- 
start for the press to reflect a much more 
responsible, constructive, and objective 
approach aimed ai preserving the profes- 
sion the minute you grant a pardon,” the 
association said in a statement. 

It added that it was closely following 
foe government’s plan to draft a new press 
and publications law and said it was ready 
to take pan in all preparations for the law. 

The JPA urged the government to take 
its professional opinion on all issues relat- 
ing to regulating the press, “as we consid- 
er ourselves the most appropriate side to 
give advice and help.” 

It said that the world has been celebrat- 
ing International Press Day since its dec- 
laration in 1993 and that Jordan is a firm 
believe: of free press as an integral part of 
mankind’s freedom. 

Therefore, the JPA calls for the respect 
of man’s dignity and for savouring his 
freedom of expression without limfts as 
guaranteed in international human rights 
conventions." 

Meanwhile, the Cairo-based Federation 
of Arab Journalists issued a statement 
marking Arab Journalism Day on May 6. 

The Federation called on Arab govern- 
ments to provide the public as well as 


journalists v ith guarantees of free expres- 
sion without limitations. 

"Despite slight progress in a few Arab 
countries, the Federation finds that demo- 
cratic and constitutional reforms in most 
Arab countries are not proceeding well,' 
which negatively affects freedom of the 
press," the statement said. 

It said the Arab media still suffer from 
tough and anti-democratic measures that 
hinder it from fully performing its duty. 

The statement noted that the New York- 
based Committee to Protea Journalists 
(CPJ) placed two Arab leaders on its list 
of the 10 “enemies of the press” for the 
year 1997. 

Tunisian President Zein Al Abedine 
Ben Ali. as well as Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, were on the CPJ list, which 
was issued May 3. 

“The Federation demands that all Arab 
governments protea and preserve free- 
dom of the press and push forward their 
democratic processes,” the statement said, 
while urging journalists to abide by the 
codes and ethics of the profession. 

In a related development, the Washing- 
ton-based Freedom House, an organisa- 
tion dedicated to the promotion of liberty 
and democracy throughout the world, 
said that only 20 per cent of world's peo- 
ples live in countries with a free press. 

“Worldwide today, only one person in 
five has access to news and analysis that 
is not distorted or censored^, in addition, 
the pervasive harassment of journalists, 
even in partly free countries, encourages 
self-censorship. An unfree press cannot 
help liberate an unfree society” foe author 


of foe survey, Leonard Suss man. said 

The 1998 survey on press freedom 
found that 1.2 billion people in 67 coun- 
tries haw access to a free press, 2.2 billion 
people in 45 countries have limited 
access, and billion live in 65 nations 
where the print and broadcast media are 
not free. 

“Compared to the previous year’s rat- 
ings, one per cent fewer of the world’s 
people now live in nations with a free 
press," the survey said 

In foe Middle East, Freedom House 
said that “while two. Lebanon and Qatar, 
moved foam partly free to not free, Jor- 
dan's press returned to the partly free cat- 
egory after temporarily [droppingl to not 
free due to a severe press law passed in 
1997." 

A map of the world accompanying the 
report shows Jordan as the only country in 
the Middle East with partly free media, 
while most of Asia and Africa were indi- 
cated as being not free. 

According to the survey, there was a 
slight decrease in the number of press- 
freedom violation cases in 1997. At least 
41 journalists were killed, five fewer than 
1996. Thirty five were kidnapped com- 
pared to 47 foe earlier year. Some 310 
were arrested, down from 372, while 207 
were physically assaulted. 

“It is, however, small comfort for the 
victims and their families — and for the 
colleagues of journalist-victims, whose 
wok may be circumscribed (self-cen- 
sored) as they regard the potential penalty 
for honest, often courageous reporting." 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, May 5, 1998 


Professional associations hail King’s 
decision to meet with union leaders 


By Francesca Ciriari 

Jt intin Tilth'S Siatf Rept >ru'r 

AMMAN — Jordan's profes- 
sional associations on Monday 
hailed His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s decision to visit their 
headquarters and meet with 
their presidents as foe begin- 
ning of a new era in their rela- 
tions with foe government. 

"We have to break the ice 
between us and the govern- 
ment. and His Majesty did this 
for us by accepting our invita- 
tion to visit the professional 
unions building and meet with 
union leaders." said Hosni Abu 
Ghida. chairperson of the 
council of presidents of the 
Union of Professional Associ- 
ations. 

Jordan’s 13 professional 
associations, mostly controlled 
by Islamists and leftists, have 
locked horns with the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali since it look 
office last March. 

\beal critics of foe 1994 
peace treaty with Israel and 


wfcjf they dcscrire as "govern- 
ment tviicie* aimed at lower- 
ing foe ceiling of public free- 
do:ns.“ foe union* joined 13 
opposition parties in a call for 
a general boy con of last 
November'?, parliamentary 
elections. 

At a ceremony at the Palace 
of Culture on Sunday marking 
the 45fo anniversary of the 
assumption ol hi> constitution- 
al power?, foe King said he 
accepted "with all pleasure" 
foe union leaders' invitation to 
vis;: their headquarters 

"Le: us leave the past behind 
and look to the present and the 
future. 

"Let la Identity the pitfalls 
and find out foe things foat 
people are blaming us for." 
King Hussein u*Sd an audience 
<jf Sop officials, dignitaries, 
senii c army, police and securi- 
ty official-, as well as foreign 
diploma!*. 

"Let js find out foe points of 
weakness and how we can 
remedy them" he -aid. 

The King expressed hope 


foal his meeting with union 
leaders would bring about "a 
very frank discussion and dia- 
logue to determine what is best 
for us and to reach a consensus 
which will give us foe oppor- 
tunity to accomplish more and 
more for this country and for 
the region " 

Though no date has yet been 
set for the meeting. Mr. Abu 
Ghida told the Jordan Times 
that “based on His Majesty's 
fast reply |to the invitation!. 1 
think it will be a matter of 
days, not weeks.” 

Mr. Abu Ghida. who is also 
foe president of the 38.000- 
strong Jordan Engineers Asso- 
ciation. said a meeting of all 
union presidents today will 
identity and discuss the issues 
to be tackled during the 
upcoming talks with the King. 

A heated debate between the 
government and the profes- 
sional associations was 
sparked by a new draft law foal 
the government Is expected to 
submit to Parliament to regu- 
late the organisation and activ- 


ities of the unions. 

In his Speech from the 
Throne inaugurating foe cur- 
rent J3fo Parliament late 
November, the King entrusted 
Dr. Majali with drafting a law 
to help modernise and develop 
foe 80.000-strong professional 
associations. 

Changes to the professional 
associations law are expected 
to make membership in the 
unions voluntary, provide sep- 
arate unions for public and pri- 
vate sector members, and 
appoint a "manager" to super- 
vise the activities of each asso- 
ciation. Union leaders have 
rejected such proposals us 
aimed to "depoliticise" foe 
professional associations, tra- 
ditionally a hotbed for the 
opposition. 

But. "His Majesty made it 
very clear in his speech [on 
Sundayj that everything is 
negotiable and that he is as 
ready as usual to sit and listen, 
in the interest of the nation," 
Mr. Abu Ghida said. 


Arabic 
translation 
of children’s 
classic 
launched 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Arabic 
translation of the classic 
Canadian novel "Anne of 
Green Gables" was 
launched last week at the 
new Amman City Hall. 

A theatre reading of the 
book was presented by a 
Jordanian student and a 
Canadian student to sym- 
bolise the blending of the 
two cultures brought about 
by this venture. 

Mona Henning, owner of 
Dar Al Mona, the publisher 
of the book, said she had 
wanted this book translated 
imo Arabic as it was a "sin- 
cere piece of literature on 
what young girls could do." 

“We rarely have a female 
heroine in our .Arabic litera- 
ture. I chose this book 
because the heroine was a 
female and a child at that.” 
".Anne of Green Gables." 
written by Lucy Mont- 
gomery’, is considered to be 
one of the most important 
books in the genre of chil- 
dren "s literature. It is the 
story of Anne, an orphan 
who is mistakenly taken for 
a boy by her foster parents. 
She turns out to be not quite 
what was expected with her 
unconventional romantic 
and mischievous behaviour. 

The book was translated 
by Sukeina Ibrahim, a Syri- 
an author. 

According to Mrs. Hen- 
ning, children's books in 
Arabic are scarce because 
"the .Arab World only start- 
ed to think of children and 
their literature in the past 25 
vears." 

Dar AI Mona, which has 
been publishing since the 
early 1980s, focuses on 
Scandinavian books, as 
Mrs. Henning believes they 
bring good quality literature 
and amusement to the .Arab 
child. Jordan, she said, has a 
few authors of children’s 
books who are seriously 
trying to reach children. 

Bur in general, we don’t 
have many authors of chil- 
dren's books. I think that 
society has to make reading 
pan of a tradition, and it 
should be given its own 
space and importance in 
Jordan," Mrs. Henning said. 
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LECTURE 

* USAID’s Expanded Role and the 
New Opportunities That Can Be Had 
Due to This Expanded Role" by Brian 
Atwood from USAID at the Le Meridi- 
en Hotel (.former Forte Grand) at 2:30 
p.m. 

FILMS 

* “The Last Emperor” at the British 
Council Jabal Amman at 7:00 pan. 
(Also screening a children’s film enti- 


tled "Famous Five’ 
6, al 6:00 pan. 


on Wednesday, May 


PLAY 

* Play on foe environment entitled 
“Earth Puts People on Trial” at foe Royai 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 pan. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Muhammad Al ‘Amiri at 
die Jordan Writers Association building, 
Jabal Weibdeh (TeL 4621724), until May 
8 . 


* Works by Ecuadorian artist Olmedo 
Quimbita at Insrinno Cervantes, Jabal 
Amman, until May 12. 

* Works by Yassin Al Mohammadawi 
at the Orient Gallery, Shmeisani (Tel. 
5681303/4), until May 7. 

* Paintings bv Lebanese-American 
artist Etel Adrian entitled "Artist’s Book 
of Art and Poetry” at Darat Al Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh, until May 21, .Also dis- 
playing works by Berlin- based Syrian 
artist Marwan Bashi entitled “A Suite of 
Heads,” and works by contemporary 
Arab artists. 


Draft law package on judiciary 
reform, independence completed 


By Rnna Hussein] 

Jc-rJan Time* Shnj Reporter 

.AMMAN — The Higher 
Judicial Council or. Monday- 
said it has completed a pack- 
age of draft laws to help 
reform foe judiciary and safe- 
guard judicial independence, 
both controversial issues. 

The chief justice on foe 
Higher judicial Council. 
Suleiman Auajun. told the 
Jordan Times that foe council 
has just completed draft 
amendments to a law regulat- 
ing judicial independence. 

He said this and other draft 
laws governing foe judicial 
process and facilitating court 
procedures have been sent as 
a legislative package to the 
government. Front there they 
will be referred to Parliament 
for endorsement. 

“A group of judges, includ- 
ing rm self, has been working 


on these draft laws since His 
Majesty King Hussein’s call 
in March 1997 to issue new 
laws “ Judge Awajan said. 

King Hussein, in a letter to 
then Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti last year, 
instructed foe government to 
lake measures to guarantee 
the independence of the judi- 
ciary and improve the living 
conditions of judges by grant- 
ing them special allowances. 

The King told Mr. Kabariti 
that these measures should be 
taken as soon as possible to 
ensure that the judicial sys- 
tem in Jordan be capable’of 
shouldering its duties and 
continue to serve as a model 
of integrity and indepen- 
dence. 

In September 1996, judges 
from the Supreme Coun and 
foe Court of Cassation sub- 
mitted their resignations but 
later withdrew them after the 


government pledged to meet 
their demands and improve 
their working and living con- 
ditions. 

The judges had demanded 
foat foe government intro- 
duce measures to enhance, foe 
independence of foe judicia- 
ry, amend legislation related 
to judiciary work and reform 
laws in a manner that would 
ensure a comprehensive 
health insurance system for 
foe judges and their families. 

The former chief of foe 
Higher Judicial Council. 
Farouq Kilam, who was 
removed from office on Feb. 
23 by fellow judges three 
months after his appointment, 
and others had repeatedly 
criticised the current judicia- 
ry, describing it as "weak." 

He also charged that foe 
government often interfered 
in foe affairs of courts and the 
judicial?. 


Majali, ministerial committee 
review employment programme 


.AMMAN i Petra i — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
on Monday reviewed dir 
progress of a govemmem- 
appoimed ministerial commit- 
tee in implementing a pro- 
gramme for combating poverty 
and unemployment. 

Discussion focused on foe 
final version of the programme, 
which fulls under foe Jordanian 
National Strategy on Fighting 
Poverty and Unemployment, 
according to a statement after 
foe meeting. 

It said the committee mem- 
bers reviewed die programme's 
four aspects, which arc being 


carried out by various govern- 
mental and non-governmental 
organisations. 

The first stage entails restruc- 
turing and expanding foe work 
of die National Aid Fund, foe 
second deals with training and 
employment in accordance 
with the requirements of foe 
local labour market, foe third 
concerns granting small loans 
to develop small-size projects 
to create jobs for poor groups, 
and the fourth aspect concerns 
foe dev elopment of basic social 
infrastructure in various 
regions of foe country, accord- 
ing to foe statement. 


Dr. Majali urged the commit- 
tee to speed up its work and 
undertake the executive steps 
needed to translate their deci- 
sions into facts on foe ground. 

The government has ear- 
marked allocations for foe four 
stages of foe programme and 
foe committee will convene 
next w eek to follow up on foe 
committee's work, he added. 

The committee comprises the 
ministers of public works and 
housing, education and higher 
education, finance, health and 
medical care, awrqaf and Islam- 
ic affairs, social development, 
labour and planning. 


INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
"GOLDEN HELMSMEN OF TOURISM" 




JORDAN CHAPTER 


Greetings 


The President, ihe Hoard. dind 'The (.Members Of ihe 
dissociation c Wish io Extend c Wamest greetings to 

ZH3LZ21. Prince J^bduUah Hen < JMrnssm 

(^Honorary president Of ihe dissociation) 

On TJi c Occasion Of Ute ZRoyd Decree Promoting 
Z2iis ZRoyd HUghness To ihe^RarkOfdMigor general 
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French premier urges greater 


understanding on Pacific isle 


NOUMEA (AFP - ) — French 
Prime Minister Lionel 
Jospin called Monday for an 
end to prejudice between 
different cultures as he 
opened a new centre here 
dedicated to New 

Caledonia's indigenous 
Kanak people. 

The ceremony came a day 
before Mr. Jospin was to 
sign with the Kanak sepa- 
ratist movement and pro- 
French loyalists a historic 
accord which could eventu- 
ally pave the way to inde- 
pendence for New 

Caledonia. 

As he presided over the 
opening of the centre dedi- 
cated to slain Kanak leader 
Jean-Mari Tjibaou, the 
French leader acknowl- 
edged that "it was the feel- 
ing that the Kanak's cultural 
identity was being negated 
which was at the origin of 
his revolt 

He admitted there had 
been “imprudence, provo- 
cation. injustices and dra- 
mas” during France's colo- 
nial rule of the Pacific terri- 
tory. 

“Misunderstanding" was 
“at the origin of the serious 
conflicts which in the past 
opposed the Kanaks to the 
other communities or the 
French administration," Mr. 


Jospin said. 

Tjibaou “has taught us 
that all political conflict has 
a cultural dimension. 
Clearly, the Kanak culture 
can now open up towards 
others. The dialogue 
between cultures thus 
becomes a means of build- 
ing peace." 

Under the new agreement 
struck in April in Paris after 
two months of tough talks 
between the island’s pro- 
and anti-independence fac- 
tions, the divided South 
Pacific territory will from 
1999 see a step-by-step 
devolution. 

The 200.000 residents will 
vote by the end of the year 
whether the island should 
have its own government 
with enlarged powers. 

•A referendum on indepen- 
dence from France, which 
annexed the territory in 
3953, will be held within 15 
to 20 years. 

The talks to settle the 
future of the islands about 
1,500 kilometres east of 
Australia stemmed from a 
1988 agreement, known as 
the Matignon accord, that 
ended simmering unrest and 
violence by pledging a ref- 
erendum this year on self- 
determination. 

It is hoped the Paris 


accord will end decades of 
tension between indigenous 
Melanesian Kanak people 
and the French and other 
settlers who, though in the 
minority, held economic 
and political sway. 

• However, the two sides 
remained fiercely opposed 
on whether the island 
should seek independence 
from France or not. 

“I hope that in 20 years, 
the consultations will lead 
to New Caledonia remain- 
ing within the republic. That 
would be the best for all the 
communities living there 
together." said Jacques 
Lafleur, head of the loyalist 
Rally for Caledonia in the 
Republic (RPCR). 

“Taking into account cul- 
tures. the dignity of the 
Melanesians is necessary so 
that this country can live in 
peace.’* 

For his part, the head of 
the separatist Kanak 
Socialist National 

Liberation Front (FLNKS), 
Roch Wamytan, said it was 
“obvious” the new accords 
would “lead to indepen- 
dence. and a quasi-state in 
association with France. 
Otherwise. FLNKS would 
not have signed them." 

“The Caledonians must 
express themselves around 


the kernel, the Kanak peo- 
ple. colonised, who keep 
their right to political eman- 
cipation and independence. 

“It’s an outstretched hand, 
an invitation to create 
together the people of 
tomorrow." 

Since 1975. when Kanak 
separatists launched a cam- 
paign for independence. 
France has faced more trou- 
ble in New Caledonia than 
in any of the other 10 pos- 
sessions scattered across the 
Atlantic. Indian and Pacific 
Oceans, as well as in the 
Caribbean and in South 
America. 

Representatives from 20 
countries attended the inau- 
guration of the Jean-Marie 
Tjibaou cultural centre, 
including the speaker of 
Australia's House of 
Representatives. Ian 

Sinclair, New Zealand’s 
Maori Affairs Minister Tau 
Henare. Vanuatu Prime 
Minister Donald Kalpokas 
and Cook Islands Premier 
Sir Geoffrey Henry. 

Tjibaou was a separatist 
Kanak leader who was 
assassinated on May 4, 
1989, by an advocate of 
immediate independence 
who accused him of betray- 
ing the cause by signing the 
Matignon accords. 


Maskhadov seeks to 
mobilise Chechenya to find 
kidnapped Russian envoy 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 

Chechen President Aslan 
Maskhadov sought to 

mobilise his tiny republic in 
the hunt for Russian special 
envoy Valenriu Vlasov 
Monday, as a massive secu- 
rity sweep for the kid- 
napped official continued. 

Mr. Maskhadov was to 
chair a meeting between the 
authorities, religious lead- 
ers and Chechen elders in 
the capital Grozny to dis- 
cuss Mr. Vlasov's abduc- 
don Friday by gunmen near 
the border with neighbour- 
ing Ingushetia, ITAR-TASS 
reported. 

The kidnappers, who 
Chechen officials said 
spoke fluent Russian with- 
out the heavy Caucasus 
accent, have so far made no 
demands for the release of 
Mr. Vlasov, whose where- 
abouts remain unknown. 

Chechen deputies were 
also to tour the tiny North 
Caucasus republic in an 
effort to enlist public sup- 
port for the authorities' 
efforts to find the Russian 
aide, ITAR-TASS said. 

“A lot of information was 
collected in the three days 
after Vlasov's abduction. 


which allows us to narrow 
down the number of possi- 
ble scenarios," Chechen 
prosecutor general 

Khavazh Serbiyev- told 
Interfax without elaborat- 
ing. 

He ruled out suggestions 
the abduction “was staged 
in accordance with a sce- 
nario jointly worked out by 
people from the centre 
(Moscow) and the North 
Caucasus." Interfax quoted 
him as saying. 

Sunday his deputy 
Magomed Magomadov 
blamed the abduction on “a 
highly professional group 
of terrorists," fuelling spec- 
ulation that the kidnapping 
was not one of the routine 
hostage-takings for ransom 
that have plagued the 
region since the end of 
Chechenya’s war of inde- 
pendence from Moscow. 

Senior Russian and 
Chechen officials at the 
weekend said the abduction 
had been planned by hard- 
liners opposed to an August 
1996 peace pact which 
ended the 21 -month con- 
flict but left Chechenya's 
final political status unre- 
solved. 


Mr. Vlasov, Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin's 
special envoy to 
Chechenya, was the first 
senior Russian'official- to be 
kidnapped in the region. 

Security remained high 
across the breakaway 
mountainous republic 
Monday, where more than 
1,000 troops were involved 
in the hunt for the kidnap 
gang. 

The Chechen authorities 
have offered a 5100,000 
reward for information 
leading to Mr. Vlasov's safe 
release, irritating Moscow 
which ruled out making any 
payment to secure the 
envoy's freedom. 

Mr. Vlasov’s bodyguard 
and driver have been arrest- 
ed over the kidnap, the for- 
mer for failing to offer 
resistance, the latter for 
complicity in the abduction. 

Mr. Magomadov has 
however criticised the 
Russian official's “criminal 
negligence" in failing to 
take adequate security mea- 
sures in a region close to 
the site of a bloody attack 
on Russian military two 
weeks ago which left five 
dead, including a general. 


Major earthquake rocks Okinawa; 
tsunami warning issued 


NAHA, Japan c.AP) — A 
powerful earthquake rum- 
bled through Okinawa. 
Taiwan and the Philippines 
Monday, setting off tsunami 
alerts and sending hundreds 
fleeing for the safety of high 
ground. 

There were no reports of 
casualties or serious dam- 
age. 

The earthquake struck at 
8:30 a.m. Japan time (2330 
GMT Sunday) and had a 
preliminary magnitude of 
7.7. according to Japan's 
Central Meteorological 
Agency. 

The agency immediately 
issued a tsunami alert for 
coastal areas in Okinawa, a 
string of islands in southern 
Japan, fearing the offshore 
quake might generate 
waves as high os 2 metres. 
Such waves can cause seri- 
ous damage. 

Hundreds of people on 
Ishigaki, the island in 
Okinawa nearest the epi- 
centre, fled by car for high 
ground. But the first tsuna- 
mi to reach Ishigaki was 
only 10 centimetres high, 
and” officials rescinded the 
alert about two hours after 


the quake hit. 

The quake was centred 20 
kilometres under the seabed 
260 kilometres south of 
Ishigaki. which has a popu- 
lation of 43,000. 

It was also felt on the east 
coast of Taiwan, where it 
was strong enough to sway 
buildings, and in the north- 
ern Philippines, where seis- 
mologists cautioned that 
aftershocks were possible. 

Ishigaki city hall official 
Nagahiro Uechi said gro- 
ceries were shaken off store 
shelves, but there were no 
reports of serious damage or 
injuries. 

Had the earthquake hit 
closer to shore, it could 
have been catastrophic. A 
quake registering 7.2 killed 
more than 6,000 people and 
flattened the western Japan 
city of Kobe in 1995. 

Monday's quake was 
hardly felt in Naha, which is 
Okinawa’s regional capital, 
on an island just north of 
Ishigaki. 

Despite the alerts, beaches 
around Naha were crowded 
with tourists here for a 
string of holidays. 

“It’s Golden Week," said 


Masue Shiraabukuro. 24. 
“It would take more than a 
tidal wave to get people off 
the beaches.” Japan is one 
of the world's most earth- 
quake-prone nations, sitting 
along the Pacific “Ring of 
Fire" and straddling four 
tectonic plates, slabs that 
move across the Earth's sur- 
face. 

The quake was also the 
19th to strike Taiwan this 
year. A magnitude 5.7 earth- 
quake centred in the same 
area as Monday's jolted 
eastern Taiwan Saturday. 

Seismic activity has 
increased in other areas 
recently as well. 

Thousands of earth- 
quakes, most too weak to be 
felt have been recorded in 
the Ito seaside resort area, 
which is just south of 
Tokyo, and the meteorolog- 
ical agency last week 
warned a volcano in north- 
ern Japan may be rumbling 
back to life. 

Ishigaki is one of dozens 
of islands in Okinawa, 
which is Japan's southern- 
most prefecture and is locat- 
ed about 1.600 kilometres 
southwest of Tokyo. 


Tribal 
rebels 
stage bomb 
attack after 
massacre 
in India 


GUWAHATL India (AFP) 
— Tribal rebels staged a 
bomb attack Monday in a 
village in the far east Indian 
state of Assam, a day after 
killing 14 bus passengers in 
the region, officials here 
said. 

They said four people 
were seriously injured in 
Monday's blast carried out 
by Bode* tribal insurgents in 
the slate’s remote Darang 
district. 

State Chief Minister 
Prafulla Mahama. mean- 
while. said 30 Bodes were 
arrested for Sunday's mas- 
sacre in Kokrajhar district, 
the bloodiest attack this 
year in Assam. 

Bode guerrillas, cam- 
paigning for a tribal home- 
land in Assam, ambushed a 
bus, identified 14 members 
of a rival Santhal commu- 
nity and dragged them out 
before killing them Sunday. 

More than 100.000 
Santhals have fled their 
homes in Assam because of 
frequent attacks by the 
dominant Bodo groups. 

Chief Minister Mahama 
said passenger buses would 
be escorted by troops in 
Assam to prevent similar 
bloodletting. 

In November 1996. a 
clash between the Bodos 
and the Santhals in 
Kokrajhar. bordering 
Bhutan. left more than 500 
dead. 

Another 200.000 people 
were left homeless and the 
government has housed 
them in heavily-guarded 
camps in the district. 

Sunday's massacre came 
a day after Indian Prime 
Minister Aral Behan 
Vajpayee decided to hold 
talks with the far-east 
region's oldest tribal insur- 
gent group. 

Mr. Vajpayee’s new 
Hindu nationalist-led gov- 
ernment plans to negotiate 
with different groups of 
tribal guerrillas in India's 
seven far eastern state. 

Tribal rebellions in 
Assam and six other remote 
states, which have a total 
population of 30 million, 
have left thousands dead in 
the past five decades. 

New Delhi suspects that 
some of the separatist 
groups have camps in 
Bangladesh. Bhutan and 
Burma. 
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Gerard Finale (centre) who is accussed of masterminding the murder of French 
Riviera parliamentarian Vann Piat assassinated four years ago, appears in the heav- 
ily-guarded court of Draguignau surrounded by Olivier Tomassone (left) and 
Stephane Chiarisoli two others suspected in the assassination (Reuters photo) 


Tight security as seven go on 
trial for lawmaker’s slaving 




DRAGUIGNAN. France 
l AP) — Seven men went on 
trial Monday for the 1994 
slaying of a woman law- 
maker who crusaded 
against corruption along 
France's southern coast. 

The trial, expected to last 
six weeks, got under way in 
this southern town amid 
unusually tight security, 
guarded by two companies 
of elite CRS national police 
plus a police commando 
team. 

Motorcycle-bound attack- 
ers shot Yann Piat three 
times Feb. 25, 1994, as her 
chauffeur drove her near her 
home in Mont des Oiseaux 
near the port city of Toulon. 

The two men on the 
Yamaha 750 were believed 
to be Lucien Fern, 26, the 


alleged gunman, and the 
driver Marco di Caro, 25. 

The two were arrested 
June 17. 1994, along with 
four other alleged accom- 
plices, also in their twenties 
— Stephane Chiarisoli. 25. 
Olivier Tomassone, 23, 
Stephane Guechguech. 25, 
and Remain Gressier, 23. 

Investigators the same day 
also arrested Gerard Finale, 
53, the alleged mastermind 
of the hit and the owner of a 
restaurant in the nearby port 
of Hyeres. 

Piat had campaigned 
□gainst what she called “a 
culture of corruption” in the 
area. She also likely made 
enemies by switching from 
the far-right National Front 
to the conservative 
Republican Party. - 


In a letter she wrote Jan. 
22, 1992, she said that “in 
case of a fatal accident” 
involving herself, it would 
be opportune to question 
Maurice Arreckx, former 
mayor of Toulon and presi- 
dent of the local General 
Council until 1994. Mr. 
Arreckx is among those 
expected on the witness 
stand. 

The prosecution has yet to 
accept the theory of a polit- 
ical settling of scores. But 
the scenario gathered steam 
last year with the book “The 
Yann Piat Affair: Assassins 
at the Heart of Power." The 
authors alluded to two con- 
servative former cabinet 
members but were fined in a 
defamation suit and the 
book was withdrawn. 


‘Mr. Super Com’ leaves Seoul with 
fertilisers and com for North Korea 


SEOUL (AFP) — A 
South Korean known as 
“Mr. Super Corn” left 
Monday on his way to 
North Korea to help the 
starving nation avert 
future food shortages. 

A spokesman lor the 
International Corn 
Foundation said Kim 
Soon- K won would leave 
for Pyongyang from 
Beijing Tuesday. 

Mr. Kim won his nick- 
name for his 17 years of 
work in impoverished 
African states on hardy- 
corn hybrids that can 
withstand drought. He 
took with him six tonnes 
of com seeds and 1.000 
tonnes of fertiliser. 

When he first visited 
North Korea in January 
the government asked 
him to relay a request to 
Seoul for 200.000 tonnes 
of fertiliser. 

The request led to the 
first official government 
contacts in nearly four 


years. 

But the Beijing talks 
broke down last month 
after Seoul said it would 
only provide the fertilis- 
er at government level if 
Pyongyang agreed to set 
. a timetable to discuss the 
issue of reuniting fami- 
lies separated since the 
1950-53 Korean war. 

North Korea's grain 
stocks ran out at the end 
of March and it is now 
fully dependent on for- 
eign aid. 

Catherine Bertini. 
executive director of the 
World Food Programme, 
said recently the 
Communist state’s food 
situation had improved 
but it still faced “stag- 
gering” shortages requir- 
ing aid for years to 
come. 

The secretary-general 
of South Korea's 
National Red Cross 
iKNRC). Lee Byung- 
Woona. is meanwhile 


due to meet his North 
Korean counterpart Lee 
Kyong-Rin, a KNRC 
spokesman said. 

The South Korean Red 
Cross chief took with 
him food aid including 
flour, fertiliser, pow- 
dered milk and baby 
food. 

“We believe talks will 
be held between the two 
on issues such as human- 
itarian aid and the 
reunion of separated 
families.” the spokesman 
said. 

“It is premature to pre- 
dict but the North has 
been showing flexibility 
now despite the break- 
down of Beijing talks.” 

In February Red Cross 
officials from the two 
Koreas agreed that South 
Korea would provide 
50.000 tonnes of food 
for the North. 


2 soldiers killed, a third 
abducted in Abkhazia 


TBILISI I AFP) — Two sol- 
diers from the breakaway 
Georgian region of 
Abkhazia were killed and a 
third taken hostage after 
Georgian gunmen attacked 
the trio near the ceasefire 
line, state radio reported 
Monday. 

Abkhazian Deputy 

Defence Minister Garri 
KupaJba rold the radio the 
incident took place Sunday 
evening as the Abkhazian 


soldiers were completing a 
tour of posts in the border 
region between the sepa- 
ratist province and Georgia. 

He said two soldiers were 
shot dead by Georgian gun- 
men from the" “White 
Legion" armed group, while 
the third was" taken off 
along with the two dead 
bodies. Georgian officials 
have not commented on the 
attack. 

Clashes are frequent in the 


border region, despite a 
four-year ceasefire moni- 
tored by Russian peace- 
keepers. 

The Abkhazia region on 
the Black Sea coast of 
northwest Georgia declared 
independence after the col- 
lapse of the Sovier Union 
and drove out Georgian 
troops in a war in which up 
to 10.000 people died and 
250.000 people were dis- 
placed. 


4 killed in China drive-by shooting 


BEIJING (AFPj — Four 
people were killed and 
seven injured when gun- 
men sprayed bullets from a 
passing car into a restau- 
rant in southern China, 
local police said Monday, 
“So far. we do not have a 
motive, but we have 
arrested several people 
and we expect more 


“nests.” a police 

spokesman in Leizhou 

city. Guangdong province 
said. 

He refused to comment 
on the possibility of organ- 
ised crime involvement. 

The assailants Fired from 
a white Toyota sedan at a 
dozen people eating mid- 
night snacks in a restau- 


rant on the banks of the 
Nanhu Lake in Leizhou 
Thursday evening. 

A waitress was killed 
instantly and three people 
died in hospital. 

In addition to the arrests, 
police have so far seized 
two submachine guns, one 
handgun, and five clips 
containing 54 bullets. 
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U.N. team 
arrives for 
over 
southern 
Afghan 
pullout 


Flight 
cancelled 
after bee 
discovered 
in cabin 


TOKYO <AP) — A Japan 
Airlines flight had to be 
cancelled Sunday after 
cabin attendants failed to 
oust an unwelcome guest 
— a huge bee that boarded 
ahead of passengers. 

JAL’s ground attendants 
saw the bee flying into the 
plane’s cabin just before 
they finished preparing it 
for departure from New 
Chitose Airport in northern 
Japan to the central city of 
Nagoya, a JAL spokesman 
said Monday, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

The bee eluded atten- 
dants trying to catch it, and 
nobody was stung, the 
spokesman said. 

Cancelling a 
because of a bee was a 
first, he added. 

Officials at die airport, 
on the island of Hokkaido 
760 kilometres north or 
Tokyo, scrubbed the fligj 1 
out of fear the bee might 
cause panic among passen- 
gers. • 

Passengers were / icas ‘ 
signed to anothCTjjig^ 1 ^ 
Nagoya. . " ■ ' 

The bee, sprayed wj® 
insecticide, was seized 
about an hour later. 
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KABUL (AFP) — A top 
team of United Nations 
h umani tarian officials 
arrived in the Afghan capi- 
tal Monday for talks with 
Taleban officials aimed at 
resolving their pullout 
from southern Afghanistan. 

The team, led by New 
York-based deputy coordi- 
nator Martin Griffiths from 
the U.N. humanitarian 
assistance headquarters, is 
scheduled to discuss issues 
related to U-N. concerns 
over staff security in 
Taleban-held areas. 

Mr. Griffiths, who is 
accompanied by U.N. offi- 
cials from New York and 
Islamabad, is set to stay in 
the capital for up to four 
days of talks with Taleban 
officials. 

However, delegates were 
tight-lipped on their entry 
into the capital, asserting 
they will reserve comment 
until after the current round 
of talks are over. 

U.N. aid activities in the 
southern Taleban-militia 
base of Kandahar were sus- 
pended in March following 
a series of assaults on U.N. 
expatriate staff by senior 
Taleban officials. 

According to the UJM., 
three separate staff mem- 
bers were assaulted with a 
table, a flask and the bare 
hands of a Taleban official 

The U.N. is also con- 
cerned about continued 
•restrictions on women, 
including a rule forcing 
non- Afghan Muslim 
women working in aid to 
be accompanied by a male 
relative. 

The Taleban. who are not 
recognised as 

Afghanistan’s legitimate 
government by the U.N., 
accuse the organisation of 
taking an anti-Taleban 
stance. 

In particular, the strict 
Muslim movement com- 
plains that the U2M. left 
Kandahar in a storm of 
protest but remained silent 
over the massive looting of 
U.N. premises in the anti- 
Taleban alliance strong- 
hold of Mazar-i-Sharif last 
year. 
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Students recall former 
Tiananmen leaders with 
apathy on centenary 
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BEIJING (AFP) — 

China’s ruling elite 

marked the centenary of 
Beijing University 
Monday with praise for 
its revolutionary past but 
silence about the 1989 
student massacre in 
Tiananmen Square, as 
current students remem- 
bered former pro-democ- 
racy campaigners with 
indifference. 

The former democracy 
movement "has nothing 
to do with us. The stu- 
dents of *89 were like 
actors staging a comedy." 
said a 19-year student of 
urban planning from 
southwestern Sichuan 
province, who refused to 
be identified. 

■■Wang Dan has com- 
pletely wasted his rime in 
prison. Today's students 
are more practical and 
rational They think about 
money or about leaving 
the country." 

Wans Dan, a former 
Beijing University stu- 
dent ranked number one 
on die government’s 
most- wan ted list follow- 
ing the crackdown, flew 
to~ exile in the United 
States last month after a 
total of six and a half 
years in prison. 

’ Other students inter- 
viewed echoed the 
Sichuan teenager's com- 
ments. “I'm not here 
because of Wang Dan but 
because of the academic 
excellence of Beida 
(Beijing University). 
What is important to me 
is the academic creden- 
tials not the political 
stance of the school,” 
saida 19-year old English 
major from Zhejiang 
province. 

Others said a bigger 
concern than Tiananmen 
Square is how China’s 
economic.;, restructuring j 
.will affect the university, 
especially since this year 
die- school is demanding : 
tuition of 2,000 yuan 
($243) a year — a strug- 
gle for many once assured 
of a free education. 

President Jiang Zemin 
led a sanitised publicity 
blast about the universi- 
ty’s heroic past with a 
speech to 8,000 specially- 
chosen guests at die Great 
HaJl of the People. 

“Beijing University has 
a great history and revo- 
lutionary tradition and it 
should make further con- 
tributions to China’s 
modernisation drive.” Mr. 
Jiang said. 

He was joined by 
Premier Zhu Rongji, head 
of the parliament Li Peng, 
head of the upper house 
Li Ruihuan and the rest of 
the ruling Communist 
Party politburo. 

Despite students’ pro- 
fessed apathy to the 
Tiananmen Square mas- 
sacre. educators at the 
event said the university 
had become noticeably 
more tolerant of dissent- 


ing viewpoints on campus 

lately. 

“People can speak their 
opinions more freely than 
a year ago, for sure. I’m 
very happy about this. It's 
a big improvement," said 
Shen Yilian. economic 
adviser to Beijing 
University. 

“The level of debate 
and the kinds of things 
that are being published 
now are much more open 
than they were a few 
years ago,” commented 
Gregory Kulacki, director 
of the Council on 
International Educational 
Exchange, which runs 
several exchange pro- 
grammes in China. 

While participants 
praised the increasing 
openness on campus, 
authorities appeared 
determined to keep the 
celebrations from taking 
on political overtones. 
Former Tiananmen 
Square leader Wang 
Youcai, an alumnus invit- 
ed to join the festivities, 
was arrested by police 
after he arrived in 
Beijing, apparently to 
prevent him launching 
protests, according to a 
human rights group. He 
had recently called for the 
government to rehabili- 
tate former leaders of the 
movement whom authori- 
ties have branded crimi- 
nals. 

Academics said the uni- 
versity faces challenges 
such as stimulating cre- 
ative discoveries in an 
academic environment 
that relies heavily on lec- 
tures and meraorisatioo. 

"China still uses very 
much lecture-oriented 
techniques. There is not a 
lot of discussion in class- 
es. There hasn't been 
much change there,” Mr. 
Kulacki said. 

‘ The cenfrid government - 
has said one of its priori- 
ties is promoting higher 
education to foster cre- 
ative scientific discover- 
ies. 

Economic adviser Mr. 
Shen said that in line with 
efforts to move away 
from a state-planned 
economy, the government 
is encouraging the uni- 
versity to become less 
reliant on it for financial 
support. “We may 
increase the number of 
foreign students to raise 
money in the future. The 
government still gives us 
a lot of money. But stu- 
dents who can afford it 
will have to pay for them- 
selves more in the 
future.” Mr. Shen said. 

However, only about 10 
per cent of students cur- 
rently receive financial 
aid, he acknowledged. 
The 2,500 yuan for 
tuition and board repre- 
sents a solid three 
months' income for urban 
workers and far more for 
those from rural areas. 



Former South Korean spy chief Kwon Young-Hae is 
escorted by prison police to a Seoul court (Reuters 
photo) 


Indian defence minister 
under attack for 
statement on China 


NEW D EI -H I t AFPi — Indian 
Defence Minister George 
Fernandes came under attack 
Monday for his explosive com- 
ment that China was India's 
number one enemy. 

The Congress party, the main 
opposition in parliament, said 
the comments could jeopardise 
relations between India and 
China, which fought a brief but 
biuer war in 1962 and are now- 
pursuing better relations. 

Natwar Singh, a senior 
Congress leader and former 
foreign minister, described Mr. 
Fernandes' statements as "irre- 
sponsible and unfortunate.” 

"The an of diplomacy' lies in 
increasing the number of our 
friends and reducing the num- 
ber of our adversaries.” Ml 
S ingh, a former ambassador, 
said. 

‘The defence minister is 
doing exactly the opposite.” be 
told reporters a day after the 
private Home TV network 
released in advance the com- 
ments of Mr. Fernandes, a fire- 
brand socialist in the new rul- 
ing coalition. ‘ 

The defence minister said 
India faced a bigger threat from 
China than from Pakistan and 
New Delhi world make 
nuclear weapons if it ran out of 
options. 

"China is potential threat 
number one.” Mr. Fernandes 
said. The controversial inter- 
view will be broadcast later 
Monday by Home TV. 

Mr. Fernandes sai± The 
potential threat from China is 
greater than that from Pakistan 
and any person who is con- 
cerned about India's security 
must agree with that fact." 

He sad China had stockpiled 
nuclear weapons in Tibet along 
India's borders and military air- 
fields in Tibet had been extend- 
ed in the last six months. 

Mr. Fernandes also said 
China was training Myanmar's 


army and had set up a "massive 
electronic surveillance estab- 
lishment” on Myanmar’s Coco 
Blands on the northern tip of 
India's Andaman and Nicobar 
islands. 

Sino-Indian tensions eased 
following a series of high-level 
contacts which began after a 
visit by then-Congress Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi to 
Beijing in 1988. 

Natwar Singh said Mr. 
Fernandes in his interview 
ignored the thaw in ties. “The 
defence minister appears to be 
ignoring thai process. Ibis, to 
say the least is both irresponsi- 
ble and unfortunate." 

Mr. Singh said Prime 
Minister Atal Bebari 
Vajpayee’s government must 
clarify whether the comments 
were the personal opinion of 
Ml Fernandes or the official 
government stance. 

"It is not clear whether 
Fernandes is propagating his 
personal agenda or reflecting 
the views of the Vajpayee gov- 
ernment ... a clarification from 
the government would not be 
out of place." Mr. Singh added. 

Mr. Fernandes, speaking on 
India’s policy on China, said: ‘T 
think there is a reluctance to 
face the reality that China’s 
intentions need to be ques- 
tioned. 

"This is where our country 
has made mistakes in the past 
We made those mistakes in the 
early 1950s. We paid the price 
in the 1960s. And I think things 
have not changed.” 

His comments came on the 
heels of the first-ever visit to 
India by a chief of the Chinese 
army. General Fu Quanyou. 

India says China still holds 
40,000 square kilometres of its 
territory at Aksai Chin in 
Kashmir. China lays claim to a 
swathe of Indian territory in the 
far eastern state of Amnachal 
Pradesh. 
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Drugs that killed cancer in mice to be 
tested on humans within one year 


BOSTON (AP) — A com- 
bination of drugs has been 
proven to kill cancer in 
mice. Now the question is: 
Will it work in humans? 
The drugs — angiostatin 
and endostatin — work by 
cutting off the blood supply 
to cancerous tumours. 
Given intravenously to 
mice, the drugs have shrunk 
tumours and made them 
disappear altogether. The 
dnigs also appear to pre- 
sent the spread of tumours. 

Their innovator. Dr . 1 
Judah Folkman, a Harvard 
professor and researcher at 
Boston’s Children’s 
Hospital, called the combi- 
ttshon of proteins J1 very 
Promising,” but cautioned 
that success might not carry 
°ver to human patients. 

“Ws have to be careful 
* il h expectations,” Dr. 
Folkman warned. 

Hut the director of the 
tfctioa’s top cancer research 
t^ntre called the initial 


studies on mice “remark- 
able and wonderful" and 
said he hopes to begin test- 
ing the drugs on small num- 
bers of humans within a 
year. 

*T am putting nothing on 
higher priority than getting 
this into clinical trials,” Dr. 
Richard D. Klausner, direc- 
tor of the National Cancer 
Institute, told The New 
York Times. 

The development of the 
drugs — which are protein 
fragments found in human 
blood — caps a 30-year 
research process that began 
when Dr. Folkman rea- 
soned that tumours cannot 
orew or spread without a 
steady blood supply. 

A decade ago. Dr. 
Folkman and other 
researchers developed a 
first generation of cancer- 
inhibiting drugs that slowed 
the growth of tumours in 
animals. 

In experiments during the 


past five years, these early 
cancer inhibitors have been 
found to slow growth of 
tumours in human patients 
as well. Dr. Folkman said. 

The new proteins take the 
cancer therapy one step fur- 
ther by eliminating the flow 
of blood to tumours, much 
like shutting off the water 
supply to a house. 
Furthermore, tumours do 
not become resistant to 
endostatin, as they can to 
chemotherapy drugs. Dr. 
Folkman said- 

“If you look at tumours 
like a bunch of grapes on a 
vine, you could say current 
drugs and chemotherapy 
treat the grapes,” Dr. 
Folkman said. "But these 
new drugs treat the vine so 
the grapes will wither and 
die." 

Although it is impossible 
to speculate on which types 
of human cancer might 
respond to the new drugs. 
Dr. Folkman said the pro- 


teins have eliminated forms 
of colon, prostate, breast 
and brain cancers in mice. 
So far, he said, researchers 
have not found a form of 
cancer in mice they cannot 
beat. 

In one of Dr. Folkman ’s 
experiments, when protein 
treatments were stopped 
among some mice, their 
tumours returned. But after 
Dr. Folkman restarted the 
drugs — administering 
them continuously — the 
tumours receded and the 
animals remained healthy. 

While Dr. Folkman warns 
against being overly opti- 
mistic. others are predicting 
complete success. 

Nobel laureate Dr. James 
Watson, who directs a can- 
cer research centre in New 
York, says Dr. Folkman's 
research may be as signifi- 
cant as Charles Darwin's. 

Dr. Watson told the 
Times: “Judah is going to 
cure cancer in two vears.” 


Intelligence chief claims all 
responsibility for smear campaign 


SEOUL (AFPi — Former 
intelligence chief Kwon 
Young-Hae Monday 
claimed responsibility tor 
&n investigation -into 
^politicians but denied the 
aim was to block President 
Kim Dae-Jung winning 
elections. 

"All the responsibility 
must be placed on me,” 
•Mr. Kwon, 61. said in an 
'opening statement as he 
and six co-defendants 
appeared for trial at a 
Seoul district court. 

"My men here had long 
risked their lives for intel- 
ligence operations and just 
followed my orders faith- 
fully,” he said, appealing 
for clemency for his men. 
t It was a dramatic turn- 
around from Mr. K won's 
earlier stance. He tried to 
commit suicide by slash- 
ing his stomach with a 
blade during interroga- 
tions in March, to avoid 
answering charges of mas- 
terminding the smear cam- 
paign. 

Mr. Kwon admitted he 
had arranged pre-election 
news conferences imply- 


ing links between 
Pyongyang and Kim Dae- 
Jung's camp. But he 
denied the news confer- 
ences were aimed at foil- 
ing Mr. Kim's presidential 
bid. 

Mr. Kwon quit as head 
of the National Security 
Planning Agency tNSPi in 
February when Mr. Kim. a 
former dissident who once 
escaped an assassination 
anempi by intelligence 
officials, took office. 

Along with Mr. Kwon, 
the first intelligence chief 
on trial for meddling in 
politics, five former NSP 
officials and Yoon Hona- 
Joon, a U.S.-based busi- 
nessman. were in court on 
charges oflibel and violat- 
ing election and security 
laws. 

Prosecutors accused Mr. 
Yoon of speaking for intel- 
ligence officials in return 
for S25.000. 

The former N'SP chief is 
accused of masterminding 
a secret NSP plot, code- 
named "Operation North 
Wind." to portray Mr. Kim 
and his followers as leftist 


sympathisers. 

A storm erupted after 
Mr. K won's lawyers 
claimed the president’s 
son. Kim Hong-11, and his 
followers had maintained 
secret connections with 
North Korea. 

"We have intelligence 
information on connec- 
tions between some (rul- 
ing parry i politicians and 
North Korea.” argued 
chief lawyer Oh Je-Do. 

The lawyer, however, 
refused to elaborate on his 
claims, offering to dis- 
close sensitive details if 
the court approved his 
demand for closed hear- 
ings. 

He also argued that Mr. 
Kwon was innocent 
because he investigated 
possible links between 
Pyongyang and South 
Korean politicians as pan 
of his "normal intelligence 
operations." 

Prosecutors denounced 
the law yers for seeking to 
twist the coun's proceed- 
ings with groundless alle- 
gations. 

Mr. Kwon is suspected 


of leaking through his men 
a classified NSP report of 
secret contacts between 
South Korean politicians 
and North Korean officials 
in Beijing. 

Prosecutors Monday 
issued summonses to two 
opposition lawmakers 
over suspicions they 
sought North Korea's help 
in last year's presidential 
polls. 

The trial conies amid a 
sw eeping government 
inquiry into policy failures 
and government malprac- 
tice under the rule of ex- 
President Kim Young- 
Sam. 

The house-cleaning 
drive triggered a politico) 
storm, with opposition 
members accusing the rul- 
ing camp of undermining 
their power base before 
local assembly elections in 
June. 

The June elections for 
mayors, governors and 
local assemblymen have 
been seen as the first test 
of Kim Dae-Jung's leader- 
ship amid the lingering 
economic crisis. 


Top U.N. 
envoy meets 
i Sri Lankan 
officials on 
children in 
war 


COLOMBO. Sri Lanka (AP) 
— A LIN. envoy met with Sri 
Lankan officials Monday as 
pan of a campaign to keep 
children out of the country's 
1 5-vear-old ethnic war. 

• Olara Otunou arrived in this 
Indian Ocean island Sunday 
on a week-long visit during 
which he will travel to areas 
controlled by the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, the 
main rebel group. 

The Sri Lan kan g overnment 
accuses the LTTE of using 
children as fighters in its battle 
for an independent homeland 
for the minority' Tamils. 

The U.N. appointed Mr. 
Otunnu as special representa- 
tive for children in aimed con- 
flict after the General 
•Assembly adopted a report by 
Graca Machel in 1996. 

“Ml Otunnu *s visit is a 
recognition of Sri . Lanka's 
desire to implement the 
Machel Report, which would 
contribute towards addressing 
the issue comprehensively at 
both the national and interna- 
tional level.” the Sri Lankan 
foreign ministry said in a state- 
ment Monday after Mr. 
Otunnu met with Foreign 
Minister Lakshman 

Kadiigaraar and other offi- 
cials. 

„ Mr. Otunnu was not avail- 
able for comment. 

*■ Mr. Otunnu’s duties include 
lobbying governments and pri- 
vate organisations to enforce 
the 1989 Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, which 
calls on states not to recruit 
children below age 15 into 
armed forces. He has also 
urged the creation of pro- 
grammes io help integrate for- 
mer child fighters into society. 

The LTTE announced 
Sunday it would observe a uni- 
lateral cease-fire Wednesday 
and Thursday, apparently 
timed to coincide with Mr. 
Otunnu 's visit to the war the- 
atre. 

But the envoy’s visit was 
preceded by fresh flare-ups 
between government forces 
®d Tamil rebels that left at 
feast 23 people dead on' both 
sides in attacks Sunday, police 
and military officials said. 

Monday, Sri Lanka's 
defence ministry said K was 
unaware of any cea se-fire pro- 
posal by the LTTE, - but 
■promised to take all measures 
to ensure that the U.N. repre- 
sentative could visit any the 
area he wanted. 

Mr. Otunnu is scheduled to 
travel to the former rebel 
stronghold of Jaffna and to 
Vavuniya and Mannar Jaffna 
and Vavunia are under full 
government control, but the 
Tigers control parts of Mannar. 


Prince Ranariddh returns 
for election deadline 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) 
— Deposed co-Premier 
Prince Norodom 

Ranariddh returned to 
Cambodia from exile for 
the third time Monday 
before a deadline to reg’- 
ister for July’s electionr 

The prine’e is prepared 
to stay permanently, 
according to aides, who 
noted however that he 
would probably leave 
Cambodia at least once 
more before the July 26 
polls. 

About 200 supporters, 
some MPs and a few 
government officials 
Fumed up at the airport to 
welcome him along with 
the North Korean ambas- 
sador. the head of the 
U.N. mission and a U.S. 
diplomat. 

His plane touched 
down minutes before a 
tropical downpour hit 
Phnom Penh, which sup- 
porters said was a good 
omen for his return and 
the election. 

Political panics have 
until Thursday to submit 
their list of candidates to 
the National Election 
Commission. Voter reg- 
istration is due to begin 
in two weeks. 

Although the prince 
returned to meet the 
deadlines, it remained 
unclear whether his 
opposition alliance 
would lake pan in the 
election, as it has been 
highly critical of prepa- 
rations. 

"I’m here to check on 
progress for the elec- 
tions." the prince said on 
arrival from Bangkok. "I 
have to go and register of 
course.*' 


The election will be the 
first in Cambodia since 
the 1993 poll organised 
by the United Nations, 
which led to the failed 
power-sharing arrange- 
ment between strongman 
Hun Sen and Prince 
Ranariddh. 

Last July Hun Sen oust- 
ed the prince in a week- 
end of fierce fighting in 
the capiral. The prince 
appeared unconcerned by 
Hun Sen's remarks tha’t 
he would not meet the 
prince for election talks 
unless he dropped his 
claim to be first prime 
minister. 

"1 said I wanted to see 
(Hun Sen). 1 never men- 
tioned in what capacity, 
in order to pave the way 
for the elections." the 
prince said. "Only the 
Cambodian people can 
take my mandate away.” 

The prince's alliance, 
the National United 
Front, has said it will 
boycott the polls if con- 
ditions it has set. mainly 
a major amendment to 
the election law and revi- 
sions to the composition 
of an electoral commis- 
sion. are not fulfilled. 

The front is calling for 
the law* to be amended to 
change the location of 
vote counting. It is also 
demanding a new elec- 
toral commission which 
it says is now heavily 
biased towards the 
Cambodian People's 
Party of Hun Sen. 

The front has joined the 
international community 
in expressing grave con- 
cerns over political vio- 
lence and intimidation 
and restricted opposition 


access to the media. 

Nearly 100 of Prince 
Ranariddh's supporters 
have been killed since 
his ousting, according to 
human rights workers. 

An aide said the 
prince's movements 
within Cambodia would 
be “severely restricted” 
until international elec- 
tion observers, organised 
by the United Nations, 
were in place in every 
province and rural cen- 
tre. 

"We need the interna- 
tional observers — as 
many as possible — in 
the villages to protect the 
prince." the aide told 
AFP. "There are still not 
enough security arrange- 
ments being made.” 

Aside from the threat- 
ened boycott, there are 
other obstacles to Prince 
Ranariddh’s participation 
in the polls. 

Under the terms of a 
Japanese-sponsored 
peace plan under which 
the prince was granted a 
pardon for tw ! o criminal 
convictions, his resis- 
tance forces army must 
still be reintegrated into 
the government army. 

Monday Hun Sen 
appointed five senior 
defence ministry' offi- 
cials to discuss the inte- 
gration with a represen- 
tative of the resistance 
army. 

"The beginning of this 
discussion is the last step 
to be taken in order to 
realise completely the 
Japanese Peace Plan.” 
the Hun Sen cabinet said 
in a statement. 


t * 
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Cambodia's deposed prime minister Prince Norodom Ranariddh is welcomed upon 
his arrival at Phnom Penh’s Pochentong airport. Prince Ranariddh, who has 
returned to Cambodia twice since he was ousted as co-premier last July told 
reporters that he was back to stay (Renters photo) 
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Towards a freer press 

AS THE day for the introduction of a new 
press and publications law approaches, we 
add our voice to that of the press association 
in callin g on the government to involve jour- 
nalists, human rights activists and lawyers to 
produce legislation that would guarantee 
freedom of expression while protecting people 
from misinformation. 

The past five years, during which the cur- 
rent press law has been in force, should guide 
us in our quest for a balanced and progressive 
law. 

While we acknowledge that journalists and 
newspapers have many shortcomings, we 
remind the government that its information 
policy has in many ways been flawed. 
Journalists and the press feed and live on 
information, and information has been and 
will continue to be mainly the domain of gov- 
ernment For credible journalism to flourish 
there must be credible, and timely, informa- 
tion. If information is neither credible nor 
timely, then there will be much room for spec- 
ulation and for incomplete and inaccurate 
news reports. The first order of the day then 
is for the government to provide prompt full 
and accurate information. 

Journalists’ and newspapers, meanwhile, 
must commit themselves to the ethics of sound 
journalism. Editors should not publish inac- 
curate or unattributable stories. 

Newspapers should provide tr ainin g for 
reporters and editors and should pay them 
enough to ensure that they dedicate their time 
to their profession. 

The journalists association should act as an 
ombudsman monitoring newspapers, spotting 
mistakes and bringing them to the attention 
Of journalists. It should also act as an arbiter 
striving to disputes between the press and the 
public outside the courts. 

Government and journalists’ need to stop 
accusing each other of hindering freedom of 
expression. Neither can. The information rev- 
olution is upon us. No one anywhere can put 
obstacles in the path of free exchange of infor- 
mation. What people cannot read in our 
newspapers or see on our television screens, 
they can read and see elsewhere, on the 
Internet or on TV satellite stations. 

One thing is sure. Only those providing full, 
accurate and credible information will be 
trusted and will have impact on the people. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab Ai Yawm’s Riham Farra Monday said the 
sanctions on Iraq can be lifted in six months when the 
U.N. Security Council convenes to review the arms 
inspection situation in Iraq. The writer said that as for 
the U.S., it was clear in the last and. the previous 
Security Council's sessions that Washington wants the 
perpetuation of the sanctions, but hope can be pinned 
on Russia, France and China. She said Russia and 
China did not only criticise Richard Butler and his 
inspection team's behaviour but also demanded that the 
nuclear file be closed permanently. France for its part 
bas demanded that the sanctions regime be replaced 
with a monitoring programme to ensure that Iraq will 
not possess weapons of mass destruction, Farra said. 
The three permanent members at the U.N. Security 
Council, she added, can veto any U.S.-backed council 
resolution for m aintainin g the sanctions on Iraq in the 
coming session. 

Al Dustour’s Mohammad Daoud called on the gov- 
ernment to exempt ail industrial inputs from customs 
duty so that Jordanian manufactured products can com- 
pete with imported goods on the local markets and 
abroad. The writer said that exemptions of duty is cer- 
tain to encourage investors to come to Jordan and will 
encourage local businesspersons to pursue efforts for 
improving the quality of their products. Once the pro- 
duction cost has been reduced the producers can sell 
their products at competitive prices abroad, a practice 
followed by many countries which back their national 
industries, according to the writer. Noting that some 
industrial businesses in Jordan have been forced out of 
the market because of high production costs and inabil- 
ity to compete abroad, Daoud said the problem can be 
solved by reducing to a minimum or altogether scrap- 
ping the customs duty fees especially on components 
used in the manufacture of goods for export Should the 
government follow this advice, he added, it would con- 
tribute practically towards solving the chronic unem- 
ployment problem. 
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The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Power and weakness 


define Israel’s 50th anniversary 


ON THE basis of the Jewish calendar. Israelis last week 
celebrated the 50th anniversary of the founding of their 
state on May 15. 194S. The occasion has been one of 
deep introspection for most Israelis, who marked the 
moment with typical Israeli historical solemnity, con- 
temporary pride, and domestic political and cultural 
contentiousness. After observing many of the Israeli 
celebrations on television and reading many Israeli 
press articles, my personal impression is that Israelis 
today have reason to be both satisfied and scared. 

They can be satisfied and confident because of their 
many significant achievements in the field* of state- 
hood. economy, technology and human will in the face 
of adversity. Yet. Israelis also should be concerned and 
perhaps even scared, because of three powerful dimen- 
sions of their national condition toda> that they have 
largely chosen to ignore during the celebrations: a I 
internationally, their position on peace-making with the 
Palestinians is increasingly isolated and untenable. b> 
regionally, they suffer tteadilj declining acceptance in 
the Arab Middle East after the remarkable detente with 
some .Arab states in 1994-1995. and. cl in 
Palestine/Israel. tensions between Israelis and 
Palestinians are rising, and their conflict is slowly- 
being redefined in explosive cultural, religious and 
colonial terms. 

While Israelis celebrated their own strength, security, 
and vitality, this 50th anniversary commemoration also 
showed the loneliness of the Israeli state and people, 
their new forms of insecurities and vulnerabilities, and 
the obvious conditionality of the worldwide accolades 
and applause they received. The world, including its 
enemies and potential friends in the Middle East, are 
using the 50th anniversary to send Israel a clear mes- 
sage: there can be no lasting security or normalcy for 
Israel until Israelis themselves fairly resolve their con- 
flict with the Palestinians and the other Arabs. It is fas- 
cinating. for example, to see the international mass 
media focus on the unresolved plight and unachieved 
national rights of the Palestinians as an integral element 
of the media's coverage of Israel's 50th anniversary. 
This is not propaganda. It is unfinished and living his- 
tory. 


The ongoing celebrations emphasise that Israel today 
is not in danger of disappearing or of being defeated in 
a conventional war. This has prompted many around 
the world — including some Israelis — to shift their 
focus from the historical vulnerability of Jews because 
of the evils and crimes Jews suffered around the world, 
to the different sorts of crimes that Jews and Israelis 
committed against Palestinians this century. Israel is 
seen today as more than a miraculous and morally 
untouchable national haven for Jews who suffered 
grievous historical traumas. Israel is judged as a normal 
state — presumably to the satisfaction of Israelis — but 
a normal state that must account for its own actions and 
its behaviour towards others. 

The principal ‘other’ in the modern Israeli narrative is 


Israel is ideologically and 
diplomatically alone in the world, 
and its Jewish people are 
threatened with a brutal and cruel 
new form of self-inflicted exile 
brought about by their own 
wreckless use of power against 
others. 


the Palestinian people. And Israeli actions towards the 
Palestinians are increasingly defined by a combination 
of past and present excesses. A now strong Israel is 
being called to account for its past colonial-style crimes 
of killing and driving out Palestinians, destroying hun- 
dreds of their villages, and building the Israeli state on 
the ashes of the Palestinian community; the same 
Israeli state has not a single supporter in the entire 
world for its contemporary ideological extremism and 
neo-colonial claim to maintain perpetual control of 
Palestinian and other Arab lands that were occupied in 


the 1967 war. . „ . . , 

Israel is ideologically and diplomatically alone in the 
world and its Jewish people are threatened with a bru- 
tal and cruel new form of self-inflicted exile brought 
about bv their own wreekJess use of power against oth- 
ers. As Israelis celebrate their own historical survival, 
rebirrb, and dynamism, most others in the world 
demand that Israel adhere to common global standards 
of state morality and behaviour — no occupation, no 
colonial subjugation, and no denying the right of others 
also to express their own national identity and reality. 

For Palestinians, other Arabs, and the entire rest of 
humanity — without exception — the full measure of 
Israel is not the strength and nature of its power, but the 
quality of its actions and how it uses its power. If Israel 
wants true friends and not just fair-weather stock mar- 
ket admirers, if it wants warm neighbours and not just 
pacified and humiliated colonial subjects, it will have 
to come to terms with the full dimensions of its past 
and present behaviour to the Palestinips. It will have 
to do a better job of reconciling its national and securi- 
ty rights with the equal rights of its neighbours. It will 
have~to make that final, difficult leap from the tribula- 
tions of history to the promise of normal human com- 
munity in the Middle East. 

Israelis should review their 50th anniversary celebra- 
tions in the wider regional and global context that will 
ultimately determine if they live a normal life in peace 
or if they remain perpetually strong but alone. Israel's 
current isolation and rising tensions in the region are 
precisely due to the fact that Israelis tend almost exclu- 
sively to address their own needs, without sufficiently 
considering the equal needs and rights of others in then- 
world and their neighbourhood. 

If you're in the business of being a light onto the 
nations, you have to live by the same rules that you 
want the* other nations to live by — otherwise your 
light is a fiction, and, worse yet. a hypocrisy. That 
seems to me to be the message the world is sending to 
Israel this year, when the many achievements of the 
past half a century inevitably highlight the tasks still to 
be done, the wrongs still to be atoned for, and the rights 
still to be achieved. 


Witch-hunt’ against Islamists 


By Nicole Pope 


ISTANBUL — Is Turkey drifting away 
from democracy and from the West? 
There is a growing sense among foreign 
observers in Turkey that the country is 
losing its way and gradually slipping 
into an isolated world of its own. As one 
diplomat put it. comparing Turkey to 
the more successful Eastern European 
applicants to the EU: “Turkey has been 
standing in one place for so long that ii 
gives the impression of slipping back." 

Take the dispute between the secular 
establishment 


ministry. Even the popular mayor of 
Istanbul. Recep Tayyip Erdogan. who is 
often talked of as a future leader of the 
Islamist movement and. thanks to his 
successful management of the old 
•Ottoman capital, has won the respect of 
many inhabitants who do not share- his 
political views, is now the target of 
enquiries that could lead to his dis- 
missal. His colleague in Ankara, Melih 
Gdkcek. is in a similar situation. 

More puzzling perhaps than the atti- 
tude of the state institutions, whose ten- 
dency to try and impose their point of 
view from the 


apparently asked Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz. who had caused a diplomatic 
incident with Germany by accusing the 
Bonn government of pursuing a policy 
of “Lebensraum” similar to that of Nazi 
Germany, to tone down his criticism of 


firmed that Turkey and the self-declared 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
could “totally unite" to protect the 
Turkish presence on the island. 

These threats and accusations, com- 
bined with the ,*£,ent rounding up of 


the Europeans. But -the military don't Kurdish politicira&and the harsh anti- 
seern to see that their daily interference Islamists measures ordered by the army, 
in the political process in itself contra- are not helping Turkey mend fences 


and the 

Islamists. 
While most 
foreign diplo- 
mats agree on 
the need for 
Turkey to be 
vigilant and 
to keep an 
eye on the 
more radical 
Islamists, 
most believe 


‘Turkey has been standing in 
one place for so long that it 
gives the impression of slip- 
ping back ■ — diplomat in 
Turkey 


top is not new. 
are the reac- 
tions of the 
educated elite, 
the people who 
are generally 
seen as pro- 
Western. On 
the whole, they 
appear to 
approve of the 
army's hands- 
on attitude to 


venes the 
Copenhagen 
criteria set by 
the EU. accord- 
ing to which 
armies have to 
be under the 
control of the 
civilian gov- 
ernment. and is 
therefore an 
obstacle to 
intesration. 


its 


Words like “democracy” and 
“human rights” are still 
spoken daily by politicians, 


officials and officers alike, but “ uch 

7 for 


Anger at 
Europe 


their meaning here appears 
to fit less and less with their 
definition in the West. 


with 
European 
partners. 

The picture 
on the politi- 
cal sceoe 

does not give 
hope 
rapid 
improvement 
either. Faced 
with loud 

calls for early 
elections, the 
three partners 
in the coali- 


the perceived danger, trumpeted daily in 
alarmist reports in the pres*, to be wild- 
ly exaggerated. Despite the closure of 
the Welfare Party, despite attempted 
bans .on the Islamic headscarf in uni\er- 
sities, the Islamists have shown great 
restraint and there have, so far. been no 
violent incidents. 

Observers now use terms like “witch- 
hunt" and “McCarthy ism" to describe 
the current atmosphere, in which hun- 
dreds of civil servants, teachers, gover- 
nors and mayors are being investigated 
for their alleged support for the "’reac- 
tionaries.” Clubs and associations are 
being raided and “militants" rounded 
up. Three elected mayors have already 
been suspended from their function by 
administrative order from the interior 


polities and the crackdown on political 
Islam. This goes not jusc for the rich 
business circles, who could perhaps 
.benefit from the more stable economic 
environment that a scrong government 
would provide, but also for intellectu- 
als. leftists and unionists, people who 
were themselves often unjustly 
harassed, imprisoned or tortured in a 
not so distant past. 

Wore* like "democracy" and “human 
rights” are still spoken daily by politi- 
cians. officials and officers alike, but 
their meaning here appears to fit less 
and !e*s with their definition in the 
West. The military themselves are firm- 
ly convinced they are acting to protect 
democracy. At the last National Security- 
Council. on March 27. the eenerals 


In foreign policy too. Turkey is 
becoming increasingly shrill in its pro- 
nouncements. Despite being chastised 
by the army. Mesut Yrlmaz had another 
go at Germany, describing Helmut KohJ 
as “my new enemy" and accusing Bonn 
of having slammed the European door 
in Turkey's face. As the EU began its 
talks with prospective candidates, 
including Cyprus. Ankara once again 
demonstrated its anger and bitterness at 
being left out of the Luxembourg 
- process. 

Foreign Minister Ismail Cem used 
strong language, warning the EU and 
the Greek Cypriots that their talks con- 
stituted "the first step towards escala- 
tion in the eastern Mediterranean, which 
can be dangerous.” He also mentioned 
the risk of "another war in the island." 
Later a foreign ministry official 


tion met on April 2 to devise their strat- 
egy and emerged after a few hours to 
announce that the government would 
not seek to go to the polls until 1999. 
This may well be wishftil thinking. 
Deniz Baykal, the leader of the 
Republican People's Party (CHPj, 
which is currently king-maker in parlia- 
ment. insists on elections this autumn. 
Other crises with the military may also 
be looming: the government has submit- 
ted several draft laws to parliament that 
will increase sentences or make it easier 
to prosecute “reactionaries." 

But given the strong conservative ele- 
ment in the assembly, including in Che 
ruling party ANAP. there may well be 
resistance and demands for amend- 
ments. in which case parliament could 
end up face-to-face with the military. 


con- 


— Middle East International 


Editor's note: The Jordan Times last 
Thursday morning launched its newly- 
designed website format. It includes all 
sections with their respective headlines 
published on the front page, making it 
easier for the reader to access any article 
with one click. Following are some of 
the comments we have received since the 
launch. 


LETTERS 


To the editor: 


To the editor: 


the 1 attest format. 


To the editor: 


JUST A note to say thanks. I like the new 
webpage format. As I am sure you under- 
stand. reading a newspaper through a com- 
puter screen can grow tiresome and the 
new page has made a quick scan of the arti- 
cles much easier. Your coverage of 
Jordanian and Middle Eastern event* is 
certainly one of the best on the web and 
fills an important gap left by other on-line 
news sources. I've been reading the Jordan 
Times for a few years now and hope v ou 
keep up the good work. 


IT IS <o wonderful to hear from one's own 
country. Hopefully your newspaper will 
ciwavs continue its charitable ways, of 
going to the trouble to publish articles on 
the Internet for any Jordanian separated by 
distance to read. Jordan is a country of such 
diversity and promise, with peoples of all 
races. Palestinian. Circassian. Jordanian, 
and religion*. Muslim and Christians all 
living in such harmony. 


C.V. Prevatte 
USA 


Great new look on your site! You are to be 
congratulated. It is now easier than ever to 
enjoy the Jordan Times. May you have 
even more success! 


To the editor: 


S. Cassidy 
USA 


LOVE THE new format!! Keep up rhe 
good work. 


To the editor: 


Al Hassan Hleileh 
Harrow on the Hill. 
Bradbv's House 
U.K. 


Stacie Christen 
USA 


To the editor: 


To the editor: 

LONG LIVE hard-working people. 


Congratulations on the new look of the 
electronic Jordan Times — and thanks for 
continuing to make it available to those of 
us interested in a comprehensive look at 
daily events in the Middle East. 


Jake Bleed 
Lincoln. Nebraska 
USA 


jL'ST WANTED til tell you that I applaud 
your effort* a* you continue to improve the 
internet version of the Jordan Times. I read 
it nearly every day and am impressed with 


G. Hishmeh 
Washington, D.C. 


Mary E. Morris 
Morris & Morris Middle East 
Consultants 
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Institutions move to make up deficit in 
girl’s, women’s education worldwide 
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By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In 1993 a comparative analysis 
of basic education in the Middle East found 
±at a major deficit in this area was girls’ and 
women’s education. 

“Countries worldwide are realising that 
social and economic development elm be 
achieved by improving girls’ education in 
their own communities and countries,” said 
Frank Dali, regional education advisor at 
UNICEF.. 

In Washington, D.C. on Wednesday a three- 
day international conference will convene to 
promote the theme of educating girls’ as a 
development imperative. 

The conference will seek to strengthen gov- 
ernment, private-sector, and civil society part- 
nerships and commitments to increase girls’ 
school participation globally. 

Five-hundred high level government, civil- 
society and religious representatives from the 
Middle East, Africa, the Americas, Asia, and 
the Caribbean are signed up to participate in 
discussions that will revolve around public 
and private partnerships in enhancing girls' 
education. 

Following the 1993 basic education analysis 
of the Middle East, the United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund “made reaching women and girls 
with basic education intervention a key part of 
our (UNICEF) regional strategy,” Dr. Dali 
told the Jordan Times. 

To daie there are 14 girls' educational pro- 
jects out of 17 of UNICEFs educationally 
active programmes throughout the Middle 
East. 

Girls’ education has been linked to 
improved health, nutrition, survival of chil- 
dren, increased productivity and better quality 
of life for families and communities. 

Studies indicated that in addition to increas- 
ing opportunities for women and their partici- 
pation in society, girls education leads to later 
marriages, lower fertility rates, and fewer 
maternal deaths. 

Jordan has been commended for its efforts in 
implementing the goals set forth at Join Tien 
in Thailand in 1990. Signatory countries 
including Jordan adopted tile “Education for 


All” declaration which aimed at giving even 
child a basic education by the year 2000. The 
declaration also made provisions for ensuring 
basic education strategies in combating adult 
female illiteracy. 

The Kingdom has also accelerated and 
expanded its basic educational infrastructure 
at a much faster pace than many countries of 
the region. Boys and girls school enrollment 
are almost on par in Jordan, experts say. 

The major challenge faced by the country is 
“women’s illiteracy as it is very' high in Jordan 
for rural women within the age range of 30 
and above.” said Dr. Dai adding that this was 
common to some other countries of the Mid- 
dle East as well. 

Dr. Dali said the Washington conference 
“will examine the roles of government, pri- 
vate-sector, religious, and non-governmental 
organisations in ensuring girls’ school com- 
pletion. ’’ 

He said the venue itself provides an oppor- 
tunity to learn from leaders in government, 
business, industry, religious organisations, 
and foundations who are promoting education 
improvement efforts. 

Participants are to present new means of 
cost-effective and sustainable approaches for 
increasing girls’ educational opportunities. 

According to Dr. Dali. ~A lot of us feel that 
this conference is important as it gives us a 
chance, two years before the year 2000. to 
review where w r e are on the issue of girls’ edu- 
cation to help us achieve the overall goals tof 
Join Tien), which at this point don’t scera 
achievable given the current economic situa- 
tion in the Middle East. 

The conference is sponsored by the U.S 
Agency for International Development 
(USAJD), the Inter- American Development 
Bank, and UNICEF. Planning partners include 
the World Bank, the Delegation for the Euro- 
pean Commission, and the Lewis T. Preston 
Education Programme for Girls. 

Most of the donors at this conference have 
been promoting and encouraging girls' edu- 
cation as part of their development” packages 
for the Middle East for the past fifteen years. 

U.S. First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will 
be the honorary chair of the conference and 
will give a keynote address on Thursday. 



Literacy classes and health care lessons are considered an integral part of girls' education in developing countries (photo by 
UNICEF} 


May Day, mayday: the ship 
is going down 


By Brian Brown 

THE MAY Day observances have come 
and gone, and judging by the way workers' 
day was celebrated around the world, peo- 
ple are pretty p***** off. Countries around 
the world were bit by violent demonstra- 
tions, riots, and marches. Germany. Turkey, 
South Korea, even Switzerland, among 
many others, were particularly affected. 
About the only country that didn't witness 
something of this sort was the U.S. which, 
in its wisdom, observes Labour Day at the 
end of August and besides, "May Day” is 
associated there more with the distress call 
airplane pilots on shows like "McGyver” 
and the “A-Team” call out before safely 
crash-landing. 

The major confrontation in Germany took 
place in Leipzig, formerly part of East Ger- 
many, and pitted about 10,000 neo-Nazis, 
and a police force of thousands to “protect” 
them during their march, against rampag- 
ing leftists. Dozens of leftists were injured 
and arrested by the police for trying, unsuc- 
cesfully, to disrupt the march. Later that 
night, other wild leftists trashed parts of 
Berlin in what has become a yearly event. 

Now, conditions in the former eastern 
part of the country aren’t looking too well. 
Unemployment is high, the region isn’t 
sharing in on the prosperity that has fallen 
upon the western areas, and costs are rising. 
The neo-Nazis, in a replay of the past, are 
using Lhese. conditions to their advantage 
and are having a field day recruiting young, 
frustrated, and gullible people to fill their 
ranks. 

But there is one problem: Nazism, and 
anything associated with it (sieg heil 
salutes and swastikas, for example), are 
illegal in Germany. Everyone knows what 
Nazi is about, and they are certainly crimi- 
nals. Yet 10,000 people are marching 
around, openly breaking this law, while the 
forces entrusted with upholding the law are 
protecting them, and thus, are accessories 
to the crime. 

I’m not well versed in the German penal 
code, but it apparently includes references 
to illegal actions such as assault disorderly 
conduct and vandalism — what most of 
the leftists being arrested were involved in 
when taken into custody. The question then 
is why one group, whose track record 
includes such minor infractions as geno- 
cide and starting major wars, receives pro- 
tection for their activities while others are 
packed away by the dozeD for their 
protests. 

There were similar actions in Istanbul, 
once again featuring leftists versus the 
police and resulting in injuries and mass 
arrests. But the Turkish police, unlike their 
German counterparts, are to be commend- 
ed: they arrest and beat people equally. 
Left-wingers, right-wingers, trade union- 
ists, Islamists wearing moustaches and 
women. wearing the hijab, they are all tar- 
gets. A fine photograph from the action. 


which showed a woman with blood stream- 
ing down her face, was accompanied by 
this caption: “Police help an injured 
woman.” Probably the kind of help you can 
do without No wonder that when police 
stations are assaulted with machine-gun 
fire and grenades, the Turkish authorities 
have difficulty in determining the party’ or 
parties responsible. 

But this May Day wasn't just marked by 
these ad hoc protests and demonstrations. 
Other areas of the world appear poised to 
enter new eras of conflict, a bright dawn of 
disorder and bloodshed. The economic 
troubles in Asia are pushing Indonesia to 
civil war. Industrialists fear that the South 
Korean labour movement may become 
“militanr.” A faction in Tibet announced 
that they may break from the Dalai Lama's 
non-violent campaign for independence 
from China and take up arms. Even coun- 
tries that normally enjoy “security in an 
otherwise volatile region” are witnessing 
car bombings. 

Why are people doing this? What is push- 
ing normally cooperative, productive citi- 
zens to these irrational, destructive acts? 
Don’t they know' that their governments 
and their socialist, communist, capitalist or 
just gosh-dam feel-good ideology is work- 
ing for them? 

No, they don’t know this, because if what 
they see are army and police troops coming 
at them to arbitrarily arrest and assault 
while the real criminals go free, they deter- 
mine instead that no one is working for 
them. When the servants of those in power 
act in this manner, it is difficult to believe 
that the people at the top feel any other 
way. 

Something similar happened in the U.S., 
something which partially led to the reputa- 
tion the police there enjoy now. During the 
1960s, peaceful civil rights demonstrators 
recieved police escorts in their marches. 
Now, in the 1990s, Klu KIux KJan demon- 
strators also receive protection during their 
demonstrations. The difference, though, is 
that in the 1960s, the escorts for the civil 
rights protestors included water cannons, 
dogs, and clubs, and strangely enough, they 
were all aimed at the escortees. A laige 
number of this protective force were affili- 
ated with the KKK, too. Now the day's of 
the friendly cop getting cats out of trees, or 
Officer O'Malley helping granny across the 
street are over, and most Americans dislike, 
at least, or fear the police. The slightest (or 
not so slight) thing can set off a major, 
multi-day riot. So. if you hear someone cry- 
ing out “Helf mich, polizei ” "Aidez-moi, 
police,” “Sa’adni, shurri,” or “Help, help, 
police ” don’t necessarily take it as a call 
for assistance. It may be a warning. 

Maybe May Day will make it to the U.S. 
after all. 

The writer is on the editorial staff of the 
Jordan Times. 


No need to rush in testing times 


By Richard Tanner 

Special to the Jordan Times 

STUDENT ASSESS- 
MENT is usually by end- 
of-year tests. All that’s 
learned in all those hours 
of lessons and home- 
work, not to mention 
revision, assessed in an 
hour’s written paper. 
Absurd when you think 
about it for whoever 
writes furiously for an 
hour in life after school? 
Newspaper columnists, 
lawyers and amanuenses. 
And who ever dashes out 
memorised answers? 
Inter-Con. quiz contes- 
tants. lawyers and doc- 
tors plus of course politi- 
cians. If you're feeling 
unwell, a bit asthmatic, 
or suffering cramps from 
furious writing, you 
don't fail, unless you're a 
nursing mother, you’re 
allowed time off. Indeed, 
most decisions are taken 
after discussion and 
deliberation, most reports 
redrafted several times 
and most actions consid- 
ered at length. So why do 
we rely on speed- written 
tests. 

Now, I'm not saying 
that people who can think 
very quickly and write 
nearly as fast (and illegi- 
bly, like the best doctors) 
shouldn’t succeed, ft’s 
just that there are other 
forms of intelligence and 
application, some more 
effective even in academ- 
ic life, yet we don’t seem 
to value these as highly. 
Of course, some exami- 
nations do give credit for 
coursework and practical 
skills demonstrated in the 
classroom. In fact, some 
An and English courses 
have been criticised for 
being 100 per cent 
coursework, the folio 
being the exam. Why 
not?” Surely only pave- 
ment artists draw or poet- 
ic lovers write to order. 
Some of these innova- 
tions merely assess other 
skills than speed- writing: 
Orals in languages, 
experiments in science, 
mapwork in geography, 
etc., providing more 
legitimacy to the exams. 
Others even break the 
course into modules, 
each tested at the end of 
its limited time. A few 


use continuous assess- 
ment. monitoring 

progress and gearing 
later study to the individ- 
ual’s development. 

But shouldn’t all learn- 
ing aim to be like that? 
After all. the mother 
teaching her child to 
speak doesn’t keep 
repeating "Momma” once 
the child knows it. does- 
n’t use a stopwatch to 
measure how fa-*t her 
child walks, then graph 
the result for comparison 
with the neighbours' 
kids. No. she gets her 
child to apply that knowl- 
edge. to make a phrase 
then a sentence, to run 
and skip, to progress. 
Constant praise is given 
support and encourage- 
ment where needed, so 
the child is eager to 
learn. Such individu- 
alised learning, w ilh the 
teacher as guide and the 
student knowing what is 
to be learned, win and 
sharing in the assess- 
ment. would surclv be 
more profitable than 
didactic instruction 
where the learner is 
always subservient. But 
how can teachers be 
weaned off this medieval 
view? 

First, the learner need^ 


to know what s/he's to 
learn and why. which 
means the teacher must 
break the learning into 
relevant steps which 
progress towards the ulti- 
mate end. Second, the 
learner must know how 
well s/he’s doing, which 
step s/he’s on and how 
s/he gets to the next one. 
This "requires both stu- 
dent and teacher lo moni- 
tor progress together, to 
praise e\erv success and 
to be jointly motivated to 
go on to the next ladder. 
Assessment is by tests 
appropriate to what’s 
being learned, easily 
reported to parents who 


can provide additional 
praise and support. Apart 
from being radical, the 
main danger lies in 
neglect uf the immeasur- 
able. qualities like hon- 
est}. courage, humility. 
generosi-%. ” initiative, 
leadership and creativity. 

How different would 
assessment uf this pro- 
grammed learning be? 
For a s:an. most report- 
ing would need to be 
open, the child knowing 
the tasks anJ how well 
s/he'd achieved them. 
These could be matched 
against standard criteria, 
e.g.. b> age S. a child 
should be able to com- 
pose a sentence of at 
least 12 syllables, so 
learner, teacher and par- 
ent would know exactly 
where each child was. 
relative both to his/her 
prc\ ious performance 
/progress i and to his/her 
peers 'standard >. Given a 
stock of such standard- 
ised skills, the teacher 
would hold a "can-do” 
list for -each pupil, set 
work appropriate for 
each and keep testing and 
prai.-ing individual 

progress. Though goals 
would be standardised, 
methods of teaching and 
iearning would not: as 


reachers teach different- 
ly. so learners learn dif- 
ferently. w ith the master- 
teacher guiding each stu- 
dent in Ihe best way for 
him/her to learn. And to 
avoid only putting chil- 
dren through hoops, 
teaching the measurable, 
the teacher would need to 
providing learning 

opportunities for those 
subjective areas, honesty, 
courage and so on. then 
note illustrative exam- 
ples of behaviour that 
reflects these. 

So how will this inter- 
active style of teaching 
and learning be reported? 
The standards of basic 


skills and knowledge will 
be reported objectively, 
rather like a driving test. 
Subjective areas should 
be discussed with the 
child, using examples: 
You took A’s pencil and 
didn't return it so you're 
"not very honest :’’ you 
protected" your little 
brother against school 
bullies so you’re "strong 
on courage.” Students 
should record their 
achievements: Played 

football for school U- 1 1 
team or achieved Grade 5 
oboe or climbed Jebel 
Rum. 

Finally, teachers can 
make a general comment 
and children make a 
response, both pointing 
to what needs to be done 
next and how that's to be 
achievement. Such a per- 
sonal profile can be sup- 
ported with evidence, 
best story, final math test 
etc., and become a 
Record of Achievement 
1 R 0 A). carried from class 
to class as the students 
progress through the 
school. To gain credibili- 
ty, the Leavers' RoA 
should be agreed with 
end-users, college or uni- 
versity and employer. 
Already. most 

universities and major 
employers request more 
information than that 
produced in the frenetic 
series of tests, of which 
Tawjihi is a glaring 
example, supplemented 
by highly subjective ref- 
erences. They spend lime 
and money producing 
complex forms, setting 
essays, holding inter- 
views and giving person- 
ality tests, all of which 
have to be checked, often 
by poorly qualified per- 
sonnel. where on agreed 
RoA would tell them 
much more and might 
help fit round people into 
round holes rather than 
square ones. 

Here in Jordan, where 
everyone’s neurotic 
about tests leading to 
Tawjihi. the benefits of 
alternative testing should 
be obvious. Students and 
teachers would be moti- 
vated to learn and by 
learning, rather than by 
on-off memory-cum- 
speed'written test results. 
Universities, instead of 


grading- ; :;<5ourses by 
Tawjihi percentage, com- 
pounding ,-jthe absurdity. 
96+ for medicine, 92+ for 
law. 88+ for engineers 
and 72+ for farmers, 
could allow real choice 
so students could take 
programmes they wanted 
ur needed or which par- 
ticularly interested them. 
Motivation and initiative 
would increa.se. lime 
wasted on irrelevancies 
decrease and graduates 
become learned rather 
than hurdlers. Focus on 
the necessities would 
allow time for personal 
development and those 
imnieasurables men- 
tioned earlier, making 
university a liberating 
experience as well as a 
good preparation for 
working and family life 
thereafter. 

Now I’m not arguing 
for a free-for-all. The 
basics have to be learned 
for without these no-one 
will make much of a con- 
tribution to developing 
Jordan. What I am saying 
is that most teaching is 
irrelevant and inefficient 
and that most learning is 
boring and ineffective. 
It's irrelevant because 
many learners are past 
that stage or feel they 
don’t need it; ir’> ineffi- 
cient because it uses 
inappropriate methods, 
the "persistence of the 
recitation.” for example, 
and both make learning 
dull and slow, frustrating 
both teachers and learn- 
ers. Education needs a 
renaissance, where edu- 
cationalists work togeth- 
er with government, busi- 
ness and the professional 
associations to agree on 
essentials (and focus on 
them), and desirables 
(and make time for some 
of these), then appropri- 
ate ways to teach/learn 
and assess these before 
reporting to parents and 
end-users. Given the size 
of Jordan's learner popu- 
lation. the limited 
resources available to 
educate it and the need 
for continued rapid 
progress up world educa- 
tion table, the case for 
radical improvement is 
overwhelming. 


. . . there are other forms of 
intelligence and application, 
some more effective even in 
academic life, yet we don’t seem 
to value these as highly. 


economy 


Prime minister describes 


education as Jordan’s 


most important industry 


IRBID (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abduf Salam 
Majali on Monday said 
security and stability are 
vita! factors for creating 
the right investment cli- 
mate to attract industrial 
investments to Jordan. 

Addressing the open- 
ing session of a seminar 
on investments in north- 
ern Jordan organised by 
Irbid Private University. 
Dr. Majali said the gov- 
ernment has begun 
phasing out its former 
economic functions and 
has turned over a great 
deal of such activity to 
the private sector. The 
government has also 
started privatising most 
public companies, he 
added. 

The government is 
raising the slogan of 
partnership and partici- 
pation and adopting the 
principle of openness, 
not only in the econom- 
ic sector, but also in 
various political, social 
and scientific fields, 
said the prime minister. 
The principle of free- 
dom and participation is 
in line with His Majesty 
King Hussein's motto 
that the human person is 
the most precious asset 
in Jordan, said Dr. 
Majali. 

Stressing the impor- 
tance of "education, he 
described it as the most 
important Jordanian 
industry because in it 
lies the basis for soci- 
ety's development. Jor- 
dan's most precious 
exports to Arab coun- 
tries are skilled and 
trained Jordanian per- 
sonnel. he stated. 

The government has 


given due attention to 
investment and is going 
ahead with a decentrali- 


sation programme to 
give governors more 
authority in handling 
local affairs. 

Irbid Private Universi- 
ty President Ahmad 


Rabaiaa said the semi- 
nar was designed to ori- 
ent local and foreign 
investors on the possi- 
bilities of investment in 
the northern region of 
Jordan. 

The two-day seminar 
will discuss working 
papers on industries in 
northern Jordan, effects 
of the country’s finan- 
cial policies on invest- 
ment and the role of the 
industrial development 
bank on industry, among 
other topics. 

Later. Dr. Majali paid 
an inspection tour to A1 
Hassan Industrial Estate 
near Irbid and met with 
officials and members 
of the investors' society, 
who briefed him on the 
volume of investments 
by local. Arab and for- 
eisn countries in the 


estate. 

The director general of 
the Jordan "industrial 
Estates Corporation 
(JIEC), Amer Majali. 
briefed the prime minis- 
ter on the advantages of 
investing in the Qualify- 
ing Industrial Zone 
(QlZ). noting that goods 
manufactured there 
enjoy free access to 
U.S. markets. 

The JIEC has received 
many applications from 
factories and companies 
around the world, 
including the U.S. and 
eastern Asia, to start 


factories in the QIZ, he 
added. 

In reviewing the work 
at the zone, Mr. Majali 
pointed out that the cor- 
poration has recently 
appropriated 202 

dunums to be annexed 
to the industrial city, 
which will be expanded 
to 629 dunums in area. 

A total of 2.500 work- 
ers are now employed in 
the estate's factories, 
but the figure is expect- 
ed to rise to 8.000 after 
new businesses start 
operations in the annex. 

But he noted that the 
estate faces the problem 
of water shortages, stat- 
ing that the new annex, 
which will be completed 
by the end of this year, 
will require up to 600 
cubic metres a day. 

Dr. Majali toured the 
industrial estate, which 
houses 55 businesses 
with a combined capital 
estimated at JD80 mil- 
lion. 

Also Monday, the 
prime minister visited 
the Jaber border post, 
near Ramtha, where he 
opened a duty free shop 
and inspected its differ- 
ent sections. Duty free 
shops will be opened at 
several border posts, 
according to officials 
from the Jordanian Duty 
Free Shops Company, a 
public shareholding 
company in which the 
government owns 60 per 
cent equity. 

Dr. Majali also 
inspected the facilities 
for travellers at the bor- 
der post. 


By Ghalia Alu] 
and Fairouz 
Abu Gbazaleh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 


AMMAN — An increasing- 
ly competitive global mar-- 
ket has left .Arab countries 
with no choice but to speed 
up a difficult — yet 
arguably unavoidable — 
privatisation process. 

This issue was tackled 
Monday by several Arab 
experts at the begkming 
here of a three-day seminar 
on privatisation and the 
restructuring of industrial 
sectors in Arab countries. 

“Our Arab economies 
remain very small and face 
great competition in light of 
international agreements 
such as the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) and 
the European partnership," 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try (ACI) Chairman Khal- 
doun Abu -Hassan, said in- 
his opening speech. 

He said the gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) of Arab 
states constitutes almost 
half of that of Italy, whose 
population is quarter that of 
the .Arab World combined 

“Arab exports, including 
oil, are less than Holland's 
whose population is esti- 
mated at 15 million," Mr. 
Abu Hassan told the semi- 
nar, organised by the Arab 


Industrial Development 
Mining Organisation 
(AJDMO) in cooperation 
with ACI. 

To encourage Arab 
exports, he added, “we 
should improve our centres 
as well as support market- 
ing institutions — a move 
essential for the creation of 
an investment climate suit- 
able for privatisation." 

He called on Arab coun- 
tries to encourage the pri- 


vate sector to establish 
export-oriented industries 
and adopt new policies 
aimed at integration and 
increased cooperation. 

Mohammad Aiej. an 
expert from AIDMO. said 
most Arab states have come 
a long way in privatising 
some of their state-owned 
enterprises, yet they still lag 
behind in implementing 
practical measures in this 
field 

“The number of privatised 
entities in the Arab World 
since the late SO's remain 
minimal, even in the coun- 
tries that outperformed oth- 
ers in privatisation — such 
as Tunisia. Morroco and 
Egypt." Dr. Alej said." The 
number of privatised estab- 
lishments barely reach a 
percentage of 10-45 out of 
the total number of projects 
owned by the public sec- 
tor." 

Morocco^ for example, 
has privatised 49 institu- 
tions out of a rota! of 114 
state-owned companies 
with the rest being prepared 
for privatisation before the 
end of this year, said Dr. 
AJej. 

He indicated that Egypt, 
on the other hand has sold 
the shares of 50 companies 
to the public between 1994- 
1998. To implement its pri- 
vatisation programme, the 
Egyptian government has 
also sold most of its shares 
in 16 countries, as well as 
between 10 and 40 per cent 
of its shares in an additional 


rune companies. 

Since 1995, Tunisia priva- 
tised 12 institutions in the 
transport and convertible 
industries, said Dr. Alej. 

Tunisia, he added, hopes 
to generate $2 billion in for- 
eign investments between 
1997-2000 through the pri- 


Sharansky promises to examine Jordanian complaints on trade 


AMMAN (Petra) — Industry, Trade and Sup- 


ply Minister Hani Mulki 
Monday discussed the 


The 

Jewels 

Of DAJANI 


Amra Forum Hotel Shops 
Phone : 5527118. Amman 
AMMAN-CAIRO-RIO 


Monday discussed the 
need for widening the list 
of goods exchanged 
between the two coun- 
tries. 

Dr. Mulki said during a 
meeting with his Israeli 
counterpart, Natan Sha- 
ransky. that the Israeli 
side reacted positively 
and showed readiness 
towards implementing the 
Jordanian proposal. 

Dr. Mulki requested Mr. 
Sharansky to lift the bar- 
riers facing the exporta- 
tion of Jordanian cement 
to the Palestinian areas. 


Among such hindrances 
is the insurance issue 
imposed by the Israelis on 
transport vehicles. 

"The Israeli side has 
promised to tackle this 
problem seriously and to 
come out with a suitable 
solution." said Dr. Mulki. 

He also discussed with 
the Israeli minister obsta- 
cles. particularly taxes, 
hindering the exportation 
of Jordanian construction 
steel to the Palestinian 


territories. 

Dr. Mulki. pointing that 
Jordan has surplus of this 
material which the Pales- 


tinian market direly 
needs. 

Regarding the industrial 
estates. Dr. Mulki said 
that he agreed with Mr 
Sharanski on finalising 
technical measures and 
parameters for companies 
which can make use of 
the so-called qualified 
industrial estates. 

"Jordan is currently 
studying the expansion of 
A1 Hassan Industrial 
Estate in Irbid." noting 
that the Israeli minister 
welcomed the Jordanian 


intention. 

Dr. Mulki said that eco- 


nomic relations between 
Jordan. Israeli and the 
PNA were also discussed 
and that consultations for 
holding a trilateral meet- 
ing are underway. 

Dr. Mulki stressed the 
need for increasing the 
exchange of goods and 
enhancing economic 
development among the 
three countries. 

The minister added that 
Israeli electronic and 
telecommunications com- 
panies showed interest in 
launching investments in 
the kingdom. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Sign oF healing 
5 Small, 
poisonous 
vipers 

9 Baseball player 
Sal 

14 Tortoise's rival 

15 Ox oF the 
Celebes 

16 French actor 
Deion 

17 Fitzgerald ot 
scat 

18 Small brook 

19 Beyond stringy 

20 Alaskan 
language 

22 Lighted torches 

24 Most speedy 

26 Extinct birds 

27 Center of a 
country 

29 Be in the red 

32 Steer flesh 

35 Space in time 

36 Scale watcher 

38 Kashmir river 

40 Comic Caesar 

42 Nile port 

43 Worked hard 

45 Knight'S title 

47 Functions 

48 Booming jet 

49 Grand 

52 Chromosome 
unit 

53 Marine facilities 

57 Bride's 

wardrobe 

61 Twangy 

62 Transmit 
payment 

63 Money of Iran 

65 _ dix'rt 

66 Tolerate 

67 Icelandic saga 

68 Marsh grass 

69 Alma _ 

70 Properly record 

71 Brings 10 a 
conclusion 
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Andy Capp 


By Alan P. Otsctrwang 
Huntington Beach, CA 


DOWN 

1 Bundle oF items 

2 Showy lily 

3 City in 
Provence 

4 ■America the 


5 Swiss river 

6 Brandy glasses 

7 Survey 

8 Deli loaf 

9 Savage 

10 Rue 

11 County in 
California wine 
country 

12 God of Franca 

13 Banded 
chalcedony 

21 Sundial X 

23 State of mind 

25 __ Anne de 
Beaupre 

28 lift 

29 "Miss 

Regrets' 

30 Those lhe 

Days' 

31 Aphrodite's 
chfld 

32 Little pieces 

33 Adam's 
grandson 

34 Spree Aim 

37 Wisconsin dty 

39 Period of time 

at school 


□0HIEI0Q □□□0Q000 
□00000 0BE0Q0BD 
□□□□□HDClBQBnQOH 

□00 HH 0 B □nun 
□00 0000000 000 
□□□□ 0naD0D □□□ 
□0O0 B000BQ0 H 
DB0DB 0O0H0 
^■nmanann 0000 
D0D 000000 QBQ0 
000 0000000 000 
□□□0 □□□□ 000 
□n000QD0D000D00 
0BQQ00BB 000000 
00DQD000 000BQ0 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


(CUM taum mmj Sanm, me. 
Mvaotmt 


41 Talk out of 
44 Blocker and 
Duiyea 

46 Hwy. sign abbr. 

50 Taunted 

51 McSFiane or 
McKellen 

52 Show lhe way 
54 Quaking tree 


55 Stationed 

56 Snow-day 
taasputation 

57 Mine car 

58 Singer 
MeEnfre 

59 Overlook 

60 Assistant 
64 Youth 











Jordan Times, Tuesdy, May 5, 199S 




Seminar begins examining 
privatisation, restructuring 
industrial sector in Arab World 



business 


"FORECAST FOR TU ESDAY. MAY 5 , 199 iT~| 
By Undo C. Black, Tribune Media 


vatisation of six cement fac- 
tories and three hotels. It 
also plans to sell 50 per cent 
of the equity in 63 firms for 
a total of SI . 4 billion. 

The privatisation process 
in Jordan, which picked up 
momentum two years ago. 
is aimed at increasing the 
role of the private sector 
and reducing the govern- 
ment's direct participation 
in the productive sectors in 
a bid to complement state 
efforts towards combating 
poverty and unemployment. 

Jordan plans to sell 40 per 
cent of state equity in the 
Jordan Telecommunications 
Corporation (JTC) to a 
strategic investor. The par- 
tial sale of JTC — trans- 
formed into a company in 
1996 — will make Jordan 
the first Arab state to allow- 
private foreign ownership 
of its fixed network, while 
retaining a JTC monopoly 
on the operation of fixed 
lines till the year 2002. 

The Kingdom also plans 
to sell 40 to 60 per cent of 
state equity in the debt-rid- 
den Royal Jordanian to a 
strategic partner as part of 
plans to restructure and pri- 
vatise the national carrier. 

Abdul Rahman 

Suheibani. Arab League 
assistant secretary general 
for economic affairs, 
stressed that Arab countries 
should learn from the Asian 
economic crisis when 
implementing their privati- 
sation programmes. 

“Arab states should take 
what happened in Asian 
countries as a lesson to be 
more cautious in reviewing 
their future economic poli- 
cies and the performance of 
their financial markets." he 
said. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Its been said &a|j§| 
highest form of enlightenment is to serve orts erigp 
That’s exactly what you get to do today. The morc.||g> 


ciously you do it, the less time you'll have wspead^ 
Or at least, the less time you’ll have to spend at 


least the less time you’ll have to spend anguismng ov^- 
Definitely make that your intention. -■ ■ 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Your sweetheart is. iw&t 
pressure right now. Do what you can to help. You 
privileged information froth friends in high places. Jfcsgt 
help your loved one plot a wise course of ac P OIL 
spend too much money on it, though, especially 

money belongs to you both. • 

GEMINI: (Mav 21 to June 21) This would be a g 
evening to have'people over for dinner. They might show - 
up whether you invite them or not. You could even invi® 
the boss to come along — and be surprised at how pleased , 
he or she is to be included Don’t worry. You wonYjx-T 
sony. This person could turn out to be- the life of the patty : 
CANCER: (June 22. to July 21) You're learning arJjfijf.. 
amazing rate. Once you get information filed mto youE 
data banks, it's easy to retrieve, too. Put these calentsltO 
oood use while you have them. Learn sometbing.thai wfl! 
benefit you later* If you study something you’re passionate ^ 
about, it could lead to the job of your dreams. j 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) There could be a great deal | 
of money coming into your pocket. This is partially finm- 
wock you've done and partially from recent negotiations. 
Perhaps you decided to sell something you haven’t bean 
using. Your opportunity for profit is very close at hand Act 
now or you might miss.it. T . 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Today could he 
frustrating, but don't let it get to yoii. You're stronger now 
than before, and as you gain new power, you’re naturally 
mnning up against new restrictions. They've been there all 
along. You just didn't know, because you were hiding out 
Don’t wony about it. It’s obvious that you’re headed in the 
right direction. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Some bureaucra- 
cy wants you to do something a certain way. There are 
rules to be followed, forms to be filled out and probably 
fees to be paid Don’t panic. You're going to have to jump 
over a few hurdles before you get from here to there, but 
it’s all going to work out fine. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You’re not 
very big on meetings. To you, anything beyond two or 
three words is fluff. That'll be your impression today, as 
folks from each different point of view explain their posi- 
tions. They’re all part of the group you’re working with, so 
you may as well listen and take notes. What you learn 
today, you'll use later. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Changes in your home and career are rather unsettling. 
Things that were one way are now another. What was up 
is suddenly down. What was in is now out Inriact, if you 
start thinking of things backwards, it will be easier to suc- 
ceed Something that didn't work before might just work 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You’re 
learning new information quickly, and putting it to work in 
ways you've never done before. Jj.Cs a healthy stretch for 
you. It’s also a little nerve-wracldn^; Since you're breaking 
new ground, but that's OK. The information yotiSre been 
gathering will be appropriate foC&ftat you’re up to next 
So go for it!. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You’re finding 
new ways to spend money, but you’re also finding new 
ways to earn it, and maybe new ways to borrow it Be care- 
ful. It's easier to take it out of the account than to put it 
back in. Speaking of putting money back in, make it a rule 
to do that every week, starting right now. Into your savings 
account, of course. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Go over your plans 
carefully until you have every little detail right. Now that 
you know what the other person wants, the next assign- 
ment is to actually produce it Here’s where the attention 
to detail comes in handy. It could make the difference 
between an average job and a really spectacular one. 


Birtbstone of May: Emerald — Citrine 




“Why do you need fourteen hair and body 
products when you shower? I’m still using 
the same bar of soap I bought in 1 977 !" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hwni Arnold and Mike Artfrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to Bach square, to form 
(bur ordinary wonts. 


IMECH 


ELVOG 


INGARD 


NOOTIL 



■■HI 


Now arrange the circled fetters » 
form the surprise answer, as sub 
geeted by the above cartoon: 9? 


Answor: A 


Yesterday's I Jumbles: MAXIM FORTY ORIGIN FRC 
’ Answef: Where employees who bought company 
shoes ended up — ON “FIRM - FOOTING 



The Business o 


US Dollar 
DS Marie 
6B Starling 
CH Franc 
JPYan 
CA Dollar 
ft Lira 
NL Guilder 
j? Franc 


Major Currancias A Cron Ra 


DEM 


11 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Rryal 

Bahrain Dinar 
j Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 

Emirates Dinar 
j ^tanese/1000 

Envptian 
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Beat 


Ar&view of news from the Arabic Press 

Committee to consider amending concession agreement 
between government and Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

** A COMMITTEE from the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Resources, the 
Ministry of Industry and the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Company (JPRC) has 
been formed to formulate a draft accord 
that would amend the concession agree- 
ment with the government, JPRC Board 
Chairman Abdul Majeed Shoman told the 
general assembly. The amendment, he 
said, will enable the company to operate 
on pure commercial basis “as' the conces- 
sion does no longer meet today’s require- 
ments and the current period in light of 
economic and investment givings fol- 
lowed by the Kingdom at present." 

Mr. Shoman indicated that the JPRC has 
engaged the U.S. company M.W. Kellogg 
to conduct an intensive study to specify 
the size of the expansion needed to meet 
the obligations required under the conces- 
sion agreement. The accord stipulates that 
the refinery suffice the Kingdom its needs 
of petroleum derivatives until 2008, the 
end of the concession period. 

As to the dispute between the company 
and the government over the profit level, 

Mr. Shoman said a solution was reached 
between the two parties. “Instead of 
demanding the payment of JD20.2 mil- 
lion covering the period from 1981 until 
1990, both sides agreed that the JPRC 
should only settle JD 1. 8 million,” he said. 

As for 1991-1995, the government and 
the company specified the “excess profir” 
at JD3 million and, consequently the 
financial dispute between the two sides 
was completely settled, according to Mr. 

Shoman. 

The general assembly, for its part, 
approved distributing JD5.69 million in 
cash dividends at a rate of 16 per cent or 


JDO.SOO per share, which carries a JD5 
par value. According to the annual report, 
the company’s net profit last year 
amounted to JD8.36 million. 9.6 per cent 
less than the JD9224 million net profit 
recorded in 1996. Gross profit was. how- 
ever slightly higher in 1 997 as it amount- 
ed to JD32.52 million compared to 
JD32.24 million in 1 996. 

The report showed that the indebtedness 
of the government institutions has risen 
from JD209.18 million in 1996 to 
JD228.93 million at the end of last year, 
the lion’s share of this indebtedness' was 
that of Royal Jordanian which was sad- 
dled with a JD157.79 million of debt 
(JD 134.28 million in 1996). 

The company’s total sales amounted to 
4.12 million tonnes. 77.600 tonnes or 1.9 
per cent more than the 1996 figure. In 
terms of money, the sales amounted to 
JD5I6.2 million compared to JD493.4 
million in 1996. Production on petroleum 
derivatives totalled 3.26 million tonnes. 
3.3 per cent or 103,000 tonnes higher than 
the 1996 total. The refinery was supplied 
with a total of 3.4 million tonnes of crude 
oil, 5.1 per cent more than in 1996. Of the 
total, 3.44 million tonnes come from Iraq 
and 1,797 tonnes from Jordanian oil 
wells. 

The company’s total assets at the end of 
last year stood at JD40I.67 million com- 
pared to JD3S0.30 million at the end of 
1996. 

Mr. Shoman concluded by promising 
the general assembly to contact the gov- 
ernment over distributing a tree bonus 
share to shareholders (AI Ra’i + A1 
Dustour). 
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Khreisha inaugurates JD4 million plant 
for producing animal feed concentrates 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special to the Jordan 77 i;jt>s 

AMMAN — Agriculture 
Minister Mijhem Khreisha 
Monday inaugurated a JD4 
million factory that will pro- 


duce 30.000 tonnes of ani- 
mal feed concentrate a year. 

The Netherlands-based 
Provimi Holding Company 
holds a 35 per cent equity in 
the plant whose output will 
be sold locally and in other 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

The Embassy of Chile is looking for a Secretary with the fol- 
lowing qualifications: 

1. Arable + English + Spanish (spoken & written) is a must. 

2. Knowledge in Win 95 + Office 97. 

Bring your CV to the Embassy In Abdoun, Suez St. 73. 
Tel.: 5923360 


Arab countries, including 
Sudan. Yemen. Iraq and 
Syria. 

"The factory will provide 
the country and the interna- 
tional market with its needs 
of fodder for chicken, fish, 
live stock and sheep." said 
one official dose to the pro- 
ject. 

“The annual production 
could be doubled io reach 
60.000 tonnes if working 
hours are increased iu 16 a 
day from eight" he added. 
‘The factors can reach a 
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maximum production out- 
put of 120,000 tonnes if 
new production lines are 
added.” 

Provimi Holdings branch 
in Jordan and France's 
Aridani Bejin Se hold 70 
per cent of the company’s 
shares — 35 per cent each. 
Lebanese investors Nabil 
and Joseph Zeid Ganim 
hold the rest of equity. 

"Aridani Bejin Se will 
provide the factory with 
experts and modem tech- 
nology as well as opening 
up international markets for 
its products, especially in 
Syria. Iraq. Sudan and 
Yemen.” the official said 

Provimi Holding Jordan is 
a branch of the international 
Provimi Holding Company 
which has worldwide com- 
panies producing animal 


feed, sugar, starch and veg- 
etable oil. 

"The creation of this fac- 
tory through a Jordanian- 
European partnership runs 
in harmony with our aspira- 
tions to open up to the world 
and to encourage invest- 
ments,” Mr. Khreisha said 
in an inaugural speech. 

”lt also reflects the spirit 
of the Jordanian-European 
association agreement 
through reaffirming the con- 
fidence of the European 
investor in Jordan....” he 
added. 

Jordan and the European 
Union signed an association 
agreement in November to 
create a free trade area by 
the year 2010 and to encour- 
age European investments 
in the Kingdom. 


China gives tacit 
approval to wholly 
foreign-owned operations 


SHANGHAI I .AFP i — 
China overcame objections 
last year and has been tacitly 
relaxing approval conditions 
for foreign companies to set 
up wholly-owned sub- 
sidiaries on the Chinese 
mainland, an investment 
official has said. 

Xia Zhongguang. deputy 
director of the project pro- 
motion division of 
Shanghai’s Foreign 

Investment Commission, 
told AFP that the govern- 
ment had always allowed 
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full foreign ownership in 
industries which were not 
crucial to economic develop- 
ment. 

"For example, car manu- 
facturing projects had to be 
joint ventures but automo- 
tive component venrures 
could be wholly foreign- 
owned. We have always had 
this view but last year every- 
body accepred it,” he said. 

Last year was also the first 
time that the number of 
wholly foreign-owned enter- 
prises exceeded approvals 
given to joint ventures. 

Chinese statistics showed 
that 45.6 per cent out of 
21,046 foreign invested pro- 
jects approved last year were 
enterprises owned 100 per 
cent by foreign companies. 

Mr. Xia said last month 
when asked to comment on 
the trend that the govern- 
ment had no preference 
regarding the proportion of 
equity' ownership but 
approval for firms operating 
here and owned entirely by 
foreign concerns still 
depended on the level of 
investment capital, advanced 
technology input or export 
orientation. 

Clarifying his statement, 
Mr. Xia said: ‘it is easier to 
obtain approval for wholly 
foreign-owned projects than 
before but still harder than to 
obtain approval for joint 
ventures.” 

He said joint ventures were 
still the better way of doing 
business in China because 
“when a foreign investor is 
starting up in China, it is bet- 
ter to have a Chinese partner 
w'ho knows the local condi- 
tions to help him.” 

Foreign investors, espe- 
cially those involved in 
50:50 ventures with Chinese 
partners, have found joint 
venture partnerships trying. 

Mr. Xia said the situation 
was different in Shanghai 
where firms owned entirely 
by foreigners accounted for 
only 26.3 per cent of all ven- 
tures approved, compared to 
515 per cent for joint ven- 
tures. 

.Analysts said the relax- 
ation on equity ownership 
would make the investment 
environment more attractive 
for investors whose interest 
had cooled somewhat since 
China imposed import duties 
on capita] goods. 
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Orthodoxi, Jazireh vie for' J ordan rallies Chicago for victory 

i . , . .... , ... Jazz eliminate Rockets; Knicks advance 


championship title tonight 


By Aleen Ban nay an 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Al Jazireh 
rewrote basketball records 
last year when they ended a 
30-year drought to win the 
First Division Basketball 
Championship. 

The question fans and offi- 
cials are unsure about is can 
they keep the trophy this 
year? 

The 1998 championship 
comes to an end tonight 
when current leaders Al 
Orthodoxi face Al Jazireh in 
the match that will decide the 
champion. 

Despite Al Orthodoxi 's 
current lead, a win by any 
score by both teams would 
guarantee the trophy as both 
teams are tied in scoring 
average in their matches. 

Al Orthodoxi were the 
only team to beat Al Jazireh 
twice 73-69 in the prelimi- 
naries and 63-61 in the first 
playoff match. They there- 
fore have +8 points but Al 


Jazireh’s only win over Al 
Orthodoxi. 92-84 in the pre- 
liminary round, gave them 
also +8 points, therefore 
tying the score difference. 

AI Orthodoxi. who fin- 
ished third last year, showed 
an impressive form through- 
out their matches and had an 
easier path when they elimi- 
nated rivals Al Ahli from the 
top two positions. 

Al Orthodoxi beat Al Ahli 
74-49 and 69-37 in the pre- 
liminaries and 84-61 and 
S2-61 in playoffs, while Al 
Jazireh beat Al Ahli 73-69, 
and 57-53 in the preliminar- 
ies and 78-63 and 57-43 in 
the playoffs. 

Al Jazireh are just out of a 
week-long training camp in 
Irbid and coach Fadi Sabbah 


was reported saying that he 
was “satisfied with the 
team's physical and mental 
preparedness” 

AI Orthodoxi coach Murad 
Barakar declined comment 
saying “we are ready” 

Al Orthodoxi who held on 
to the title with an undisput- 
ed reign from 1976-1989 
before conceding the title to 
Al Ahli who were champions 
in 1990. 1992. 1993 and 
1994. 

Al Orthodoxi came back to 
win in 1991, 1995 and 1996. 

Last season's runner up Al 
Ahli finished third this sea- 
son with an incomplete line- 
up showing the effects of 
inadequate pre-season train- 
ing. The team's inconsistent 
form forced them to rely on 


PLAYOFF STANDINGS 


Arsenal show style and 
steel to clinch title 


LONDON (AFP) — Arsenal 
won the English League title 
for the first time in seven 
years in style on Sunday with 
a crushing 4-0 win over 
Everton in front of their own 
fans at Highbury. 

The victory, courtesy of two 
goals by Marc Overmars, one 
from skipper Tony Adams 
and an own goal by Croatian 
defender Slaven Bilic, puts 
the Gunners an unassailable 
seven points clear of defend- 
ing Premiership champions 
Manchester United with just 
two games remaining. 

While the 38,000 fens 
packed into Highbury erupted 
into wild celebrations at the 
final whistle, Everton were 
left contemplating a possible 
future in the first division. 

The result leaves the 
Merseyside giants, one of the 
so-called ‘Big Five' clubs in 
English football, in the third 
relegation place one point 
adrift of Bolton with one 
match left to play. 

Everton rarely threatened a 
confident, slick Arsenal side 
who recorded a Premiership 
record 1 0th consecutive win 
to clinch the greatest prize in 
English football which the 
north London club last won 
in 1991 under George 
Graham. 

Ian Wright, Arsenal’s 
record goalscorer. completed 
a perfect day for the Arsenal 
fans when he came on as a 
second half substitute after a 
four-month lay-off through 
injury’. 

But Wright was upstaged 
■by long-serving Highbury 
hero Adams, who sealed the 
rout with a stunning strike 
two minutes from time. 

Gunners boss Arsene 
Wenger said winning the title 
was the most satisfying 
moment in his whole career. 

“Professionally it is certain- 
ly the biggest moment 
because it is not easy to come 
to England to win the cham- 
pionship.” said the 
Frenchman, who has previ- 
ously won titles in his own 
country as coach of Monaco. 

“The star this season was 
every player — and that 
means the team spirit” 

Wenger said the turning 
point of the season came 
when Arsenal beat 
Manchester United 1-0 at Old 
Trafford on March 14. 

"We had some difficult 
moments in November and 
December so it became very 
difficult for us.” he said. 



Arsenal's captain Tony Adams holds up the Premier 
League championship trophy after bis team defeated 
Everton 4-0 to take the title (Reuters photo) 


“We played first for 
Europe, for a Champions’ 
League place and I think the 
turning point was when we 
won at Manchester United. 
We believe we could win it if 
we won our games. 

"I think the" difference at the 
end was in the two confronta- 
tions with Manchester 
United." 

Arsenal defender Lee 
Dixon, a tide winner with the 
Gunners in 19S9 and 1991, 
said: “It is a brilliant feeling. 
This team is just phenomenal 
— especially the boys in the 
midfield who have been 
superb." 

It was a first League ride for 
3 1 -year-old England centre- 
back Martin Keown. who 
admitted: “I thought it was 
never going to come. 

“It was an incredible run we 
put together. Manchester 
United set the standard and 
we went after them.” 

Overmars added: ‘It is 
absolutely great. My first year 
and we have won the 
Premiership.” 

Highbury erupted after five 
minutes as Arsenal grabbed 
the vital opening goal — and 
Bilic was left hanging his 
head in despair. 

Emmanuel Petit, the 
Premiership player of the 
month for April, swept over a 


comer from the left and Bilic. 
under pressure from Arsenal 
captain Tony Adams at the far 
posL headed the ball into the 
back of the net attempting to 
clear. 

The Gunners scored a sec- 
ond just before the half hour 
mark to all but wrap up their 
1 1th ever league title with a 
brilliant individual goal by 
Overmars. 

The Dutch winger burst for- 
ward from the halfway marie, 
accelerating clear of the 
Everton defence before cut- 
ting into the area and firing a 
low shot which Myhre got a 
hand to but could not stop 
from squeezing over the line. 
Overmars struck again 1 2 
min utes after the interval with 
another blinding run and clin- 
ical finish. 

0;Tce again the 
Meiseysiders had no answer 
to the Dutchman's electric 
pac -2 as he raced 40 yards 
tow ards goal before cutting a 
neat shot across the goal- 
mouth into the far right cor- 
ner. 

A dams, who has bounced 
back from a rash of personal 
problems including alco- 
holism. completed his 
remarkable recovery by scor- 
ing Arsenal’s fourth with a 
thu ndering left foot drive 
ffoim die edge of the area. 


the individual efforts of 
Faisal Nsour and Yousef 
Zaghloul. 

In addition their bench was 
depleted throughout the 
playoffs with Mohammad 
Sbamali and Marwaa 
Ma'touq both nursing 
injuries, and centre Ramez 
Hamruoudeh quitting the 
team for personal reasons. 

Al Jalil came in fourth. Al 
Jeel fifth and Al Hussein 
sixth but remained in the first 
division after the Jordan 
Basketball Federation 
scrapped relegation this year 
to increase the number of 
teams to eight 

Tonight’s match will be 
held at 6:15 p.m. at the 
Sports Palace and will be 
televised live on JTV. 


Team 

P 

W 

L 

Sf 

Sa 

Pts 

Orthodoxi 

•13 

12 

1 

1068 

721 

25 

Jazireh 

13 

11.. 

2 

1086 

753 

24 

Ahli 

14 

6 

8 

900 

907 

20 


Sampras 

claims 

Atlanta 


crown 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Top- 
seeded Pete Sampras snapped 
his four-year title drought on 
clay by holding off second 
seed Jason Stoltenberg 6-7 
(2/7), 6-3, 7-6 (7/4) in the 
final of ATP event here 
Sunday. 

It was a second tour ride of 
the season for Sampras, who 
regained the world’s number- 
one ranking from Chile's 
Marcelo Rios this week. It 
was also his 54th career tour- 
nament triumph for the 
American who pocketed a 
winner’s cheque of S45.000. 

The 27-year-old Sampras 
last won a title on clay at 
Rome in 1994. his last 
appearance in a clayoourt 
final until Sunday. His only 
other claycourt crown came at 
Kitzbuhel. Austria in 1992. 
Sampras did reach the final 
here in 1991, losing to Andre 
Agassi. 

Overcoming 15 aces by 
Stoltenberg. Sampras man- 
aged to capitalize on just two 
of 16 break point opportuni- 
ties. also taking advantage of 
13 double faults by the 
Aussie. Sampras won on his 
first match point to survive 
the two-hour. 40-minute duel. 

Although he struggled 
throughout the week, 
Sampras continued his recent 
success in finals, as he 
improved to 11-1 in his last 
12 finals, including a victory 
at the Advanta 
Championships in 

Philadelphia in February. His 
only loss in a final during this 
streak came against Agassi in 
the final of the Sybase Open 
in San Jose. California, in 
February. 

In addition, he upped his 
record to 19-1 lifetime in 
finals against players ranked 
outside the Top 20. 
Stohenbeig is currently 
ranked 42nd in the world. 

The 28-year-old 

Stohenbeig suffered his sec- 
ond straight loss in fee final at 
this event, and third loss in an 
ATP Tour final this year. 
Stohenbeig, who lost to 
Marcelo Fdippini in last 
year's final, also posted run- 
ner-up finishes at Adelaide, 
Australia, and Scottsdale. 
Arizona, earlier this year. 

The Aussie was seeking his 
fifth career ATP Tour title and 
first since last year at Coral 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Another struggle and anoth- 
er Michael Jordan explosion 
added up to another victory 
for Chicago Sunday, over 
Charlotte in Game One of 
their National Basketball 
Association second-round 
series. 

Jordan bad 35 points and 
1 1 rebounds as the Bulls 
overcame a 15-point deficit 
and shut down fee Charlotte 
Hornets 83-70 to take a 1-0 
lead in their best-of-seven 
Eastern Conference semi- 
final series. 

The match-up in Chicago 
opened the second round of 
fee playoffs, but first there 
was some first-round busi- 
ness to complete. 

At Salt Lake City, fee 
brute strength of Karl 
Malone and Greg Ostertag 
overpowered fee aging 
Houston Rockets and car- 
ried the Jazz into fee 
Western Conference semi- 
finals. 

Malone scored 31 points 
on 12-of-22 shooting and 
led every key surge. He 
scored the first two baskets 
of the game as Utah got off 
to a quick start and never 
trailed. 

Ostertag scored six points, 
all in the fourth quarter. He 
added five rebounds and 
seven blocks and helped 
contain Hakeem Olajuwon, 
who again shot poorly and 
scored 15 points. 

Jeff Horaacek added 15 
points for Utah, which bat- 
tled back from a 2-1 series 
deficit and eliminated 
Houston for the second 
straight year. They'll meet 
San Antonio in fee second 
round. 

In Miami, the Knicks 
made do without suspended 
Larry Johnson and Chris 
Mills, leading from start to 
finish in a 98-81 victory 
over the Heat in the decid- 
ing Game Five of their 
Eastern Conference first- 
round series. 

Houston led fee way wife 
30 points, including 20 in 
fee second half. Starks had 
22 points, including five 
three-pointers. 

Tim Hardaway, who lit up 
the Knicks for 3$ points in 
last year’s Game Seven vic- 
tory. sparked Miami with 18 
points in the second half 
after scoring just three 



Houston Rockets center Hakeem Olajuwon (Lj gets a hand on the ball as Utah Jazz 
forward Karl Malone (R) goes up for a shot during the fourth quarter of their NBA 
playoff game. Malone scored a game high 31 points to help the Jazz get past the 
Rockets 84-70. The Jazz won the best-of-five series 3-2 (Reuters photo) 


points in the first half. 

But it was not enough to 
offset fee performances of 
Houston and Starks, or fee 
absence of teammate 
Alonzo Mourning, also sus- 
pended after trading ineffec- 
tual punches wife Johnson 
in an embarrassing melee at 
fee end of Game Four. 

Johnson will also miss 
New York's second-round 
opener against Indiana. 

Chicago, the defending 
champions who were the 
only team to sweep their 
first-round opponents 3-0. 
got off to a shaky start and 
trailed 23- 1 5 after one quar- 
ter. 

After being outscored bv 


counterpart Bobby Phills in 
fee first period, however, 
Jordan came alive. Relying 
less on his jumper than 
usual, Jordan led surges in 
the second and third quar- 
ters feat gave fee Bulls con- 
trol. He also held Phills 
scoreless after fee opening 
period. 

Scottie Pippen scored 25 
points and Dennis Rodman 
pulled down 14 rebounds 
and total ly outplayed 
Anthony Mason as fee Bulls 
stayed unbeaten in fee play- 
offs. Game Two is 
Wednesday at Chicago. 

Although the two- dine 
defending champions swept 
fee New Jersev Nets in fee 


first round, they wasted a 
14-point fourth-quarter lead 
in fee opener and were 
pushed to overtime before 
rallying behind Jordan, who 
scored 39 points. 

Glen Rice scored 25 
points but shot poorly for 
the Hornets, who managed 
just 25 points in the middle 
two quarters and threatened 
fee NBA all-time playoff 
low five days after matching 
it against fee Atlanta 
Hawks. 

Charlotte eliminated 
Atlanta in four games to 
advance to fee conference 
semi-finals for the first time 
in five years. 


Hingis beats Novotna 
to win German title 


Meligeni 


wins 


HAMBURG ( AP) — Top-ranked Martina 
Hingis gave herself a boost before the 
French Open by beating Jana Novotna 6-3. 
7-5 in fee final of fee German Grand Prix to 
win her first title on European red clay 
Sunday. 

In fee 10 of fee past 1 1 years, at least one 
of the finalists of this event has also went on 
to contest fee French Open final, and four 
champions from here also won fee title in 
fee only Grand Slam on clay. 

Last year. Iva Majoli won here and 
became fee French Open champion later by 
beating Hingis in fee final. It was fee only 
of fee four Grand Slam events Hingis failed 
to win last year. 

This year's French Open starts May 25. 

Hingis, who trailed 4-2 in fee second set. 
rallied to level fee score but had trouble to 
close fee match, needing four match points. 

“I had to fight for every point, she wasn’t 
giving much away" Hingis said. 

The 17-year-old Swiss” collected $79,000 
for her victory and leads the WTA Tour 
wife three titles of the year. She has now 
won 17 titles in a short but brilliant career. 

The victory brought her record for 1998 
to 25-3. 

In a match pitting one of fee youngest and 
one of the oldest players on the tour" Hingis 
took advantage of two errors by Novotnato 
win fee first set. 

Novoma, 29. put a weak volley into the 
net and then hit a backhand into the net to 
drop her serve and give Hingis a 5-3 lead. 
The Swiss teen-ager won fee set with a 
backhand volley. 

With rain clouds gathering over the center 


court tournament officials quickly pulled 
over the retractable roof and Novotna ston- 
ed playing better, going a break up. 

“The balls got heavier and she started 
playing better," Hingis said. 

“It was difficult to win points against her 
today, she got a lot of balls back." she said. 

“I tried to fight and make fee points short- 
er.” Hingis said. 

A volley feat took a strange bounce off the 
line helped Hingis get back into fee match 
by tying at 4-4. 

“When I was up. feat's when it became 
more difficult for me,” Novotna said. “She 
became more aggressive, she hit harder. 
When you are up. that’s when she steps up 
and raises her game,” 

“Her consistency in her ground strokes 
and her ability to keep me behind made the 
difference.” said Novoma. a Czech who 
was seeded second and who is No. 3 in fee 
world. 

“She doesn't make many mistakes, no 
double faults, you don't get any easy 
points,” Novoma said. 

Hingis, who now holds a 6-2 career edge 
over Novotna, beat the Czech only once 
before on clay, three years ago in fee same 
tournament. 

Hingis was 14 than and it was her first 
victory over a top 10 player. 


Czech Open 


PRAGUE (AFP) — 
Fernando Meligeni of Brazil 
won fee $365,000 Czech 
Open ATP Tour event here on 
Sunday, beating local 
favourite Slava Dosedel of the 
Czech Republic 6-1. 64 to 
pocket a winners cheque for 
$48,200 and 150 ranking 
points. 

In a march delayed for three 
hours because of heavy rain 
on the Stvanice arena's centre 
court it was the Brazilian who 
adapted himself to the condi- 
tions the better as he constant- 
ly drove back his opponent 
with a series of powerful top- 
spin returns. 

Although generally better 
known as a doubles player, it 
was left-hander Meligeni's 
third Tour victory in all, but 
his first this year. 

Dosedel was again ham- 
pered by the fever which had 
caused him so much discom- 
fort in Saturday’s tough three- 
set semi-fini win over 
Nicolas Lapentti of Ecuador. 

And the strain told as 27- 
year-old Meligeni, who oust- 
ed Romania's Dinu Pescariu 
7-6 (7/5). 7-6 (7/2). in his 
semi, raced to a 5-0 lead 
inside 19 minutes and 
wrapped up the opening set in 
30 minutes. 


in hunt to« 


Cbanip ions ! 5 






TELS69923S 


CINEMA 


TEL-5677420 


PHILADELPHIA T 


PHILADELPHIA ‘ 2 ' 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 2 


TEL: 5934793 


GALLERIA 1 


Htarik&Tbeate 
TEL: 4625155 


Bruce Willis & 
Gary Oldman ... in 


Robert De Niro & 
Sharon Stone .... in 


ABDOUN 


The biggest cinema production 


ABDOUN 


STARTNG APRIL 6TH 


THE FIFTH 
ELEMENT 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 
6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


CASINO 


TITANIC 


Steven SegalVs latest movie 

FIRE DOWN BELOW 

Shows 1 230, 3. 00, 630. 8: 15. 10:45 


John Travolta ....in 


SHE IS SO LOVELY 


Shows: 1230, 3:30, 
6:15, 9:00' 


Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 7:00, 
10:30 p.m. 


ISMAILIA RAYEH GAI 
-KAMANANA 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1030 


still showing at evening 


TITANIC 


Al Pacino ...in 

DONIE BRASCO 

& 

still showing at eve nin g 

TITANIC 


Don't Laugh Please 
We're Jordanian 

Starring Hisham Yanes. Antal 
Dabbtis. Rmiia Kurds and the group 


at 830 pjn. 

For reservations call: 4640155, 4625155 
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Betis stay 
in hunt for 
Champions 
League 
spot 

MADRID (AFP) — . Betis 
stayed in the hunt for 
Champions League spot 
□ext season us two goals 
from Nigerian striker 
Finidi George brought a 3- 
1 win at champions 
Barcelona on Sunday. 

Barca wrapped up the 
title last month and are a 
mammoth 13 points ahead 
of second-placed Athletic 
Bilbao. 

And the Catalan club, 
who had earlier taken the 
lead through Dutchman 
Winston Bogarde, 

appeared none too discon- 
certed at their eighth defeat 
of the campaign. 

But the big question now 
is whether European Cup 
finalists Real Madrid will 
see runners up spot elude 
them. 

Real host Zaragoza on 
Monday knowing that if 
they lose the final show- 
down to Juventus later this 
month they could well miss 
out altogether on Europe's 
premier club competition 
next year. 

Bilbao hammered Real 
Oviedo 3-0 to go a point 
clear of Real on 61 points 
but having played a game 
more, while Real Sociedad. 
Mallorca and Betis a/e ail 
locked on 59 points and 
can still lake second spot 
with two games left. 



Chicago White Sox Ray Durham dives to catch a short fly bail hit by Anaheim 
Angels Garrett Anderson for the out in the third inning in Anaheim, Ca. 
Durham's catch ended the inning. The White Sox won 12-1 (Reuters photo) 


Hingis returns to scene of 
breakthrough — Italian Open 


ROME <AP) — It was in 
Rome two years ago that 
Martina Hingis made her 
breakthrough? Then 15 
years old, she ousted top- 
ranked Steffi Graf in the 
quarterfinals of the Italian 
Open in the biggest win of 
her short career. 

Now she's back os the 
World’s No. 1 women's 
player, fresh off a tourna- 
ment victory in Germany 
and with a sizzling mutch 
record of 25-3 this year. 

And in a clear sign of the 
generational change in 
women's tennis. Graf, the 
dominant player over the 
last decade but lately hob- 
bled by injuries, is seriously 
considering retiring. 

Hingis heads the field in 


the 5926,000 Italian Open 
that began play Monday, the 
major clay court test before 
the French Open, the only 
Grand Slam played on the 
slow surface. 

The draw is the strongest 
in the tournament’s history, 
with 1 8 of the top 20 players 
entered. The top eight seeds 
received a first round bye. 

Sisters Venus and Serena 
Williams are featured in 
opening day matchups. 
Venus, the No. 9 seed, faced 
Yayuk Basuki. while the 
younger Serena followed on 
center court against No. 11 
Nathalie Tauziac 

Hingis, who missed the 
Italian Open because of 
injury last year, returns on 
the heels of a 6-3, 7-5 victo- 


ry over Jana Novotna in 
Hamburg. It was her third 
tournament title this year — 
the most on the tour — and 
her first on European red 
day. 

She enters as a strong 
favourite, but faces a strong 
group oF veterans — 

Novotna. Amanda Coetzer. 
Mary Pierce, Arantxa 

Sanchez 

Vicario. Conchita 

Martinez, whose run of four 
consecutive Italian titles 
was stopped by Pierce last 
year, is also back. 

Just behind them are a 
group of talented players of 
Hingis' generation, includ- 
ing Anna Koumikova, the 
Williams sisters and 

Mirjana Lucic, who won a 


title Sunday in her native 
Croatia. 

Organisers had hoped that 
Graf, off the tour since 
March because of an injured 
hamstring, would play. Bur 
the German announced over 
the weekend that she would 
skip Rome and the French 
Open. 

Graf has been trying to 
come back from reconstruc- 
tive surgery on her left 
knee. The former No. 1 
player has slipped to No. 33 
in the rankings. 

*Tve come to the point 
where I can clearly see the 
end of my career," she told 
the German magazine 
Focus. 


SCOREBOARD 


National League 
Florida l 

San Francisco 12 

Montreal 4 

Philadelphia 5 

Los Angeles 10 

NY Mets 5 

Cincinnati 5 

St Louis 8 

American League 
Boston 2 

Cleveland 10 

Baltimore 2 

NY Yankees 10 

Toronto 6 

Seattle 10 

White Sox 12 


San Diego . 

Atlanta 

Arizona 

Houston 

Pittsburgh 

Colorado 

Milwaukee 

Chicago Cubs 


Texas 

Tampa Bay 

Minnesota 

Kansas City 

Oakland 

Detroit 

Anaheim 


NBA playoffs 

First Round (series best-of-five) 

Eastern Conference 

New York 98 Miami 


SI 


(New York win series 3-2) 
Western Conference 


Utah. 84 

Houston 

70 

(Utah win series 3-2) 

Second Round (series best-of-seven) 


Chicago 83 

Charlotte 

70 

(Chicago lead series 1 -0) 


Spanish Championship 

Sporting Gtjon 0 

Real Sociedad 

2 

Majorca 2 

Atletico Madrid 

I 

R. Santander 1 

Espanyol 

1 

Ceita Vigo 3 

Compostela 

3 

Athletic Bilbao 3 

Real Oviedo 

0 

Tenerife 2 

Salamanca 

0 

Real Valladolid 0 

Merida 

0 


Barcelona 


1 


Real Betis 


Atlanta ATP Tour 

F inal 

Pete Sampras (USA xl ) bt Jason Stoltenberg (Aus x2) 
6-7 (2/7), 6-3, 7-6 (7/4) 


Juventus put the champagne on ice 


MILAN (AFP) — Juvenhis 
moved closer to their 25th 
league championship on 
Sunday, when the Italian 
league leaders and their title 
rivals Inter Milan both 
clocked up 0-0 draws. 

Juventus had plenty of pos- 
session but failed to make it 
count at Vicenza, whose 
Pusquale Luiso was unlucky 
not to snatch a winner. 

Inter were held by Piacenza, 
their first 0-0 of the season 
coming despite the one-way 
traffic ar San Siro. and they 
failed to narrow a four-point 
gap on Juventus with just two 
marches left. 

Inter's failure to score 
means that Juventus will now 
be putting the champagne on 
ice — ready to be opened 
next weekend when they 
should be crowned champi- 
ons against Bologna. 

Ronaldo hit the post and 
Inter's Nigerian striker 
Nwankwo Kanu failed to put 
away the easiest of rebounds 
in the 24th minute, while 
Argentine Diego Simeone 
also hit the woodwork soon 
after the re-start. 

It was disappointing for 
Inter's goalkeeping coach 
Luciano Castellini, who stood 
in for Gigi Simoni and deputy 
coach Sergio Pini. both sus- 
pended after last week's con- 


Bailey 

breezes 

through 

Rio DE JANEIRO (AFP) — 
Canadian 100-mcircs world 
record holder Donovan Bailey 
breezed home in 10.19 sec- 
onds in the season-opening 
IAAF Grand Prix meeting 
here on Sunday, beating com- 
patriot Bruny Surin by three 
hundredths of a second. 

Viceni Henderson of the 
United States was third in 
10.27 at the Celio Banos 
Stadium at the Maracana 
.sports complex. 

Algeria's 1.500 metres 
world record holder 
Noureddine Morccli was also 
too strong tor his opponents at 
that distance, winning in 3min 
34.99see ahead of Kenya's 
David Lelei. who timed 
3:3624 with Algerian All 
Said-Sief third in 3:37.97. 


troversial defeat to Juventus. 

“We tried everything we 
could, but they were defend- 
ing tooth and nail." Castellini 
said. “And their goalkeeper 
made some great saves. - 

Further down the Serie A, 
Udinese. Parma and AS 
Roma have all booked their 
places in next season's UEFA 
Cup. 

Udinese swept to a 3-1 win 
over Napoli which also kept 
their German ace Oliver 
Bierhoff top of the Serie A 
scoring charts with 25 goals. 

Paolo Poggi struck in the 
fourth minute, but Napoli's 
talented young striker 
Claudio Bellucci was felled in 
the area barely 10 minutes 
Jarer and Francesco Tunini 
converted the penalty. 

However, Bierhoff then 
added a brace from dose 
range, one just before the 
break and one just before the 
end. 

“We're now third in the 
table and that’s extremely 
important for us." said couch 
Alberto Zaccheroni. 

“Now we’ve got to defend 
that position, because for a 
young, provincial team like 


Udinese it's something extra- 
ordinary." 

Parma drew 2-2 with 10- 
man Sampdoria. who had 
midfielder Marco 

Franceschetti sent off in the 
first half. 

Enrico Chiesa opened the 
scoring against his old club 
with a superb free-kick but 
Brazilian striker Paco 
equalised for Sampdoria. 

Argentinian Nestor Sensini 
put Parma back in front only 
for Frenchman Alain 
Boghossian to level with a 
bullet header from an S7th 
comer. 

AS Roma had no difficulty 
crushing a defenceless AC 
Milan 5-0. 

Just four days after AC 
Milan lost the Italian Cup 
final by conceding three goals 
in 10 minutes against Lazio, 
they let in another three in just 
13 minutes against Roma at 
the same Olympic stadium. 

Frenchman Vincent 

Candela smacked the ball 
home from 20 metres in the 
1 6th minute and Francesco Di 
Biagio quickly added two 
more, one a penalty and the 
other a superb left-footed 


drive. 

Brazilian Paulo Sergio 
streaked through to make it 4- 
0 and Marco Delvecchio nod- 
ded in the fifth, as Milan 
coach Fabio Capello surely 
reflected on his decision last 
summer to leave European 
Cup finalists Real Madrid. 

Capello. who was wooed 
back to Milan by club presi- 
dent Silvio Berlusconoi. held 
a press conference which last- 
ed all of 10 seconds. 

“I’d like to personally apol- 
ogise to the fans and to Mr. 
Berlusconi. 1 am ashamed,” 
he said. 

The odds on Roberto 
Baggio making the World 
Cup finals continued to short- 
en after he won and converted 
a I4th minute penalty — his 
19th goal of the season — 
that set Bologna on their way 
to a 2-0 lead over Empoli. 

Michele Puramatti nodded 
home a comer, but Carmine 
Esposito pulled one back just 
before the break for Empoli 
and Mussimiliano Capellini 
converted a penalty in the 
third minute of injury time to 
make it 2-2. 


It was a miserable day for 
relegation stragglers Brescia, 
who sacked coach Paolo 
Ferrario in ihe morning and 
went a goal down after just 17 
seconds to Fiorentina in the 
afternoon — before losing 5- 
1. 

Argentinian skipper Gabriel 
Batistuta slotted home the 
goal after rounding the keeper 
and more came from Belgian 
international Luis Oliveira. 
Brazilian ace Edmundo. 
Batistuta's 20th of the season 
— a superb chip after being 
picked out by Edmundo — 
and Swede Stefan Schwarz. 

The win kept Fiorentina on 
course for Italy’s last UEFA 
Cup slot and Brescia, whose 
striker Dario Hubner norched 
his 16th of the season, on 
course for the Serie B next 
season. 

Alabama kept alive their 
hopes of avoiding the drop by 
beating Bari 2-0. 

Lazio, relaxing between 
cup finals, lost 14) to Lecce 
on Saturday. They face Inter 
Milan next week for the 
UEFA Cup in Paris. 


FLAT FOR RENT 


A cute little flat (roof), comprising 2 bedrooms, 
sitting room, 3 bathrooms, 
living room, kitchen and terrace. 
Beautiful view and nice surroundings. 
Near the British Embassy. 

Fully furnished except for personal items. 
Nice roof, nice price. 

Interested call 079-55354 




URGENTLY REQUIRED 

An executive secretary for foreign 

consulting office in Amman. 

Candidate must have excellent English 
language, computer & typing skills. 

Fax resume to 962(6)5537702 


1. Small Deluxe Furnished Flat (Ground Floor] 

The flat consists of man bedroom, living room, kitchen 
and bath with modem furniture and equipment. 
Independent sen/ices (telephone, water supply, electricity 
and central heating), surrounded' by garden, separate 
entrance (suitable for one person — preferably a lady). 

2. Deluxe Furnished Flat (1st Floor) 

The flat consists of two bedrooms, two bathrooms, large 
kitchen, very spacious salon consisting of living, sitting, 
and dining room and veranda, with modem furniture and 
equipment, independent services (telephone, water 
supply, electricity and central heating), separate 
entrance. 

Location: A calm area in Tla'a Al Ali, 

Orwa Ben Othainah Str. (11). 

Near Pizza Hut Rest, in Madinah Munawarah Str. 

For more information, please call daily 
(5513027) from (6:00-8:00) p.m. 


UNFURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Area 250 sq.m. Consists of 3 bedrooms, large salons, 2 
bathrooms, large b atoony, large kitchen. 2nd floor of a two 
floor house with telephone, separate central heating, 
water supply, electricity and entrance. 

Location: Jabal Amman, Ibrahim Hashem St„ No. 8, near 
Fourth Circle, behind Zahran Palace. 

Please contact Tel.: 4644001/4644004/4644009 
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SECRETARIAL POSITION AVAILABLE 

An International Company with a regional office in Amman 
is looking for a 

Secretary/Telephone Operator 

Knowledge of English and Arabic is a must, typing In both 
languages, computer knowledge helps. 

Please mail CV with phone number to: 

Attn. The Manager, 

P.O. Box 815409, Amman-11180. 
Please indicate salary expectations. 


Enqvist outlasts Agassi 
for BMW title 


MUNICH, Germany (AP) 
— Thomas Enqvist slowed 
down Andre Agassi's surge 
back to the top ranks by 
coming from behind to beat 
the American in three sets 
for the BMW Open title 
Sunday. 

Enqvist, a Swede who is 
also on a comeback after 
overcoming a series of nag- 
ging injuries, won 6-7 (4-7), 
7-6 (8-6). 6-3 in a close 
match that could have gone 
Agassi’s way as well. 

“I’ve never played so well 
on clay before," Enqvist 
said. 

Agassi was seeking his 
first tournament victory on 
European red clay in 10 
years and his third title of 
the year. 

“We both played very 
well during . the whole 
match," Agassi said. ‘1 was’ 
improving att the time dur- 
ing the week and it was 

a perfect preparation for 
the French Open." 

"It's disappointing not to .. 
win but all in all,, it was a- 
good week. I am not too far 


from my best. I am very 
pleased to have been here 
this week." Agassi said. 

Enqvist, who was seeded 
seventh, collected S70.000 
for his win. 

Agassi, who was eighth- 
seeded in the $500,000 
tournament, will move one 
place to No. 19 in the rank- 
ings. Enqvist slipped one 
place past Agassi to No. 18. 

Once the No. 1 in the 
world. Agassi had dropped 
as low as No. 141 during a 
disastrous season last year. 

M Both of us played 
extremely well. It’s $fways 
fun to play him," Enqvist 
said. "Perhaps I bad more 
luck in the second set.” 

Enqvist, 24, has now won 
13 of his 15 career finals 
and clinched his second title 
e year 

points in the 11th. game of 
the' second set, before it 
went to the tiebreak. A fore- 
hand winner gave Enqvist 
v the set, although Agassi had 
been two points away from 
the title. 


of the year, after Marseille. 

■ Agai%, saved two’ break 


The final set saw four 
breaks of serve in the first 
four games. 

A powerful hitter from the 
baseline, Enqvist gained a 
key break of serve with four 
tremendous returns for a 5-3 
lead in the final set and 
served out the match. 

Following a good serve, 
Enqvist hit a crisp backhand 
volley that gave Agassi no 
chance and won after two 
hours and 15 minutes. He 
now leads Agassi 3-2 in 
career showdowns. 

Agassi, 28, will now 
return home to Las Vegas 
and still has not decided 
whether he will play the 
Italian Open that starts a 
week from Monday. 

"f don’t know yet. If I go, 
it’ll be good me, but if I 
don't it won’t be too bad. I 
hope to be seeded for the 
French Open," he said. 

The French Open, the 
highlight of the European 
clay-court season, is, the 
only Grand Slam tourna- 
ment Agassi has never won. 


jmtmr Tm$s : e-mail:- 

jotimes @go.com.jo 




FOR U.N. DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS & FOREIGN COMPANIES 
DELUXE FURNISHED PENTHOUSE FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 
^ 330 SQ.M. PLUS 140 SQ.M. TERRACES 

3 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHROOMS, SITTING ROOM WITH 
FIREPLACE, DINING ROOM, BIG SALON, MAID’S ROOM WITH 
BATH, FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN, UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

ALL FLOORS ITALIAN MARBLE, TELEPHONE AND FAX 
V AVAILABLE J 


PARKING AVAILABLE, STORAGE ROOM, BUILDING WITH CONCIERGE. 
CALL OWNER AT TEL: 5930222 DAILY BETWEEN 3:00 P.M.-6:00 P.M. 


WORLD CLASS MALL 

If you have plans to build a world class mall, we have the 
right piece of land. Prime location 77, 244 square metres. 

For appointment, with serious buyers only, 

contact Tel.: 4623154/4659512. Fax: 4635456. 




Note: We can supply expertise to build the right mall. 


WHERE DOES YOUR FUTURE LIE? 


Direct Soles Management 

Already recognised as one of the largest offshore financial services groups based in the Middle 
East, Eagle Star International Life continues to invest for future success. A significant pan of this 
investment is in the people that drive the business forward and we are looking for qualified 
and experienced individuals to join our Direct Sales .Management team. 

You will have : 

• a high degree of business maturity with the passion, drive, energy -and ambition for achieving 
real success. 

. entrepreneurship geared with the ability to achieve results through people using a proactive 
approach, with 3 to 5 years' proven track record of successfully recruiting, managing and 
motivating a sales team. 

• good knowledge of training and the ability to conduct ‘one to one 1 training sessions. 

• high personal expectations with the determination to achieve outstanding results. 

• self organisation with excellent communication. Inter-personal and presentation skills. 

We offer a generous financing package, together with medical and group life benefits. You can 
expect First class office facilities and administrative support to enable vou to build a successful 
business with unlimited earning potential in a tax free environment, the opportunity of an 
expatriate lifestyle, and a challenging career within a global and dynamic organisation. 

To apply, please write wiihfuIlCV to: The Personnel Manage*: star 

(International life) limited P.O.Box 50389, Dubai, UtdtedArab Enahares. 



EAGLE STAR 

Eagk> Star to 
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i2 News 


Holbrooke: Cyprus talks 
reach ‘serious impasse’ 


NICOSIA (AFP) — U.S. 
presidential envoy to Cyprus 
Richard Holbrooke said here 
on Monday that efforts so 
revive negotiations between 
the Turkish- and Greek- 
Cypriot communities had 
reached a “serious impasse.'' 

‘T don’t consider this a cri- 
sis, I don't consider it a cata- 
strophe." the special envoy 
for Cyprus of U.S. President 
Bill Clinton told a press con- 
ference at the end of a four- 
day visit to the divided 
Mediterranean island. 

Refusing to characterise his 
visit as a "failure." Mr. 
Holbrooke acknowledged, 
however, that the talks had 
reached "a temporary 
impasse but a serious one.” 

“1 consider the problems we 
encountered part of the 
process and we will remain 
committed," he said, adding 
later to AFT* that "American 
disengagement could lead to 
an escalation of the problem, 
to a growth in tension" 

He said preconditions 
imposed by Turkish -Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash had led 
to the current deadlock in 
efforts to promore reunifica- 
tion talks between the 
Turkish-Cypriot and Greek- 
Cypriot communities. 

“Two positions that one 
side took... [are] making 
meaningful, substantive 
exchange extremely difficult 
at this point.” he said, 
although he stressed he did 
not “wish to leave the impres- 
sion that all the problems are 
on one side." 

Mr. Denktash was insisting 
on recognition for his break- 
away Turkish Republic of 


Northern Cyprus (TRNC). 
which was declared in 1983. 
and withdrawal of Cyprus's 
application for membership 
in the European Union (EU). 
Mr. Holbrooke said. 

"[Denktash] said that 
henceforth he does not wish 
to negotiate the future of the 
island unless he and his repre- 
sentatives are recognised as a 
sovereign state,” he said. 

The United States and other 
nations do not recognise the 
TRNC. which is recognised 
only by Turkey, which has 
35.000 troops on the Turkish- 
occupied northern part of the 
island. 

Mr. Holbrooke described as 
"unrealistic" the demand that 
Cyprus withdraw its applica- 
tion to join the EU and placed 
blame for the current dead- 
lock on the EU decision not to 
open membership talks with 
Turkey. 

“The European Union was 
correct in inviting Cyprus to 
begin talks to join the 
European Union.” he said 
“And they were wrong not to 
invite Turkey to begin in tbe 
process as well. 

“And it is that imbalance 
which I believe has led to the 
present impasse," he said 

A Cypriot government 
spokesman, Christos 

Stylianides. blamed the dead-' 
lock on ‘Turkish intransi- 
gence.” 

“Due to the intransigence of 
the Turkish side unfortunately 
efforts to resume the dialogue 
between the two communities 
have failed.” he said “The 
international community 
should realise that the Turkish 
side is exclusively responsi- 


ble for the absence of 

progress.” 

Mr. Denktash on Monday 
reiterated his demand for 
recognition for the TRNC and 
said the Holbrooke mission 
had revealed the deep rift 
between the sides. 

“The only proposal made to 
us by Mr. Holbrooke was for 
us to sit down at the negotia- 
tion table, after which we 
would become two states.” he 
said. ‘This is an illusion.” 

The U.S. emissary said 
Thomas Miller, the U.S. State 
Department coordinator for 
Cyprus, would return here at 
the end of May and he per- 
sonally would “come back 
anytime I can be useful and 
that both sides want me.” 

“The United States and 
Ambassador Tom Miller and 
myself will remain engaged 
and available to help the par- 
ties reach that long overdue 
solution,” he said. 

Mr. Holbrooke said there 
had been no progress on 
demilitarisation issues or on 
easing the tensions raised by 
the planned purchase of 
sophisticated S-300 anti-air- 
craft missiles from Russia by 
the government of Cypriot 
President Glafcos derides. a 
Greek-Cypriot. 

On a positive note, the U.S. 
envoy attended tbe inaugura- 
tion on Monday of expanded 
telephone links between the 
Turkish- and Greek-Cypriot 
sides of the island. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since 1974 when Turkey 
occupied its northern (hind in 
response to a Greek-Cypriot 
coup in Nicosia aimed at unit- 
ing the island with Greece. 


Egypt creates own ‘Nobel prize’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Egyptian parliament created 
an annual national prize 
Monday, in honour of 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak's 70th birthday, to 
reward Egyptians for creative 
work in Five fields. 

‘The parliament unani- 
mously adopted the bill to 
create the Mubarak prize, 
which beginning this year 
will disburse a total of 
[Si 80.000} to reward creativ- 
ity in literature, art, social sci- 
ences. science and high tech- 


nology." parliamentary offi- 
cials said. 

The winners of the annual 
prizes, the most important 
awarded by the government, 
will each get $29,400. 

The Mubarak prize was 
proposed by businessman 
Mohammad Abul Eineia one 
of 10 parliamentarians 
appointed by the president. 

Mr. Mubarak’s National 
Democratic Party, which has 
a large parliamentary majori- 
ty. has scheduled a cultural 
festival for Monday night in 


honour of his birthday. The 
president himself is spending 
his birthday Monday with his 
family, as he always does, a 
source close to the Egyptian 
presidency said. 

Mr. Mubarak became presi- 
dent after Anwar Sadat was 
assassinated in 1981 and is 
the longest-serving president 
since Egypt became a repub- 
lic in 1953. He is also its old- 
est president. 

Mr. Mubarak’s third con- 
secutive mandate ends in 
October 1999. 


Sudanese archbishop charged 
over failure to pay aid debt 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan's Roman Catholic arch- 
bishop was arrested and then 
freed on bail over the failure of 
a national relief agency, which 
he heads, to pay a contracting 
company, a judicial source said 
on Monday. 

Archbishop Gabriel Zubair 
Wako. who is in charge of 
Sudan Aid. was detained on 
Friday for 24 hours because 
the charity has yet to pay the 
Sudanese trading firm Abu 
Huzaifah more than $660,000 
for food the latter supplied in 
198S to 1990. 

The source said that Sudan 
Aid was in breach of a ruling 
made in December by a court 
in Khartoum's twin city 
Omdurman. but stressed that 
the case was “a civil court dis- 
pute and has no political or reli- 


gious implications”. 

Sudan has for 15 years been 
gripped by civil war between 
the forces of Khartoum, where 
an Islamist-backed junta cur- 
rently rules, and rebels from 
the mainly Christian and tradi- 
tionally animist south. 

Freed on bail, .Archbishop 
Wako on Sunday left 
Khartoum for Kenya's capital 
Nairobi where the rival sides 
were on Monday due to 
resume peace negotiations sus- 
pended last November, though 
observers and indeed the gov- 
ernment itself have said there is 
tittle prospect of a settlement 
emerging from the talks. 

Sudan Aid owes the Abu 
Huzaifah firm $662,945 or its 
equivalent in the local curren- 
cy. the pound, and was unable 
to get die Omdurman civil 


court ruling overturned when it 
first went to the appeal court 
and then to a tribunal of five 
judges set up by the chief jus- 
tice. 

Under the initial ruling, the 
Omdurman court ordered tbe 
freezing of Sudan Aid's 
accounts with Citibank and the 
seizure of the relief agency's 
vehicles. 

Tbe source said that die court 
ordered Archbishop Wako’s 
arrest after being informed by 
police that Sudan Aid person- 
nel had ‘‘resisted" the taking 
away of the vehicles. 

A Roman Catholic church 
source told AFP that 
Archbishop Wako had gone to 
Nairobi to attend the talks 
between the government and 
southern rebels of the SPLA. 
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A WORK OF ART: Olaf Richardson walks with an umbrella through a rapefield 
with a telephone booth in Korvin, Lower Saxony, Germany, on Monday. What 
annears to be telephone service for agricultural workers is actually a project by 
German artist Strehlow, titled “Komm 1998". The project sutjject is communica- 
tion Richardsen is the friend of artist Mona Strehlow and walks through the field 

to control the telephone booth (AP Photo) 


Jordan Tunes, Tuesday, March 5, 1998* 
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7 PEOPLE, 2000 CREATURES BACK ON EARTH: The space shuttle Columbia touches down at the Kennedy 
Space Centre Sunday, ending a 16<lay mission as the drag parachute is deployed. Columbia’s crew of seven 
and more than 2,000 creatures, Including mice, rats, fish, snails and crickets, served as test subjects for the 
shuttle’s 599 million study of the brain and nervous system (Reuters photo) 


Arab League Former Mossad official sets up 


urges end to 
clan fighting 
in Somalia 


CAIRO ( AFP) — The Arab 
League on Monday urged 
rival Somali factions to 
observe an immediate cease- 
fire in their battling which has 
claimed dozens of lives and 
"complicated” efforts to 
restore stability in the country. 

The Somali National Front 
(SNF), dominated by mem- 
bers of the Marehan clan, 
have been fighting militiamen 
loyal to Mohammad Said 
Hirsi "Morgan." warlord of 
the Indian Ocean Port of 
Kisraayo. where the fighting 
is raging. 

Arab League assistant sec- 
retary general for Arab affairs, 
Ahmed Ben Helli. called on 
the two groups “to observe an 
immediate ceasefire in 
Kismayo.” 

‘These factions will bear 
full responsibility for the 
fighting and for complicating 
the situation given that they 
are among the Somali factions 
who signed the December 
Cairo Declaration" on peace, 
he told reporters. 


Iranian diplomat 
escapes 
assassination 
in Pakistan 


TEHRAN (AFP) — An 
Iranian diplomat escaped 
an assassination bid by a 
group of armed assailants 
in front of his home in the 
Pakistani capital Islamabad 
late Sunday. Iran’s official 
news agency. IRNA. said 
Monday. 

The attackers were wait- 
ing in a car in front of the 
unidentified diplomat's 
residence Sunday night, it 
said, citing an “informed 
source” at the Iranian 
embassy in Islamabad. 

But the diplomat noticed 
them and quickly drove 
away. They fired at his 
vehicle, but he escaped 
injury, the agency said. 

Iran's embassy was 
preparing to protest to the 
Pakistani authorities, it 
added. 

The incident was the lat- 
est in a string of terrorist 
attacks against Iranian 
nationals, including diplo- 
mats. in Pakistan. 

In February, two Iranian 
construction engineers 
were gunned down by 
unidentified gunmen in the 
port city of Karachi, south 
of Pakistan. 

Last month, two people 
accused of killing five 
Iranian air force cadets in 
Pakistan last year were sen- 
tenced to death by an anti- 
terrorist court. 

Iran has blamed the 
group Sipah Isahabeh of 
Pakistan for attacks on its 
nationals in recent years. 


peace tent at Netanyahu’s house 


TEL AVIV ( AFP) — Tbe for- 
mer deputy chief of tbe 
Mossad spy agency has set up 
a “peace tent" outside the offi- 
cial residence of Benyamin 
Netanyahu, saying Monday he 
hoped to encourage the Israeli 
prime minister to advance 
stalled negotiations with the 
Palestinians. 

David Kimche, who also 
served as the director general 
of the Israeli foreign ministry 
in the early 1990s. urged Mr. 
Netanyahu to be flexible in 
talks Monday in London with 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albnght on efforts 
to break the deadlock in peace 
negotiations. 

A large sign outside die tent 
across the street from Mr. 


Netanyahu's residence in cen- 
tral Jerusalem read, “May you 
depart peacefully and return 
with peace.” 

T call this a peace tent, not a 
protest tent” Mr. Kimche told 
Israel Radio. “We have to 
advance in peace because the 
alternative could be very, very 
grave., a return to bate, vio- 
lence and bloodshed, which no 
one wants.” 

“We want to encourage the 
prime minister to show him 
that a large majority of the 
Israeli public wants him to 
return [from London] with 
peace and to advance in the 
peace process." Mr. Kimche 
ad de d 

Meanwhile, leaders of 
Jewish settlers in the occupied 


territories and nationalist mem- 
bers of Israel's governing 
coalition agreed over tbe 
weekend to work to topple the 
government if Mr. Netanyahu 
agreed to give in to the U.S. 
demands, the Maariv newspa- 
per reported Monday. 

Those involved in the threat 
reportedly included leaders of 
the National Religious Party, 
which accounts for nine of the 
Netanyahu coalition's 61 seats 
in the 120-member parliament. 

Some settler leaders said 
Monday that they would bold 
protest demonstrations 
throughout the country if Mr. 
Netanyahu agreed to any fur- 
ther withdrawal from the West 
Bank. 


Tel Aviv mayor announces he 
is running for prime minister 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Vbwing to 
reduce tbe power of “religious 
extremists.” Mayor Roni Milo 
announced Monday that he 
would run against Israeli 
Benyamin Netanyahu for 
prime minister in 2000. 

Mr Milo, who will leave the 
ruling Likud Party to make his 
bid, said the impetus behind 
his decision to tun came from 
the religious interference in a 
performance celebrating 
Israel's 50th anniversary last 
week. 

Ultra-Orthodox politicians 
objected to a scantily-clad 
modem dance piece set to the 
tune of a religious song and 
insisted that the dancers cover 
up, triggering a walkout by tbe 
Batsheva troupe minutes 
before tbe show started. 

‘The religious censorship, 
which was applied by an 
extremist religious segment on 
the Batsheva performance, 
was a crisis point in the devel- 
opment of the state of Israel,” 
Me Milo told a press confer- 
ence. 

“My aim is to neutralise the 
leverage of religious extrem- 
ists which is used today by a 
group which is not large but 
enjoys great political power," 


the 48-year-old mayor added. 

About 70 per cent of Israel's 
five million Jews are secular, 
but most personal issues — 
raaniage, divorce and burials 
— are controlled by the Ultra- 
Orthodox rabbis, who also 
have growing political power 

Along with the more modem 
National Religious Party, the 
ultra-Orthodox hold 23 seals in 
Israel's 120-member Knesset 
and bold tbe balance of power 
on any parliamentary vote. 
The Orthodox hold four of the 
17 seats in the cabinet, as well. 

David TaL a lawmaker from 
the ultra-Orthodox Shas Party, 
criticised Mr. Mik> for playing 
the religious-secular rift for his 
own gain. 

“In an attempt to increase his 
popularity, he is prepared to 
aggravate the polarisation 
between tbe religious and sec- 
ular.” Mr. Tal said. ‘There is 
no doubt that Tel Aviv will be 
well rid of him." 

Mr. Milo, a veteran of five 
Israeli parliaments as a law- 
maker from Me Netanyahu’s 
Likud Patty, has also held tbe 
police, environment and wel- 
fare ponfolios in previous 
Israeli cabinets. 

In November 1993, Mr. 


Milo was elected as mayor of 
Tel Aviv. 

Haim Ramon, a senior figure 
in the opposition Labour Party, 
said the secular public is split 
more or less evenly between 
tbe Labour and Likud. He said 
Ml Milo’s entry into the pre- 
mier's race could force a 
runoff. 

“It is the beginning of the 
‘big bang.'” Mr. Ramon said 
on Israel army radio. “Much of 
the public wants to see a new 
party. There is discomfort with 
both of tbe big parties among a 
very wide spectrum of tire 
public.” 

Yossi SaridL leader of the lib- 
eral Meretz Party, warned that 
a new political faction could 
boost Mr. Netanyahu's 
chances for reelection. 

Mr. Milo did not name his 
new party and said its mem- 
bers would include many new 
faces to Israeli politics as well 
as present members of both the 
Likud and Labour parties. 

Emphasising the need for 
internal unity and mutual toler- 
ance, Me Milo had little to say 
on Mi (feast peacemaking 
except to say he believed a set- 
tlement could be reached with 
the Palestinians. 


Algerian forces kill 77 Islamists 


aALGIERS (AP) — Algerian 
forces killed 77 suspected 
Islamists, while 11 civilians 
had their throats slit newspa- 
pers and eyewitnesses reported 
Monday. 

In recent months, there has 
been an upsurge in violence 
across Algeria, particularly in 
the mountainous Medea 
region, south of the Algerian 
capital where Islamists are 
known to be artive. 

At least 75,000 people have 
died in Ageria since the start of 
tire Islamist insurgency that 
erupted after the military- 
backed regime cancelled 
January' 1992 parliamentary 
elections an Islamist party 
appeared set to win. 

In tire past week, govern- 
ment forces have focused their 
efforts to wipe out the Islamist 


activists in a forest near the 
border with Morocco and in 
the mountains near Medea. 

Algerian security forces 
attacked a group of Islamists in 
the Mizab forest near the bor- 
der with Morocco, killing 35 
government opponents, the 
Algiers daily La Tribune 
reported Monday. 

The newspaper, as is cus- 
tomary. did not provide any 
figures on government losses 
in the operation that began 
Thursday and is still under 
way. 

The Algerian security forces 
used artffieiy in their efforts to 
eliminate the group of 
Islamists, which was estimated 
at about 100 people. 

In another government oper- 
ation directed against Islamists, 
security forces killed 42 mem- 


bers of an armed group in the 
Larbaa mountains near Medea, 
about 100 km south of Algiers, 
in fighting over the weekend. 

Among those Islamists killed 
were 13 people who helped 
manufacture explosives. 
Government forces also seized 
36-kflogramme of TNT, the Le 
Matin daily reported. 

Qviljans were not spared in 
the latest violence. 

According to travellers from 
the Medea region who refiised 
to be identified by name out of 
fear of reprisals, 11 civilians 
had their throats slit near 

Khemis Miliana, about 1 10 km 

south of Algiers, over the 
weekend. 

The bodies of the victims 
were discovered Sunday near 
tbe road 



‘This baseball’ is a vv _ 
good game — Fergie V 

CHICAGO (AP) — It wa& 
n't quite cricket, so don’t ' 
blame Feigie for being a bit 
in the dark. Sarah FergusML > - 
Britain's Duchess of York, 
passed on a chance to lead - 
Chicago Cubs fans in the : 
traditional rendition of- 
‘Take Me Out to the Ball 
Game” during the seventh- ■ 
inning. But it wasn’t^ 
because of snootiness jx[. 
stage fright. ‘1 don't know 
the words,” she said, laugh;'-, 
ing. Ferguson, making her 
first visit to an American = 
baseball park, agreed to 
stand in the press booth with 
announcer Steve Stone and 
wave to fans during the 
song. She also said she 
enjoyed the game known as 
America's pastime. Tt’s a 
good game, this baseball. I 
like it,” she said 
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LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton 
joined actor Michael 
Douglas and DreamWorks 
film studio co-founder 
Jeffrey Katzenberg at a 
glitzy, $ 1 0,000-per-coupIe 
dinner in Hollywood 
Sunday. The political fund- 
raiser was expected to gen- 
erate about $1 million for 
tbe president's Democratic 
Party. Film director Oliver 
Stone and actors Ted 
Danson and Mary 
Steenburgen were among 
the stars at the event 
Unable to attend but still 
writing checks were actor 
Tom Cruise and his wife, 
actress Nicole Kidman, 
organisers said. 
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Good movie roles 
hard to get — Bacall 
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LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Lauren Bacall may have 
been nominated for an 
Oscar and a Golden Globe 
last year, but she says good 
movie roles are hard to 
come by these days. “They 
are not writing wonderful 
parts for women.” she said 
in Los Angeles Times. 
“That is the sad troth. They 
were certainly not breaking 
down the doors for me, any- 
way.” Bacall, 73, won 
acclaim for “The Mirror 
Has Two Faces.” She’ll 
make a two-episode guest 
appearance on television's 
“Chicago Hope” beginning 
this week, playing a wealthy 
artist with a brain tumour. 
The part is worthwhile 
because “it's not a stereo- 
type,” she said. “I am not 
playing somebody’s mother 
or somebody’s aunt.'' 
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Kermit & Co. to 
build environmental 
awareness 
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BATON ROUGE (AP) — 
Hany Connick Jr., Aaron 
Neville. chef Paul 
Prudhomme and Kermit the 
Frog are teaming up to build 
environmental awareness 
about tbe problems 
Louisiana has with coastal 
erosion. The state loses 65 
to 90 square-kilometre of 
coastline a year, which 
bothers Kermit because he 
has thousands of cousins 
living in coastal swamps, 
bayous and marshes. “For 
all of us who are lower on 
the food chain, we thank 
you" for helping save the 
wetlands. Kermit says in 
one of the 30-second public 
service announcements to 
air on television. 
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Chelsea’s boyfriend 
spotted at church 





PALO ALTO (AFP) — A m ; i S ’ 

tall, clean-cut young man jl £ I * - 3? 

■ spotted at Chelsea Clinton’s I f J ■ . . . 

side during a church service t ~ . ' r.- .y. 

here Sunday has been roman- [. j s 

tically linked to the 18-year- |L j* . 

old First Daughter. Chelsea. ? •' r 

her first year of studies at l&- : 

Stanford University drawing 
to a close, is dating the young Ki | 
man, a fellow StanfoixLsti> 
dent, ABC News said- The 
young man with chiselled 
features .and an athletic build 
was Matthew Pierce, 20, a t*! 

third-year student majoring 
in religious studies fosn 3 ... 

suburb of Dallas, Texas, ABC 
said, citing Stanfofd v to ^ 

University sources. , 
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